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The Special Congress (17-20 December 2013) of the National
Union of Metalworkers of South Africa (NUMSA), with 1,200
delegates representing 338,000 members, unanimously decided to
break with the African National Congress (ANC) and the South
African Communist Party (SACP) as the ﬁrst step
establishing a political organisation committed

towards
in its

policies and actions to the establishment of a Socialist South
Africa.
For NUMSA the massacre of the Marikana miners marked a turning
point in the social and political life of South Africa. It
could not be business as usual. They put the question: How do
we explain the killing of striking miners in a democracy? They
had to conduct a sustained and thorough analysis of the
political meaning of Marikana.
The leadership concluded that the decisions of the unions 9th
Congress were no longer enough to guide [them]. The situation
had changed to a point where [they] needed a new mandate from
the membership, and their Special Congress decided to break
with the ANC and SACP and call upon the Confederation of South
African Trade Unions (Cosatu) to re-establish its independent
campaigning role, for there is no priority more important than

safeguarding the capacity of the working class to act in its
own interests.
In so doing NUMSA is raising matters of vital importance for
workers everywhere engulfed by the crisis of capitalism which
manifests itself in mass unemployment, deepening poverty and
widening inequalities. To end the rule of capital, workers are
faced with the task of breaking with fake socialist and
communist parties acting on behalf of the capitalist class and
failing to act as the vanguard of the working class.
The Special Congress therefore decided on a new united front
to coordinate the struggles in the workplace and in
communities, to explore the establishment of a Movement for
Socialism and to conduct a thoroughgoing discussion on
previous attempts to build socialism as well as current
experiments to build socialism and an international study on
the historical formation of working class parties.
For

the

Workers

International

to

Rebuild

the

Fourth

International these decisions of the NUMSA Special Conference
and the unions subsequent statements and actions towards
socialism are historic and crucial for the working class and
its organisations internationally.
Inspired by the example of NUMSA we are making every
possible effort through our own currently small and isolated
organisations to oppose all the opportunism and anti-working
class politics which are so widespread in the so-called
advanced capitalist countries, with a view to preparing
socialism. And, like NUMSA, in the midst of the majority of
organisations which have gone over to the side of antiMarxism or falsiﬁcation, we are guided by Marxism.
We support, and will circulate and publicise, NUMSAs
Special Congress Resolution and Statement throughout the
working class;
We support and will act on NUMSAs decision to build a

Movement for Socialism;
We enthusiastically welcome and want to take part in NUMSAs
decision for an international study on the historical
formation of working class parties.

