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from Argentin

by Bob Archer

BOLD mass action by the peopleof the important features of the cri-
of Argentina has seen off four sis in Argentina.
presidents in two weeks. They re- In fact the organized working
fused to back down despite nearlyclass as such, the largely bureau
thirty dead and many hundreds incratic unions and even the morg
jured. radical rank-and-file assemblies of
As this issue of Workers Inter- strike-pickets, were slow to be-
national Press went to the print-come involved in the street-fight-
ers, Eduardo Duhalde had justing. The decisive demonstration
assuemed office. Recently Mr.involved above all young people
Duhalde confessed: “The political and the various left-wing groups.
leadership is shit, and of course | And yet the working class is
include myself in that”. the only force which can unite
Virtually every sector of the the whole social protest, lend it
population rose in struggle againstorganizational shape and pro-
those in power, who are imposingvide it with concrete and sub-
the whole burden of the economicstantial goals.
crisis onto the working class and The struggle in Argentina is also
the middle class. profoundly international in charac- ADOLFO Rodriguez Saa was
The dramatic events in Argen-ter. The political rulers of the coun- hastily picked as caretaker presi-
tina are aninspiration because try - people who are now angrily dent after the undignified depar-
they are the most concentrated andenounced as ‘thieves’ wheneverture of Fernando De la Rua.
courageous expression so far ofhey dare show themselves in pub- _ After a week in office he re-
popular opposition to imperialism lic - are the servants of foreign Signed, claiming that regional
in crisis. They are bound to find imperialist interests. leaders of his party would not sup-
an echo in many other places be- Behind them stand the US, Eu-POt the p?]ckﬁgée of emerdgency
cause the situation in Argentina isropean and Japanese banks and fireasyres he had proposed.
Saa is a member of the
only a specific and particularly- nance houses which will insist on jgicialist Party (PJ), which
shaped combination of the samehe repayment of every red centclaims to continue the populist
conditions created by the worldwhich has been ‘loaned’ and everytradition of Juan and Evita Peron.
crisis in a whole series of coun-penny of interest which they canHe has been a regional governor
tries in Asia, Africa and Latin screw out. for 12 years.
America. They must do so because to al- He had announced animmedi-
The events are warning be- low Argentina a way out would be até moratorium on repayment of
cause they demonstrate once agaito encourage every victim of the ]‘?” '.”tezjesg a(;‘d p”r_‘c'ﬁaL_‘l’I”dthe
the truth of the historical experi- crisis to resist. tho bim etg frarﬂau%aty o
ence that such struggles can only And, as everyone in the world ever ?rges aetautt in nistory. Fow
. . , imperialist governments, led
be fully successful if the massesnow knows, these interests aré,y George W. Bush, rushed to
can destroy the state apparatus dfacked by B52 bombers, US spetongratulate him on assumption
the capitalist class and replace itial forces and the mercenaries obf the presidency, so the world’s
with one representing their ownimperialism. bankers were evidently hopeful he
needs and desires. Developments in Argentina, could safeguard their investments.
Anti-imperialist and anti- which grow organically out of = Saa announced a number of
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Inspiration and warning

dramatic measures to flatter pub-
lic opposition to bureaucracy and
corruption. He reduced the number
of ministries from 12 to 3 and abol-
ished all the official cars and air-
craft provided for leading politi-
cians. However, he did not plan to
sack any civil servants, so it was
not clear how much money these
steps would save.

He pegged the presidential sal-
ary at $3,000.

He promised a number of meas-
ures to help relieve the effects of
poverty, including work creation for
more than 100,000 people, food
aid for the starving, and an increase
in the minimum wage.

He retained the currency board
which ties the peso to the dollar,
so no devaluation of the peso was
planned. However, many commen-
tators wondered how he would lay
hands on enough hard currency
to make good on what amounts
to a promise to hand over valuable
dollars to any purchaser who turns

‘globalisation’ campaigners every- world developments over the last
where need to study the situatiorfew years, throw down a challenge INSI DE
Page 2:

in Argentina extremely carefully. to the most conscious and

The unity and combativity of the thoughtful workers everywheraA.

Argetinian people is only the first political step-forward on their

pre-condition for a successful part is needed.

struggle. How it is to be maintained The most significant form such

and developed is a political taska step could take at the moment i{ 3_

whose solution will need to draw the development of an international Page =

on the historical experience of theassociation of active workers. =

whole working class. The foundation of the Interna- Pages 4 & 5'
Argentina’s workers have a longtional Network of Active Solidar-

history of militant trade union or- ity by Brazilian trade unionists two

ganization and political class-con-years ago was a vital step in tha Page 6:

sciousness, and this on its own hadirection. Now it must assume a

been an important factor in thewider scope and become much

general mobilization. more active, initially in providing Page 7:
But like workers everywhere the solidarity with Argentinian work-

workers of Argentina do not haveers, helping delegations from

their own mass political party.  abroad to visit the country and
Indeed the crisis and splitsbecome thoroughly familiar with Page 8:

which the Trotskyist Movement the situation there and publicizing

for Socialism (MAS) has under- the experiences of the Argentinian
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WORKERS DO NOT HAVE
THEIR OWN MASS PARTY

Faces of the mass movement in Argentina: (Left) an assembly of employed and
unemployed workers; (Right) Left wing parties on the march. Pictures courtesy of Partido
Obrera website http://www.po.org.ar/

Five presidents in two weeks

up with intrinsically worthless pe-
sos. The alternative of abandon-
ing the dollar-peso peg is attrac-
tive because it would allow the
peso to fall in value and encour-
age Argentina’s exports. However,
it would mean handing the prob-
lem on to industry and the mid-
dle-class who have taken out dol-
lar-denominated bank loans for
businesses and homes.

Saa kept the previous govern-
ment’s strict controls on foreign
currency deals and bank transac-
tions. This led to renewed rioting
when the banks re-opened and
Argentinians found they could still
only withdraw 1,000 pesos a
month. Because the law courts
rejected moves to lift banking con-
trols, many Argentinians accused
the legal system of continuing a
corrupt relationship with govern-
ment.

A ‘third currency’, the
‘argentino’, was to be introduced
to replace the 17 sub-currencies
or coupons already circulating
(variously called patacones,
lecop, etc.).

Adolfo Rodriguez Saa could not
solve a single major issue facing
the masses in Argentina. Nor
could any of the measures he took
satisfy the bankers or the imperi-
alist governments who are their
political representatives.

His forced departure deepens
the crisis of capitalist rule in Ar-
gentina.

The fifth president in the space
of two weeks, Eduardo Duhalde,
has confirmed that Argentina has
defaulted on her foreign loans and
has broken the dollar peg. A Peso
devluation of about 30 per cent is
expected which would some re-
lief to the country’s exporters and
industries, but will intensify pres-
sures on small businesses and
the middle class. The crisis in
Argentina is a long way from be-
ing solved.

WORKERS OF THE WORLD UNITE!
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How does the country that
has everything end up broke?

THE economic and social explosionowed to foreign investors and banksucking wealth out of the former colo-together the money to pay the debtetailers, cash-strapped public serv-
in Argentina is a very clear expres-ers. nies and semi-colonies and into bankhe Radical government of presidenants, starving pensioners and
sion of the contradictions withinim-  In the late 1980s, when prices wer@aults in the US, Japan and westerRernando De la Rua adopted a policynasses of unemployed workers and
perialism. doubling every month, the govern-Europe. of ‘zero deficit’. Austerity measures youth all united in demanding the
Rich in natural resources and withment very strictly ‘pegged’ the peso During 1998, a collapse in the Brawere imposed and public servicerepudiation of the foreign debt and
a considerable manufacturing industo the dollar. This meant that one pesailian stock market led to a sharp fallwages cut by up to 13 per cent witimmediate devaluation of the peso.
try, Argentina has been robbed sucwould be exchangeable for one dolin the value of the Brazilian currency,more cuts threatened. Pensions were The cause of the crisis lies neither
cessively over many centuries bylar and that Argentina’s interest rateshe real. This cheapened exports froralso cut, and in some cases were nat the incompetence nor in the cor-
Spanish, British and US imperialistswould be the same as those prevaiBrazil, which is one of Argentina’s paid at all. ruption of successive governments
This country sees 2,000 people @ng in the USA. main competitors. Argentina could Many Argentinians realized thatof Argentina, although both factors
day, some of them well-paid and well-  This step stabilized the currencynot devalue the peso in retaliatiorthe currency peg was under intensare undoubtedly present in full meas-
qualified professionals, fall under theand ushered in several years of ecdecause of the currency board pegressure and took steps to converre. Right at the root of capitalism
poverty line. Fourteen million Argen- nomic expansion. The cost, howevefThe Argentinian economy went intotheir pesos into dollars or put theirand imperialism lies the exploitation
tinians are living on less than $4 avas a continued growth in the for-recession. peso bank balances into dollar-deef human labour by capital.
day and they are confronted witheign debt. This not only threw Argentinians nominated accounts abroad while Profits are derived from the unpaid
hypermarkets stuffed full of food and In 1997, the real weakness undereut of work, but also led to a loss inthe going was good. During the yeatabour time workers devote to creat-
consumer goods. lying the Pacific ‘tiger’ economies in export earnings, which meant the2001, $18 billion dollars were exportedng commodities over and above their
While consumers in the US andSouth-East Asia became evidentcountry could not meet her dollar-from the country. wages.
the UK are more or less instructed td hailand, Indonesia, South Koreadenominated debts. The government The government therefore intro- The class struggle over who gets
get their credit cards out and go on &aiwan, the Philippines and otherdad to offer higher interest ratesduced strict banking controls, includ-the surplus value added to goods by
spending spree to ‘save’ their nasaw currency collapses, factory cloabroad in order to borrow more dol-ing a cap on withdrawals. Meanwhileworkers in the labour process is the
tional economies, Argentinians weresures and growing poverty and solars to pay the loans already outthe currency board meant that domighty driving force in the develop-
told they had to do without food, cial and political unrest. standing. mestic interests rates had to shadoment of capitalist society, which al-
accept deep cuts in government serv- These developments sparked off In the third quarter of 2001 Argen-those in the US. As a result the govmost every commentator has been at
ices, up to 20 per cent unemploy<crises in other ‘emerging markets’tina’s Gross Domestic Producternment could not lower interestpains to conceal over recent dec-
ment, public sector wage cuts of 13ike Russia and Brazil. World trade(GDP)was down by nearly five perrates to support businesses in diffiades.
per cent and under-payment or irfaltered and finally went into reversecent compared with the previous yeaiculty inside Argentina. But the gathering world crisis has
some cases non-payment of pensiorturing the year 2000, when the hopedn manufacturing and construction The Radical government ofbrought this factor to the world’s at-
so that the De la Rua governmentor boom in ‘new technology’ turned the figures were -7.1 per cent and Fernando De la Rua had successfulliention in the most urgent way. It's
could pay its foreign debts. out to be an expensive sham. 12.3 percent. Some bankers feel thenited almost every layer of societystrongest expression is the fate
Argentina’s subordination to im-  The problems have been concenpeso is over-valued by 50 per cent.in opposition to it. which imperialism assigned to the
perialism is expressed in chronic curtrated in the finance and share-trad- Soon the country owed foreign Impoverished professional peo-people of Argentina and the power-
rency instability and a huge debting sector which is the huge pumpbanks £132 billion. In order to scrapeple, bankrupt small-businessmen anéll spirit of their resistance.

Eye-witness accounts of the social turmoil in Argentina

Revolutionary days A sort of revolution

Extracts from ‘This was a revolution of sorts’ by K.C.Rolazo, a

Extracts from ‘Revolutionary Days’, an article published by the Partido de Trabajadores por el supporter of the International Workers League - Fourth Interna-
Socialismo on December 22, 2001: tional (LIT-CI) in Argentina
‘...It was a process which involvedNew Year was one of the factors thatlence ... The most frequently-hearﬁﬂ-herle was no rr&or}ey in the streets%[ﬁde union mllrlltagts or aclests.
all the oppressed and exploited se@recipitated the revolts - a symptonslogans were ‘Stick the state of emer: ﬁophe S gtas ant efe_tlstréc[[ty werefcu ey dwelr e T.Ott t?] esperate Entgry
tors of society who were using dif-of a situation in which five million gency up your arse!’ and ‘Get out,oh when en%r_l_s ‘f’"g 0 pay or_<|:_rhow S 100 'r:'g be sup%rdr?ar Ie S
ferent methods but had a commoninemployed and underemployedve don’t want any of you?'. ... these commodities in due time. ey were the urban middle class,
aim: the overthrow of the governmenpeople have been left behind in this On Thursday December 20 the 1 Nen the looting of the big super-the “new poor”, the ones who had
of De la Riia and Cavallo. economic depression . government was overthrown follow- markets began. First it was timidvoted for de la Rua just two years
With the introduction of the limit ... This time the most impoverisheding the Battle of Plaza de Mayo. Ea”ygroupshof organised be_gggrﬁ. "?. olnagg Wh%n he had promised to put an
on the amount of money that saverand desperate sectors of society todk the morning, thousands of younggase they were promised “a littleend to the corruption ...
can withdraw from their bank ac-to the political stage together withworkers, unemployed people, cleri- omething ;‘or IChnstmas by tl?e They ﬁame n fargnyr/]groups, éhelz
counts and further attacks on penthe middle classes and the workersal workers and students confronte inagear ot a argcej su?errﬁarh ejmam;;a, tde p?]pa an dthe pte)ra;n_ ug-
sions and wages, a series of protests‘No more hunger! Bread and work!’the police. The youth played a cru~'Nen they returned to fetch theirtor, the daughter and her boyfrien
started: the banging of pans and this the simple demand ... cial role. The battle for control of the PréSents, they found the gates closeblding hands, the grandma holding
blockading of roads by small shop- The second great event took placequare started just after 9am ang"d armed pol;]cern_en_tryw&g ;]O Shﬁvmﬁ hﬁr é)en_?llobn chequeb':o show”that
keepers, the well-supported 24-houafter De la Rua declared a state dfsted til midnight. Over and over edmbaway. They &”ﬁ'slte that t eﬁ e had still been una ﬁ to ICO kecé
general strike on December 13, anémergency with the aim of ‘safe-again the demonstrators stood theff@d. eﬁn promllsl,% | eip. | er_mheagre hpensmn. They odo e'd
the demonstrations outside superguarding the peace’, i.e of frighten-ground as the police, using tear ga F'g"’.‘ yasmaill de ?ga_lt;]orrl]was a—srgralgh tinto the TV %arrr:eraﬁ and sa
markets in Mendoza, Entre Rios andhg the middle classes and repressorses, rubber bullets and sometiijWe n toonego_tlayg Wr']t the man-lé atthey \;ve{]e prou It atlt e Argen-
Quilmes. This discontent then tooking the looters. By that time there hadive rounds, viciously attacked themahgemhent. nf:de '”lf' e(;[ ey welzre to ”edpﬁ‘qu% ave a(tj ongldast Irecov-
a leap forward and transformed Dealready been several deaths. Aftewith the aim of clearing the square N2t they could take 70 parcels coneredtheir dignity and would no longer
cember 19 and 20 into revolutionanthe announcement, a massive, spon- Shamefully, the trades unions, th afltnlng Sﬁme flour, oil andhdry pastalge Il_e%lto m_suc? ﬁ‘ blatantdway. Thﬁy
days - an historic independent actaneous mainly middie-class demongeneral confederations - CGT and er a short rEetet'tT]g adtt e gates o a;_rle lnat|t(r)]na ags alnt Sangr; €
tion of the Argentinian masses whictstration took to the streets of theCTA - and even the Pickets’ Assems, et’ snthkermzti]r tetﬁ e ecmgn wasna |on% an tem seyerg m;es.t eyd
will put its mark on the next period. capital, the center of political power.bly of the FTV-CTA and the CCC be ﬁfa € what (n€y give an comes%emeh mosll surpnse” anh ou rgge
On the morning of December 19Challenging the state of emergency(Militant Class-Struggle Current) Pack for more tomorrow". when the police actually charged at
the most oppressed sectors of theundreds of thousands of demonwere not present. By boycotting th Thg follow;n% day all ?ell broke Lhem with hlgh-predssubrs V\E)atlf”
working class and the masses enterexfrators marched to the Plaza delemonstration they prevented conf‘%se' not“?n%/ dgzeps o supetrrrc}?rBo??hs, tez?]r gasgs, and rubber bu etts.
the political arena. In the most popuMayo. Bonfires were lit on street cor-tingents of organized workers frombets‘."veret oct> e ,f’r ex?rt(t)]prla %dly fu er owe adsurprlsmg amoun
lated areas of Buenos Aires provincaers and pans were banged togethearticipating in the struggle. Iu |m]E)or ag ﬁ_ec r?’rsh(lj Ie ml’bl €0 g‘?fs‘s ené:e a(;m hcourgge. ¢
and in 11 other provinces, contin-by people on the march and people ... At nearly 7pm the resignation® 355 . Ole tk's Ifgh yp auf3| €. h |s|persg andc a;]se away ron;
gents of unemployed people andan their balconies. Drivers soundef De la Rtia and his escape in a helfé/lubn'cc'jpa wor grsho the city o“§:or- t edP aza (ej Malyo, tbey rr]e-grc(j)upe
their families marched to supermartheir horns. A real flood of peoplecopter from the terrace of the gov-doPa destroyed the Town Hall in re-and returned, only to be chased away
kets in a desperate search for foodnarched to the Plaza de Mayo, Conernment palace ended the days wit udiation of the economic measurednce more and then once more find a
aken by the city government andway back.

The closeness of Christmas and thgress Square and even Cavallo’s res& political victory for the masses. Theth ; | foll d by Ent in th fl i d f
situation is as revolutionary as ittheil example was followed by Entre In those countless to and fro

could be given the current leaderRi0S... movements, the festive atmosphere

Make sure of getting your copy of ship.” The result (of declaring a state ofand the perambulators disappeared,
= y emergency) was not long in coming..people grabbed the fizzing tear gas
Workers International Press! The Plaza de Mayo, which up to thabombs and threw them back at the
Th t of thi moment had been silent, dark angolice, they put up barricades, they
Send your address and subscription (UK, e rest or this surrounded by police patrols begarhrew stones... _ _
£10 E £15 f Id £20 . report can be to take a different life... Thousand of As the night turned into morning,
, EUrope , rest or wor ) to: viewed on the spontaneous demonstratorshe morning into afternoon, the bat-

website of the thronged from different neighbour-tle continued, but the main charac-

= hoods beating pots and pans, blowters of the drama changed. Left wing
Workers International Press, League for A ing whistles and clapping theirmilitants replaced the politically un-
PO Box 735, London SW8 4ZS Revolutionary hands. These were not political odefined...
Communist
Make cheques payable to ‘Workers International The whole of this eye-witness account can

? h ) vitr ;
International Press WWW.workerspower.org. be viewed on www.socialistvoice.org.uk
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The Irish Worker by John Steele

T The lIrish
Political Status Polical Stas
Committee
Committee marcn
march
The Irish Political Status Committee has continued its campaign g s
for the restoration of the rights which were won by the sacrifices ot
of the hunger strikers of 1981 and removed by agreement with
Sinn Fein when they signed the Good Friday Agreement. Greetings from WIRFI brought to London meeting
An historic first public meeting on this issue was held in London . . o o . ) .
on 24 November. It also commemorated the 1981 Hunger Strik- The Workers International for the Rebuilding of thestitutions will make the border irrelevant. That is why,
ers and speakers were Francie Mackey (32 County Sovereignty Fourth International congratulates the Irish politicablong with their refusal to restore democratic rights to
Movement), Patricia Campbell (Fourthwrite Magazine and former Status Committee on the holding of a meeting whicholitical prisoners, they also attack the working class in
anti-H Blocks/Armagh activist) and a representative of the rela- links the 20th anniversary of the 1981 Hunger Striketheir support for such actions as hospital closures and
tives of the current Turkish hunger strikers. Members of the IPSC with the current situation of Republican prisoners tothe privatisation of public services. Their actions prove,
also took part in pickets of the Irish Embassy in London to pro- day and the demand for the restoration of political stret again, that there can be no development of a united
test at the treatment of political prisoners in Portlaoise jail and tus. o o __ Ireland through a gradual system of stages, starting with
marched with their banner (see photograph) at the huge anti- The struggles and sacrifices of the nationalist uprising democratic parliament at Stormont. The six counties is
war demonstration on 18 November. in the north of Ireland - including the martyrdom of thean irreformable entity which can only be removed by the
In E2 wing of Portlaoise jail prisoners have recently been sub- 10 who gave their lives in 1981 - have been betrayed lworking class fighting on a socialist programme.
jected to brutal treatment. Some had to have hospital treatment a Sinn Fein leadership happily acting as ministers @onnolly’s maxim that the cause of Ireland and the cause
when riot squads were sent in to beat them up. The prisoners the Crown in a 6-county parliament at the mercy of thef Labour are indivisible was never more true. As the next
had refused lock-down in protest at the ongoing campaign of Unionist veto. wave of fighters against British rule in Ireland emerges, it
discrimination against them including the refusal of an applica- We believe that Sinn Fein is driven to do a deal witfs vital that the organised working class wins its place at
tion for temporary leave by a prisoner whose child was sick in imperialism because of the class nature of its politicthe head of this movement.
hospital. The POWs have taken similar action in the past with- programme. This is based on the belief that there c&e salute the memory of the Hunger Strikers of 1981! We
out any brutal reaction but this time the riot squad were given be a liberal democracy in the north of Ireland and thaupport the fight for political status today!

free rein to go in heavy-handed. the development of capitalism through cross-border if~orward to the workers’ republic!”

Book review

For a realignment of forces

- - - process, “With gritted teeth.” sary to decline or withdraw contri-wall in her thinking as she continuesprogressive socialists, working class
Republican Voices, By Kevin However, even allowing for this butions already made ... because ¢fFrom a socialist perspective recogypoliticians, progressive Protestant
Bean and Mark Hayes, with disquiet, it is remarkable how smallexternal pressure exerted by the Raising it for what it is doesn’t make it working class politicians, communist
a foreword by Bernadette the numerical opposition to the GFApublican movement. Potential con-a bad idea.” working class politicians, any sort

McAliskev: S P has been. A movement which mobitributors who were very supportive  This displays the woolly thinking of people with a genuine interest in
CAlIS ey’_ €eSYyU FTe€SS |ised tens of thousands of nationalef the current ‘mainstream’ Republi-and confusion of Republicanism.the working class.”

£5.00. Available at PO Box ists on the streets and severelgan leadership position withdrewBourgeois democratic philosophy is But this necessary realignment
31, Belfast BT12 7EE rocked British imperialism has, with because they were urged not to bprecisely a “bad idea” when posecdtannot succeed without an attempt
very little trouble from its member- associated with a ‘dissident’ positionas the answer to the problems of th&o understand and draw lessons from
Irish Republicanism is in deep crisisship, been reduced to an electorair give credibility to critical discus- working class. I'm sure that all previous attempts to take the main
The decision of Sinn Fein to join apolicy that accepts the Unionist vetcsion.” Bernadette McAliskey doesn’t actu-political demands of Republicanism
six-county government at Stormontand British rule. The contributors try to evaluate,ally believe that the ideology of theand forge them with a working-class
administering British rule and the There is, of course, the Real IRAthrough their experiences of the pastuling class should not be challengedorogramme and movement. In par-
openly anti-working policies of Un- and the Continuity IRA with their thirty-two years, where Republican-What her comments reflect is the beticular, of course, there was the
ionism and New Labour, has pro-olitical supporters, but these arégsm is now and while these are obvilief that the partition of Ireland can struggle of the group around James
duced much disquiet and soul-groups stuck in a political time-warpously genuine attempts at analysin@pe achieved separate from the figh€Connolly’s son, Roddy, to give in-
searching among its members, pamwf outdated nationalism with elitistthe movement they were such an infor socialism. dependent working-class leadership
ticularly those who were at the fore-military actions that are totally di- tegral part of, their comments display The book is particularly rich in its and the experiences of the Republi-
front of the military struggle. vorced from any mass movement oboth the crisis and confusion of Re-accounts of how the contributorscan Congress and the fight for the

With the IRA leadership in full popular support. They cannot propublican thought at this time. Thewere drawn into membership of thedemand of the Workers Republic.
agreement with Adams andvide a basis for victory and are goquestions which BernadettelRA. The little snapshots of family  But there is also a need to look at
McGuinness it was only a matter ofing nowhere. McAliskey posed are certainly ad-history and events give a flavour ofthe more recent, if limited, attempts
time before the decommissioning of This little book, ‘Republican dressed but cannot be fully answerethe turmoil that existed in national-to critically examine the political ori-
weapons took place. Neverthelessyoices’, reflects a more serious disinside the parameters of Republicanists areas where they were convinceentation of the Republican leader-
it has made the unease over the deussion that is slowly developingism. they were taking part in an insurrecship which some of the contributors
rection of Republicanism more acutewithin Republicanism. In her Fore- The essential problem with thetion. But there is a consistent tento this book were involved with, es-
The surrender of weapons is a blowvord Bernadette McAliskey says,philosophy of Republicanism is thatdency to play down the battle forpecially the issues which were raised
to deep and sincerely-held Republi“there are important questions to bét was developed at a time of capitalideas. They are adamant that “thé the book, ‘Questions of History’,
can values. It effectively de-legiti- asked.” She says some of these aist expansion and in the colonialRepublican movement drew its initialwritten by Republican prisoners in
mises and criminalises the possesHas the leadership of the movementountries it became the ideology of degitimacy from the streets” andLong Kesh in 1987. ‘Republican
sion of arms in pursuit of the fightabandoned Republicanism to maximnative bourgeoisie fighting for po- that,”"Contemporary RepublicanismVoices’ refers to this book, which
for national self-determination. It at-ise the nationalist agenda Have theljtical and economic independence irwas/is far more a product of the reSinn Fein was forced to publish af-
tacks the whole concept of politicaldetermined that the obstacle to Reerder to develops an indigenous inpression and sectarianism perpeter initially attempting to suppress
status that the hunger strikers foughpublican ideals was the continuatiordustrial base. But the economic detrated by the Stormont regime andt, but there is no mention of the po-
for. of war? Are we any nearer the creavelopment s in imperialism producedUnionism’s inability to reform itself.” litical points raised in it.

Much of the acquiescence of theion of an independent Republicery explicit limitations on national ~ Undoubtedly these were the fac- The Sinn Fein leadership was par-
Republican movement to the decisiotHave Republican leaders con-movements and more and more ertors that brought the youth in theticularly upset that there was a criti-
to work in a partionist parliament andsciously decided to abandon the sosured that the bourgeois (and pettyorking-class areas of the north intaism of the ‘stages’ theory in the
decommission arms came from theialist Republic?” bourgeois) leaderships had no indethe conflict but the manner in whichbook by the Long Kesh prisoners,
realisation that the military struggle The book which, it is claimed, pendent role to play outside the dicthe war was conducted was conThis important theoretical issue
could not win and the lack of a de-“‘contributes to our understanding oftates of imperialism. nected to the dominant political ide-needs to be revisited as it is precisely
veloped alternative to the Adamsboth the nature and purpose of Irish McAliskey puts her finger on the ology of the leadership which hadon this point that the GFA agreement
line. The support for the Good Fri-Republicanism” is compiled from in- problem. “Here lies the unspokenbeen won over a long period of strugis being sold - socialism has to be
day Agreement among Republicanserviews with six male Republicans,truth of the tension within Republi- gles and splits. It is this absence oput on the back burner while all sorts
is based more on the principle of,”It'sall former activists with the Provi- canism - it is not a working class ide-an examination of the ideologicalof anti-working class forces are
as good as can be got in the circunmsional movement and ex-prisonersology based on socio-economicstruggles inside (and outside) Repubdnited in a pan-nationalist front.
stances”, rather than a belief that iSome of the views are conflicting,analysis. It is essentially a bourgeoidicanism that is the biggest weakness The debate within Republicanism
will eventually lead to a united Ire- particularly on the issue of the peacelemocratic and liberal philosophyof the book. One of the contributorsjs still relatively muted but, despite
land, as the Sinn Fein leadership corprocess and the GFA. The editorgrguing for a particular political frame- Brendan Hughes, calls for a realignall its limitations, ‘Republican Voices’
tend. Many members of the Provi-attempted to have an even widework through which society func- ment of forces “if the Orange state iss a necessary and welcome contri-
sional Republican movement openlyspectrum of Republican thinking buttions.” This is obviously correct but ever going to be smashed” and sudbution to the fight for a realignment
admit that they have agreed to theseveral contributors “felt it neces-McAliskey runs up against a brickgests the “help of ordinary peopleof working-class forces.
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WIRFI statement on recent developments in the Socialist Alliance in Britain

Towards a

working

MEMBERS of the Workers Interna-
tional (British Section) joined the
Socialist Alliance when it was estab-
lished in London in 1999. It had al-iy.
ready existed for two years before‘r;::. L
that, mainly in the Midlands and*uy::
Manchester and we had sent repre;. "
sentatives to its conferences. e

finally ditched all reference to social-
ist policies by deleting Clause Fou
of its constitution (the common own-E=
ership of the means of production,

distribution and exchange) minersi#
leader Arthur Scargill announced tha ~..\

he would found a new party. The Sof !
cialist Party (SP - previously Militant

B : _.-'J.Ii'.-j_' :
RS "JlT"I.|

PGPS 3oy

cl

“They (the Liverpool
dockers) know how to
organise, centralise
and unite workers in
struggle. We cannot
conceive of a new
party without them”.
(Left) Supporters of
the sacked Liverpool
dockworkers march
through the city

Labour) proposed to him that before
launching a party there should be an
alliance of socialist groups, trade un-
ion bodies and campaigns conduct-
ing a discussion throughout the
working class about the need for
such a party.

Scargill rejected this and founded; =
with others, the Socialist Labour‘?"_.-
Party (SLP). This is now a shell, with, ’_""
financial resources and only a hand-
ful of members. Hundreds were ex
pelled when they came into opposi
tion to Scargill's politics and bureau-
cratic methods.

Meanwhile the SA was foundedment in 1997 meant an end to Toryional executive plus a delegate fronincluding their own proposed slateand arises, not automatically but
by the SP with other groups and inpolicies. each branch and regional body. Irof who would comprise this newnaturally and mostly, from the strug-
dividuals. Its purpose was to develop  Atits highest point this movementpractice the SA has been reduced tbody. gles of the working class itself. The
a non-sectarian organisation thajs represented by those organised ian electoral front for the Socialist They and their supporters claimeadvorkers’ party is the party of the van-
could encompass and reach out tgade unions and community camWorkers Party (SWP). Even thoughthat this was a necessary move tguard of the class, that is to say it
workers and their allies, breakingpaigns. At its base there are millionghey have only three members on thécentralise and streamline” the or-assembles, unites and centralises the
from the Labour Party, to launch aof workers, many of whom are blacknational executive they control theganisation, but such bureaucratibest leaders and organisers of the
widespread discussion about the hisand the butt of racism, trying to sur-majority of branches and regionalmanoeuvres avoid the real life of dighting working class. Without this
tory and future of the working classvive on social security and in low- bodies. movement, coming into being breakvanguard there can be no workers'’
and to stand candidates in electiongaid casual jobs. These millions ex- When the SWP joined the SA ining with the old and giving birth to party. A party which comes into ex-

The big development in interestpress their growing anger at politi-2000, it was like a “cuckoo in the the new. Such a movement is necesstence outside of those workers who
and membership came when the SBjans and state bureaucracy by rerest’. For the SWP maintains that itsarily uncontrolled, uneven, con-organise and lead the workers’ strug-
fielded candidates in the general eledtusing to vote. is alreadythe party of the working fused and contradictory. The “left”’ gles is not a genuine workers’ party.
tionin June 2001. Taken together with  However, instead of the SA tak-class. Anxious to keep everybody orsectarians are uncomfortable if theyeven less so if it turns its back on
the SLP, Scottish Socialist Party anéhg forward the developments maddboard, and to try to avoid a powercannot control things. these fights and has a life somehow
the Welsh SA these alternative soin the general election campaign bystruggle the other main groups (So- The SP members walked out of thearallel but outside of them, bring-
cialist candidates won over 185,00thaving a broad and open nationatialist Party — SP, International So-national structure conference wheimg together a party of those who
votes. . political conference drawing in or- cialist Group - ISG, Workers Power -the SWP refused to agree an amendeme from or represent this or that

However, although there is a needanised workers and publishing aVP, Communist Party of Great Brit- ment limiting the number of membersorganisation or group.”
for a new party which is fundamen-verbatim report of its proceedings toain - CPGB, Alliance for Workers Lib- from any one group on the leader- We believe that it is the existence
tally different not only from “new” take the discussion out far and wideerty - AWL) simply turned a blind ship committee. Since the SA is nobf the SA “outside of those workers
(Blairite) Labour, but from “old” so- it turned in on itself with a national eye to this SWP view of itself. In re- now the type of open federal organiwho organise and lead workers’
cial democratic Labour, the SA foughtstructure conference where politics ality all of them share the same view-sation they helped to found, the acstruggles” that is the real problem. A
the election largely with “safe” gen-were barred. This “no politics” deci- either that they are alreatlyeparty tion of the SP is understandableclear example of this separation came
erally agreed anti-capitalist, left so-sion was even more surprising coner that the main aim is to “unite theHowever they also start from a beliefvhen “the left” groups formed the
cial democratic policies. For it is asidering that the gathering took placdeft’. that they are already the party of thtondon Socialist Alliance (LSA) to
hybrid organisation, comprised of an the middle of the Afghan war In a well-publicised report pre- working class. stand candidates in the Greater Lon-
number of socialist groups and indi“against terrorism”! sented to a recent SWP conference, A number of campaigns, smalldon Assembly elections in 2000 and
viduals with fundamental differences  There are many views within thethe SA is listed along with Defend groups and individuals are now alsdor the first time the SWP joined in.
on important questions such as inSA as to what kind of organisation itCouncil Housing, Stop the War Coa-discussing their response to this new An initial test came when the Lon-
ternationalism, terrorism, the natureshould be. Some believe that ifition, Anti-Nazi League and situation in the SA and we are part oflon Regional Council of the RMT
of imperialism, rights of self-determi- should be simply an electoral alli-Globalised Resistance as the fivethat discussionBut any attemptto union, representing London Under-
nation, the “peace process” in Ire-ance. Others, including the WIRFI,faces of its so-called united front tac4ry to overcome the situation with ground workers decided to stand 11
land, Palestine and Israel, the classink it should be a federation oftic. organisational solutions cannotdeal of its members as Campaign Against
character of the Labour Party andyroups and individuals opening up Moves of the SWP to tailor the with the main problem. Foritisthe Tube Privatisation candidates. The
others. a wide discussion towards foundingorganisation to suit their own pur-working class as a whole that faces leaders of the Regional Council are

In a number of cases the SA's para new socialist party, and others beposes came early on. When theyhe necessity to build its own new socialists with long experience in the
liamentary candidates were not memieve that it should immediately be-could not get a decision through arparty. movement and their candidates were
bers of any of the organised groupsgome a centralised party with its owrSA conference for an executive com-  In the main resolution of the thirda full-time official, the chair and sec-
but leaders in their own right - in lo- newspaper and with rights for minori-mittee instead of the very open liai-congress (June 1999) of Workers Inretary of the Regional Council,
cal trade unions, community cam-ies. son body that then existed, they goternational (WI) we set out our con-ranch officers and health and safety
paigns and the civil rights movement. What the conference agreed watheir own way by turning up to the ception of the kind of party we shouldrepresentatives.

Their decision to be part of the SAa constitution which centralises thefollowing meeting of the liaison body all be working to build: The LSA steering committee re-

was a sign of the growing anger obrganisation with a slate system ofvith enough of their members to push  “The most important attribute of fused to back them. Only the SP and
masses of people who had thoughélecting the national executive and @hrough a resolution for a small ex-a genuinely working-class party isthe WI supported them, but subse-
that the election of a Labour governnational council comprised of the na-ecutive committee of the liaison body,of course, the fact that it is basedjuently the SP withdrew its support
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genuinely
ass party

(a mistaken opportunist decision tq,

London Labour Party and the tradg
unions with reverberations through
out the country. New Labour refused
to support Ken Livingstone as the
party’s mayoral candidate, becausg
he would not support their proposed I||
privatisation of London Under-
ground. Finally he stood as an inde -.'.'
pendent and was expelled. Many==#
Labour Party members tore up theig#
membership cards; others refused 18s
work for the party in the election cam
paign and instead supported
Livingstone.

If Livingstone had intended to f
develop working-class struggle, he
would have supported the tube work="
ers. If he had called for the foundingg*
of a new socialist party there would
have been a mass exodus from t
Labour Party into it. Workers cam-
paigning for the disaffiliation of their
unions from the Labour Party would
have been strengthened. Bu
Livingstone is an individualist tied
to social democracy. He called for a
vote for him as mayor and for Labour
Party candidates for the Assembly.retary of the union branch, sup-though many have broken with thene relationship between the workperiods. Today is no exception.
tant that the RMT London RegionalTaylor was standing only on a singleSA because they know from bitterg|'the groups in the same party? going on independently of the deci-
Council did not accept Livingstone'sissue. Again, what a single issue! experience that most of “the left’will  The “answers lie in the historicsions of the SA national structure
advice. They campaigned in the elec- Unfortunately we can only imag- only support the campaigns they cagtryggles over principles in the Seceonference and not under its control.
tion independently against tube priine the importance of the Dudleycontrol, and once “the left" groupsong, Third and Fourth Internation-Our aim is to take developments for-
vatisation. They were supported bytrade union picket lines going as artonsider a workers’ struggle is overy|s - struggles which arose whemward, both inside and outside the SA,
the vast majority of their 8,000 tube-organised force among working-they move on to other things. workers were seeking answers atwards a genuinely working class-
worker members. class communities in neighbouring  In this connection the sacked Liv-they entered into a fight in previousparty.

This should have been seen by the Wyre Forest. erpool dockers leap to mind. There
SA as an important indication of Look at the way Frederick Engelscan be no doubt about the impar-
workers breaking from the Labour approached matters. In 1868 Engeltance of their leadership and the leg
party. Instead of standing candidates was enthusiastic when Henrysons of the international campaig /4 -
against the tube workers, they George of the Independent Laboucentral to their 28-month dispute| - Rebulld the
should have entered the campaign Party polled 68,110 votes in the elecwhich went far beyond work of
under the tube workers’ leadership. tion for mayor of New York. This was merely trade union kind. -

Instead they scornfully pointedone third of the total and beat the They know how to organise, cen-
the finger at these workers, sayindRepublican, Theodore Roosevelt byralise and unite workers in struggl “ erna Iona
that theirs was only a single-issuealmost 8,000 votes. Engels’ main con¥WWe cannot conceive of a new pait
campaign. But what a single-issuekideration was not that George was without them.

Privatisation is at the heart of work-“single taxer”, believing that the evils ~ Since the end of their dispute, workerS’
ers’ struggles and their break fromof capitalist production would dis- they have taken important steps for

maintain its place in the LSA.) - x'l - i"‘."“l'T EE “The ‘no politics’ ruling
The election campaign was pre imw.. . " _ i -
ceded by a big upheaval inside the s 2 =1 e at the structure
I

1 _.,---~-J-~—ll I.f ._. conference_vyas even
M g | : W __ | more surprising
w1y considering that the
gathering took place in
the middle of the
Afghan war ‘against
terrorism’!”
(Left) Anti-war
demonstrators flooded
Trafalgar Square
during the massive
rally on 18 November
2001

the LSA can be seen from this re- “The first great step of importanceing an international committee of
class - the most important element tgation of the workers as an independies for educational courses and mee ReSOIUtlon Of the Th I rd
possibly have a new working-classopportunity to develop and they carpaper of their dispute thBockers

the Labour Party which ditchedappear if ground rent was transward. Among other things, buildin
Clause Four. formed into a state tax! No! Engelson their international work, they have »
The petty bourgeois character ofvrote: played a prominent part in establish ovemen
fusal to accept that there is anythingor every country newly entering intodockworkers, opened an intern
to learn from the organised workingthe movement is always the organitional centre in Liverpool with facili
turn to and give confidence to theent political party, no matter how, asngs and they are central to t
mass of workers in the fight to establong as it is a distinct workers’ partymonthly workers’ newspaper CongreSS Of WOrkerS
lish their independence. How can we . . The masses must have time andNITE! largely based on the new Internatlonal to RebU|Id the
party without such worker-leaders?only have that opportunity whenCharter.

In the Wyre Forest constituencythey have their own movement, no The “streamlining” decisions 1
Dr Richard Taylor, who, although notmatter in what form so long as it isthe national structure conference fuir Fou rth Internatlonal
a socialist, had led a mass campaigtieir ownmovement, in which they ther strengthen the tendency of the . .
to defend Kidderminster hospitalare driven further by their own mis-SA to have “a life somehow parallgl £2.50 |nC|ud|ng postage
against closure and privatisationtakes and learn wisdom by hurtingout outside of [workers’ struggles|, .
stood as an independent in the genthemselves.” (emphasis in the origibringing together a party of those and paCk”’]g,

eral election. Thousands of peopleal.) who come from or represent this
flocked to vote for him. He received (Letter 209, 29 November 1886 -that organisation or group”.
28,487 votes, defeating the formeMarx and Engels Correspondence: Nevertheless as the break with ’ i

Labour MP by 17,630. But when heLawrence and Wishart, 1934) Labour Party develops, many wor From Workers Intematlonal’
asked the leadership of the striking What we see in the SA is the coners are studying the political scere PO Box 735, London SW8 4ZS
workers at nearby Dudley Hospitaltinuing battle against sectarianismThey must find answers to their life|s
to assist his campaign, the SWP se@and leading workers know this. Al-problems. Questions arise: what|id
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Comments on statements about 11 September 2001

A missed 7,

~
f

opportunity

| have read the WIP statement ontionary and bankrupt nature of ter-ing our statement, we have not
the war against Afghanistan, rorism, nor do we differentiate be- started from the premise of the need|
which from a worker’s point of view tween the terrorist acts of imperial-to raise workers’ consciousness by |
does not clarify matters at all, and lism and those of the oppressedtlarifying and explaining the issues
feel it is another missed opportu-fighting against their own ruling raised by the bombing of the World
nity in differentiating the Workers class. Trade Centre and the resulting
International from the rest of the 3. We say nothing about the at-bombing of Afghanistan.

left. tacks of imperialism on Afghani-  How can we ‘turn to the working

My reason for saying so is that stan, our position on the Talibanclass in each country and interna-
it leaves unanswered many of theor the Northern Alliance. Do we tionally to evoke an anti-war move-
questions that people are askingsupport them or call for their down- ment with real muscle’ without ad-
in conversations throughout com-fall? dressing the issues from the stand-
munities, factories and pubs. 4. We say nothing about the re-point of how the working class per-

1. The visual impact of 7,000 lationship between imperialism, the ceive them?
people being destroyed at thetraining of Bin Laden’s fanatical | feel the last six paragraphs are
World Trade Centre, the feelingsterrorists, and the Taliban, whoweak in explanation and substance,
of horror and grief for those who suppress the basic and democratigvritten in ‘Trotskyist’! style, which
died, and the sufferings of theirrights of the Afghan people. most working people would not un-
families, relatives and friends is not Should Bin Laden be brought to derstand.
mentioned. Only ‘the attacks on thejustice for this atrocity, and if so, In conclusion, our statement
World Trade Centre’. The omission by whom? does nothing to encourage people
is a callous disregard for the im- 5. What do we say to the Af- in Britain, Europe, America and else-
pact this has had on people’s conghan people about starvation, pov-where to stop supporting their capi-
sciousness, and the resulting superty and the denial of basic humantalist and imperialist leaders from
port for pro-Imperialist leaders rights? How can they resolve their continuing the war against Afghani-
throughout the world. problems, i.e. overthrow the stan.

Nothing is said about the trau- Taliban and install another reli- We must use our propaganda to
matic deaths of the hostages on thgious regime? intervene now, to clarify issues and
planes deliberately crashed into the 6. What do we say to the thou-raise awareness of who are the realsSssss
buildings, or the ‘terrorists’ who sands who have lost their jobs andenemies (and friends) of workers, ".f‘j.ﬂ,___
gave their lives in the suicide at- livelihoods because of the bomb-oppressed and dispossessed. To =
tack, or reasons why they did so. ing of the World Trade Centre? break them from their leaders - capi-

2. No mention is made of OsamaWhat do we say to the thousandgalist, reformist, trade unionist and Over 50,00 marched through London on 18
Bin Laden whose terrorist organi- of workers and their families who religious - who keep them down- Noyvember to demand an end to the bombing
sation is based on religious fanati-have cancelled their holidays (theirtrodden and exploited. . .
cism, or the Taliban who terrorise one break in the grind of exploita- | hope my contribution is not Of Afghanistan. They included powerful
the Afghan people with their dra- tion) because they are afraid to fly. merely seen as a criticism ofasmallcontingents of Muslims Iiving in Britian as well
conian interpretation of the Koran.  These are only some of the is-group of dedicated, overworked .. L.

There is no condemnation or ex-sues raised as | watch the develcomrades, who | admire, but a dif-&S trade unionists, socialist groups and peace
planation of these terrorist acts.opments since 11 September (myferent approach on how to reac“campaigners
Are we for Bin Laden and the 36th wedding anniversary) which | those activists that will be thrown
Taliban or against them? will never forget. up in the coming months.

Nothing is said about the reac- It seems to me that when writ-  Jim Bevan

Bloated self-assurance swiftly deflated

| agree with the principles espousethe collapse of Stalinism, its bloatecened out of a drugged existence. attacks on jobs. cluding the Americans, the USA’s
in the document “Now we must stogself-assurance as the now undis- They are forced to contemplate  The American masses after alinvulnerability can be no more.
Bush’s war against the peoples’, byuted king of the west and the pothe causes of the terrible events of stopped the war in Vietnam in con-  Imperialism can no longer attai
the LIT-CI. liceman of the world was quickly de- 11 September. They are forced by junction with the Vietnam revolu- the same stature as when Britag-
However, my problem is one of theflated when it invaded Somalia.  the dual response of the imperial- tion. nia ruled the waves.
assessment of the imperialist re- The accompanying racism alsasts by job-loss and the raining of ~ Even fundamentalisminthe long In the back of each one’s ming
sponse to 11 September. For onegceived a serious blow when thidsombs on Afghanistan. run will not benefit, because in anyis the knowledge that the rog
Afghanistan is only a smoke-screersupposedly primitive black nation  The imperialists cannot and do mass upswell against imperialismcauses of 11 September lies in P§-
USA imperialism reflected in its made rubbish of its video-game mili-not feel at ease, because the inevi-the masses stake their claim anéstine where with bitter regularit
larger-than-life heroism has beenary technology by interfering with table mass upsurge weakens theirweaken reaction. a mother and father bend over te
dealt a massive blow. This is not theneir electronics and redirecting theircollaborationist bourgeois regimes ~ What | am essentially trying to lifeless body of an 18 month-old
first one against its arrogance andombs to US and UN camps. in the middle east and the mass re-say, is that the chain of events doebaby.
sponsored assassinations. The US people - the working sponse in western Europe and thenot enforce imperialism’s strength, Hewat Beukes

After the Gulf War, in the wake of class in particular - is being awak-USA coincide with the inevitable butin the minds of most people in- WRP, Namibia

Trotsky speeches newly reprinted Europe

Europe and America: two of forces between the United StateBush’s ‘war on terrorism’. her great wealth or invest abroad d
speeches on imperialism, pub- and Europe was not one of equals. Trotsky understood the Unitedcreating industries whose product an
lished by Workers Internationalto  On her way to world dominion, the States’ drive to expand in China, in-will compete with America’s own. -
Rebuild the Fourth International ~ US would have to deal with the out-terrupted for forty years by the Chi-And the very fact of such invest- Amerlca
going dominant world power, Britain, nese revolution. ments in Asia, South America ang
THE TWO speeches reproduced irand ‘put Europe on rations’, prop- But above all Trotsky posed theAfrica call forth great social upheav-

this pamphlet were delivered in 1924ing up European capital and at thguestion: does a capitalist world or-als which in turn have a directimpac Two speeches on

and 1926. They present a vivid earl\same time closely circumscribing itsder based on American hegemonyn Wall Street. imperialism
anticipation of many features of whatspheres of activity. offer the possibility of ‘developing  Thus American capital itself is the
today is called ‘globalisation’, which ~ Trotsky knew how the United the productive forces on a worldsource of the greatest drive to wal by
in reality is the extension and deepStates , as the late-comer to worldcale and of leading mankind for-As Trotsky says: ‘The American
ening of the crisis of imperialist soci-dominion, could cloak every act ofward?’ (page 39). “pacifist” programme of putting the Leon Trotsky
ety. banditry with phrases about libera- He points out: ‘We live under whole world under her control is not|
Trotsky understood the centraltion and excuse every war with a pacieonditions of world economy’. Eu- at all a programme of peace. On thg
fact that the United States of Americdist slogan. rope is dependent on America, butontrary itis pregnant with wars anqd £2.50 plus £1 packing

had emerged from World War | asthe And he analysed unforgettablythat implies that America is vulner-the greatest revolutionary parox- From:
strongest imperialist power becaus@ow Europe’s social democrats beable to problems arising in Europeysms’. (P.19) ) .

of her massive industrial capacitycome the ‘missionaries’ for Ameri- and the rest of the world. With the re-publication of these Workers International,
But he anticipated a significant fea-canisation, laying bare the basic America accumulates masses ofpeeches, Workers International int PO Box 735,

ture of her hegemony: that it was extrends underlying this process ovecapital, but this in turn demands fruit-tends to initiate a series of pamphlet, London SWS 4ZS
ercised above all by finance capital.70 years before Tony Blair becamdul investment opportunities. discussing basic questions of Marx
Trotsky saw that the relationshipthe chief apologist for George W.America is compelled either to sit onism and the workers’ movement.
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An American reader writes

Demonstrate the feasibility

PAGE 7

of socialism to workers

The article by Bob
Archer in the Oct.
2001 issue of
Workers Interna-
tional Press, “Impe-
rialist Crisis and
the Working Class”
is excellent at ex-
plaining the cur-
rent degenerated
state of the capital-
ist system.

What | wish that

Bob Archer would
do is explain ex-
actly how the so-
cialist organization
of society is the
correct evolution-
ary solution to the
current problems
arising from the
hegemony of capi-
talist economies in
the period of impe-
rialism.

To win working
people to the
cause of socialism,
more than just
pointing out the
barbaric state of
affairs of the status
quo needs to be
done.

It is also neces-
sary to show what
to replace capital-
ism with and to

demonstrate its
feasibility. Given
the severe revers-
als of the gains of
the Bolshevik revo-
lution, the path
that the Chinese
revolution has trav-
elled and the trav-
esties that have
occurred in the
name of socialism
such as the poli-

cies of Stalin and
the Pol Pot regime
in Cambodia, it is
understandable
that many working
people will view
the call for a social-
ist revolution with
skepticism.

In Solidarity,

Peter Lehmann

The real world reveals its necessity
more than ever

PETER LEHMANN is right when he
says that Stalin, China, Pol Pot, et
have created great problems and ui-

dermined working-class confidenc right-wing, pro-capitalist outlook.
in socialism. Many Marxists, too, And it is the same development
have lost confidence in recent yearspeople came to believe existed autdished in opposition to utopians whopression in each case in the form ofvhich informs the ever-closer col-
If we do not take this into account,matically as a right, depended orsaw socialism as an ideal outside anthe State; and, therefore, every revdaboration of most trade-union lead-
we will not be able to make themulti-national companies, automibileabove the class struggle. But to refutionary struggle is directed againsers with the bourgeois state.
progress which has been made posnanufacturers, construction firms,move ‘socialism’ from the way way a class, which till then has been in To create conditions for a rebirth
sible by the collapse of Stalinism, thepharmaceuticals,  petroleum,workers organize themselves forpower'. of Marxism in the working class,
degeneration in so-called socialispapermaking, publishing, etc struggle against the enemy is to make (Karl Marx, ‘The German Ideol- Marxists today must devote every
parties around the world, and the And of course workers in the Westit into a religion. ogy’, Lawrence & Wishart, London, possible resource to re-building the
deepening economic and social crieould enjoy these things because the The anarchy, destruction, inhu-1965, p.85.) class organizations of workers.
Sis. bourgeoisie used its military domi-manity, repression, wars, disease and The phrase ‘a class ... from which  This is not a question of leaving
However, socialism is not a uto-nation to exploit colonies economi-starvation which capitalist states anémanates the consciousness of theur Marxism in your pocket when
pia which may or may not be estabeally. capitalist enterprises unleash upomecessity of a fundamental revoluyou go into a discussion with work-
lished depending on how well we Ultimately, the gains in the formerthe world are an expression of theion’ deserves a great deal of coners, a trade union meeting, a group
socialists argue for this or that blue-Soviet Union could not be defendedirive for private profit on the part of sideration. Pondering this point (andstruggling for civil rights, or an anti-
print. The establishment of socialismand developed while it was part of acapital, which itself becomes acorrectly pointing out that such con-war rally.
is the necessary next step for theapitalist world. In fact, as time wentmighty social forces driving and di- sciousness did not arise merely from On the contrary, Marxism will
human race because of the produen the Soviet Union and all the coun+ecting the activities of human be-workers generalizing their experienceprove itself and gain respect to the
tive forces and productive relationstries of the so-called Eastern bloc reings. at the point of production), Leninextent that it provides people and
which have developed in capitalistied on loans from the World Bank.  This was why Marx concluded added that while the working classorganizations with a correct way for-
society itself. Nor can the working class in the Westvery early on in his life) that the so-gravitated towards socialism, the rulward and concrete actions which
Socialism is also contained in thedefend and develop its gains whilecial nature of production could onlying class worked might and main todevelop them, with always the need
way the working class organizes it-they exist within a production for be fully expressed if private propertycounteract that natural tendency. expressed to evoke practical organi-
self, what it fights for and what it hasprofit system. was expropriated. In a passage in In order to achieve the necessaryation and action by the oppressed
fought for and achieved. So although we are now faced withThe German Ideology’ which still clarity and strength to carry out theand exploited as much as possible.
Capitalism has enhanced to anhe problems of overcoming loss ofdeserves careful study, he said:  revolution, the working class has to  And Marxists will not be able to
enormous extent the social nature ofonfidence in socialism, the real world ‘(1) In the development of produc-endow itself with its own political do this unless they study in the clos-
production. This, incidentally, is the reveals its necessity more than evetive forces there comes a stage wheparty. est possible detail the forces that
powerful and progressive side of  The social gains are now beingroductive forces and means of in- However, this is the point which bear on people’s political develop-
‘globalisation’. destroyed - privatized - as the multitercourse are brought into beingjs most often misunderstood by Marxment in this situation. They must
These production processes argational companies on which thesevhich, under the existing relation-ists and would-be Leninists. learn to understand what Trotsky
nowadays organized by huge capiservices depend for their day-to-dahips, only cause mischief and are They think that the job is to find acalled ‘molecular developments’, ap-
talist companies (trusts, combinesesiatence are now taking them ovemo longer productive but destructiveway of explaining the process toparently tiny changes in the way peo-
concerns, multinationals) which  The question for all the anti-pri- forces (machinery and money); andvorkers in a didactic way. ple think and their ability to act.
have been much criticized recentlyatisation campaigns is: do we ex€onnected with this a class is called The besetting error of the ‘Marx-  And socialism become a truly liv-
because their actions have been seeend the social services by takingorth, which has to bear all the bur-ists’ today is to try to organize theing question today when the same
to be in many ways contrary to theover the capitalist companies, or dalens of society without enjoying itsMarxist movement separately fromcompanies employ workers all over
interests of human beings and thehe capitalist companies take oveamdvantages, which, ousted from soworkers in struggle and thenthe world at vastly different rates of
environment in which they have toour services! ciety, is forced into the most decidecproseyletise in the working class. wages and of exploitation, where
try to live. The necessity for socialism thereantagonism to all other classes, a Itis quite true that Stalinism in all such a thing as the so-called ‘Third
The reason for this is not the siz€ore is revealed both in the way capiclass which forms the majority of allits different forms, including Maoism World’ can exist in which millions live
or power of the companies them+alist production is ‘globalised’ and members of society, and from whichand Pol Pot, committed dreadfulunder vastly different conditions
selves, but the capitalist social relain the way the working class is forcedemanates the consciousness of th@imes and did enormous damage tfrom the so-called ‘First World'.
tions they enshrine. to fight back. necessity of a fundamental revoluthe working class and the socialist It becomes a vital question when
On the basis of the productive So socialism must be created irtion, the communist consciousnessmovement. people fleeing war, poverty and re-
forces developed within capitalism,advance of its actuality in the waywhich may, of course, arise among Certainly it corrupted Marxism, pression set sail across the Timor Sea
workers in the West and in the formeghe working class organizes itself —the other classes too through théied about theoretical matters andn cockle-shell open boats, storm the
USSR and in Eastern Europe werén its internationalism contemplation of the situation of thispushed forward political view op- entrance to the rail-tunnel into the
able to achieve certain gains which This was and is the first and mostlass. posed to the interests of the workindJK or try to break through the US
were moves towards socialism andmportant question. ‘(2) the conditions under which class. border. Under these conditions an in-
which created better conditions of The establishment of the First In-definite productive forces can be But the worst crime of Stalinism ternational organization of militant
life. These were education, the healtfernational was born out of practicalapplied, are the conditions of the rulavas to bring socialism into disreputeworkers has become an absolute ne-
service, water supply, electric and gagecessity: workers were being pitteaf a definite class of society, whoseas a viable future, and that was tiedessity and the main responsibility
power, transport, social housing, etcagainst each other. social power, deriving from its prop- up with a concerted attempt to liqui-of Marxist today is to help one to
All of these social gains, whichmany  That International was also estaberty, has its practical-idealistic ex-date the movement of the workingcome into being.

class. That is also what is involved
in the turn everywhere by formerly
nominally socialist parties to the most
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A reply to Charlie Pottins by Bronwen Handyside

The War Crimes Tribunal
IS a travesty of justice

IN HIS criticism of Radoslav is providing rich pickings for foreign

Pavlovic’s article on Milosevic’s ap- exploiters.

pearance before the Hague War As Radoslav Pavlovic points out,

Crimes Tribunal (Workers Interna-Bosnia-Herzegovina is under thd .

tional Press July/August 2001)control of imperialist-imposed rulers. i Durham Miners’ Gala

Charlie asks us, (Workers Interna- Just one small example of this isf ; iR’ i

tional Press October 2001): that last year the Office of the High!® in 1994. We_ didn’t wait
“Surely, instead of denouncingRepresentative of the United Nation s eleoniien for bourge0|s

the tribunal as a ‘travesty ‘ beforein Bosnia approved the process i : oraanisations to

the star enters the dock, we mustvhereby a major state owned com g

The Workers Aid for
Bosnia banner at the

dergand it Iolo?a]s ? thgroug? jo'&l)?" pany, Alumiﬂij(ljvlt?stﬁr, ICocated on ter- s - & A - re-establish the unity
ut surely the first duty of a Marx- ritory controlled by the Croatian army;, Pt p— R ;

ist is to identify the class enemywas privatised by blatant fraud into REEIIHGS T0 TL of the working class
loudly, continuously and uncompro-the hands of Croatian nationalistsg® r = — i 1

misingly, especially when that classmaking it an easy target for foreig
enemy has a long and putrid heritbuyers. -
age of whitewashes and cover-ups The factory management during
in its efforts to deceive the workingand after the war dismissed almos
class over its responsibilities forall Serb and Bosniak workers (the ma
world carnage. jority), while rewarding Croat employ-

Surely we must not collude in yetees with shares. The firm then.}
another attempt at a cover-up of imehanged its capital structure to rez .
perialism’s crimes by saying to theduce the value of the state-owneg
world: “let’s wait and see how it turnspart, handing effective control to a
out. It may not be so bad after all”. dramatically increased private com

Bill Hunter’s article on the ponent dominated by Croatian na
Nuremburg trials, originally pub- tionalist political structures in West
lished in the Trotskyist paper Social-Mostar.
ist Appeal (April 1946) shows how The very existence of the Warpress) to the French parliamentaryooled into thinking that we should plies that perhaps it can - and thereby
to write about the role of imperialism.Crimes Tribunal usurps yet anotheinquiry, set up to investigate the rolewait and see if justice will be done. he is doing a thorough disservice to

It begins: fundamental sovereign right of peoplayed by Benrard Janvier, the French | don’t understand why Charlie the working class.

“At Nuremburg the Nazi gang- ples of the Balkans, the right to trygeneral in command of United Na-says (when Radoslav points out that Unless our understanding and
sters are in the dock as a sacrificiatriminals who have committed crimestions forces in Bosnia at the time ofMlilosevic is as guilty of the identification of the class forces at
offering for the crimes of world capi- in their own territory in their own the fall of Srebrenica. Srebrenica massacre as Sharon is wofork in the world is as clear as we
talism. The trial is being staged toproperly constituted and legally rec- A few weeks before Serb nation-those at Sabra and Chatila) “sparean make it, how can we engage in
pretend that only the German imperiognised courts. It is yet another decalist forces under General Ratkaus the irony”. There is no irony inrevolutionary activity?
alists were responsible for the warlaration that their state does not beMladic seized the town, Janvier andhat statement, it is simply a matter Workers Aid for Bosnia, for which
Yet in spite of all precautions, thelong to them, that they have beemMladic held three meetings duringof fact. Charlie salutes Radoslav’s instru-
truth is leaking out that all the majordeprived of the right to decide theirwhich it is widely thought the French  No one in the Workers Interna-mental role, was set up on the basis
capitalist powers bear equal responewn destiny. Why are they being in-general guaranteed there would b&onal has ever suggested that wéhat the European working class had
sibility for the devastation of the sulted in this way? Because theyo UN intervention at Srebrenica aslon’t make use of the bourgeoigo come to the aid of the Bosnian

world.” came under attack by genocidal walong as hostage UnProFor troopgourts. people.
Half a century later, the imperial- criminals implicitly and explicitly sup- (many of them French) were released. Finally: we cannot join in conceal-  We fought for the development of
ists throw their former protégée,ported by the imperialist nations. When Mladic’s troops attackeding the role of the imperialist nationsWorkers Aid, even though we could

Milosevic, to the wolves to ensure Charlie is right to say there can’tthe town, Janvier refused a numbefrom their victims. It is an essentialsee that many of the charitable aid
that he and a few others around hirbe anything other than “victor’s jus-of increasingly frantic pleas from thepart of the struggle to ensure theyrganisations, including the United
will now carry the can for the poli- tice”. But there are victors and vic-Dutch UN soldiers on the ground forcease to be victims. We can be comNations, had far more resources than
cies pursued by the imperialist nators, as he well knows, and as Billair strikes. pletely open about our politics whenwe, because we knew that the con-
tions throughout the course of theHunter’s explains in his piece on He refused one request becauseve work with those who still have struction of that organisation would
Balkans war. Nuremburg: he said, it had been faxed on thdlusions about the nature of imperi-strengthen the working class.

Key to the ongoing struggle of the  “The working class, when it comeswrong form. alism (as all of us do on a daily ba- We did not wait around to see
working class is an understanding ofo power, will put all the criminalsin ~ The French set up the inquiry un=sis), but we must never tell them thatvhether bourgeois aid organisations
the class nature of the forces theyhe dock when they examine the arder pressure from several groupsye are not quite sure ourselves andr politicians might act in a way to
confront. Whatever the intentions ofchives. The secret negotiations anthcluding Medecins Sans Frontieresthat we must wait and see how it panstrengthen the unity of the European
individuals working in the War Crimes schemes, the plots and counter plotwhich suspected that Janvier wagut. working class. We were crystal clear
Tribunal, the fundamental premise orwhereby world diplomacy is carriedacting on instructions from the high- When Charlie says: “We mustfrom the outset that there is no way
which it is based is a filthy travestyon will all be revealed pitilessly, asest echelons of the French governdemand that it [the War Crimes Tri-that they would, because of their
of justice. How can those who col-were the secret negotiations whictment, probably former Prime Minis- bunal] does a thorough job” he im-class nature.
luded with the war criminals at everywere made public by the Bolshevikser Alain Juppe. Juppe has appeared
stage of the war have the right taunder Leninin 1917.” in front of the inquiry, and denied 4l
judge the agents with whom they This is the justice demanded byinvolvement. But when Janvier ga
colluded? the Women of Srebrenica when thevidence, the court went into clos

As Charlie knows, the imperialistsay they want to know the truthsession.
nations who set up the Tribunalabout Srebrenica - and that ALL The lack of air strikes told Mladi

started with silent complicity in those involved must be put in thethat he was free to slaughter as m
Milosevic's ethnic cleansing anddock. Is Charlie saying that we acMuslims at Srebrenica as he liked] | Ietters and
moved on to active collusion with thecept bourgeois “victor’s justice” and Janvier agreed with him that thejq
imposition of the arms embargo at thelo not point out how it is inad- would be no air strikes then he =
beginning of the Bosnian war. Theequate? should be in the dock, and perh pI artICIes to
vide and re-divide Bosnia in line with ruling class, the Soviet BureaucracyKaradzic. Workers Internatlonal
Serb army victories on the ground. and the Nazis was vigorously sup- A few points in conclusion: th

They imposed the Dayton Agreepressed. headline given to Rade’s article: “Wi
those divisions. Incidentally the oneto the forefront while other more sig-administer justice? From the points
of the Dayton agreement relating taCharlie points out that one of the SeriNuremburg trials, it would appear th
the return of refugees, and the handgenerals responsible for thehe is not. UK Tel: +(O) 020 7627 8660
ing over of war criminals is not en-Srebrenica massacre has been jailed Radoslav and Workers Internaf

email: wirfi@appleonline.net

(led by the US) to weaken the work-taking place, and publicised in theare not fooled into thinking that www.workers-international.org.uk/
ing class and make it easier to imworld’s media, little attention was those prosecutions mean that r
pose the capitalist restoration whiclpaid (I saw no reports in the UKjustice will be done. We are not ev

jackals of European politics pro- Hunter shows in his article on thethis is why NATO forces in Bosni
ceeded over three years, as Radosl®uremburg trials how evidence ofshow no signs of arresting him,
ment, which handed half of Bosnia In the same way publicity aroundCrimes Tribunal a travesty of justic 1 ‘ reSS
to the war criminals, and continueshe few figures dragged in front ofwas not a mistake. Or is Charlie sug
PO Box 735,
forced is Republika Srpska. by the Hague Tribunal. But at thetional Press are not “complainin
The divisions are imposed in thevery same time that General Krstic’'(as Charlie implies) because Ser

Pavlovic points out in detall, to di- collaboration between the Europearis fellow indicted war criminal
day by day and actively to reinforcethe War Crimes Tribunal is pushedgesting that the Tribunal will full
part of Bosnia where the conditionsnificant inquiries are taking place.he makes in his letter about thg London SW8 4ZS
interests of the world bourgeoisie(and Dragan Obrenovic’s) trial wasleaders are being prosecuted. But




