A powerful manifesto and a
serious appeal
As the Workers Revolutionary Party of Namibia submits the
Manifesto reproduced below to voters in the 2019 National
Assembly Elections, reports flood in from around the globe of
movements by the masses in Iraq, Lebanon, Chile and elsewhere
in direct and open opposition to poverty and exploitation and
the corruption and economic mis-management of their ‘own’
venal governments acting as the local agents of imperialist
powers and interests.
They follow on from the events of the “Arab Spring” earlier
in the decade and the more recent echoes of these movements
in Tunisia and Sudan.
These movements are impressive in their scope and energy and
their ability, especially since in Iraq and Lebanon they
unite sectors of the population hitherto separated by
religious and ethnic affiliations.
Powerful as they are, however, all these movements are
hampered by the lack of a political programme and of a wellthought-out strategy to alleviate the suffering expressed in
their simple and compelling demands.
In a few boldly-drawn paragraphs, the Namibian WRP Manifesto
sketches out the main lines of that programme and underscores
the rightly central role which the working class is called
upon to play within such movements, how it links to other
parts of the masses and what targets it can set itself to
ensure future progress.
Workers International to Rebuild the Fourth International is
extremely proud to submit the Manifesto to the consideration
of serious socialists everywhere. Our comrades in Namibia
have established significant roots among mineworkers, fishery

workers, pensioners, homeowners and tenants and more
The Namibia WRP are experiencing a wave of media and other
public interest in their Manifesto. They need resources to
spread it far and wide. Workers International will provide
whatever support it can so that they can send material,
speakers and organisers the length and breadth of the country
in the election campaign. Please help us:
account details:
The Correspondence Society
acc no: 20059400
sort: 60 83 01
payments from outside UK would need IBAN number:
GB93NWBK60023571418024
THE CONTEXT OF THE 2019 NATIONAL ELECTIONS
Namibia is an example of a Comprador State. In a political
context the word “comprador” is used to describe an agent
having control over a nation’s workforce by acting on behalf
of foreign masters. In Namibia it means the Namibian
government having control over the working people on behalf of
foreign and capitalist masters.
Using law enforcement agencies, the care-taker regime since
1990 has systematically destroyed the legal rights and gains
of the working class through legislation and corruption. At
the behest and in favour of corporate business, these
agencies, which include the Office of the Labour Commissioner
and the Courts of Law, disregard the laws concerning the
rights of workers.
The State is destroying the nation’s infrastructure (roads,
hospitals and schools) by a lack of maintenance and brazen
theft. Our education system is proof thereof. The adage
“education is the greatest equalizer” remains out of reach for
the masses, where enrolment in private schools is reserved for
children of the middle class and the children of the working

class and the poor (peasants) receive sub-standard ‘location’
education.
The State’s express policy on the land issue is “no land to
the poor”. The plight of those who lost their land to
imperialists is not addressed by the care-taker regime. On the
contrary, the state further disowned the impoverished
communities by seizing their remaining snippets of land.
The judiciary is subservient to the same masters, foreign and
local corporate business; banks, industries and capitalists.
It destroys the rule of law.
The modus operandi of the imperialists and international
corporations in conjunction with the State is to exploit the
workers by means of low wages, hazardous work conditions and
the blatant disregard of labour laws. This practise is common
in southern Africa.
The imperialists and capitalists have a vested interest in our
presidential and national assembly elections. Our elections
are a farce. It is run and controlled by the Indian Army and
nullified our sovereignty. Both the registration of voters and
voting by the electronic machines are a mockery. Voter
registrations are duplicated. Voters can cast their votes
multiple times.
Since independence these farcical elections are approved by
the USA, EU, AU, SADEC and the IEC as “free and fair” in the
name of ‘political continuity’ to serve their interests and to
ensure the unbridled exploitation of the colonies.
Under the Comprador State, Namibia as a whole is
disintegrating by the day. The prospects for the nation are a
continuously lowering material and cultural standard of
living. The vast resources of fish, minerals (strategic and
precious), oil and gas reserves, and the most essential
resource, the land of the people, are corruptly sold to
foreign masters.

The State, bankrupted by rampant looting of the Treasury, is
further intensifying its insolvency by turning the country
into a tax haven for money launderers. Industries operating in
Namibia are registered for tax purposes elsewhere, where they
pay no taxes in any event.
There is no HOPE, only DESPERATION unless the programme of the
workers’ party is realised.
PROGRAMME
The only force which can turn the economic and human wastage
around is the organised working class.
The WRP as the vanguard of that organisation is participating
in the 2019 National Elections for no other reason, but to
throw light on the main issues wracking this nation and the
Southern African working people and to propagate its proposals
to achieve working class organisation to fight the scourge.
It harbours no illusions about the mockery of elections which
will once more yield results contrived by the Indian State in
collusion with the Namibian State.
ISSUES
1.Plundering of natural resources
Namibia’s coastline is unguarded. This allows for unlimited
exploitation of marine resources. Also, this resource is sold
to imperialist countries (South Africa and Spain) by the State
on behalf of individuals.
2.The land question
The majority of Namibians have no access to land.
Dispossession is absolute and total. The Comprador State has
gone as far as legislating the Traditional Authorities Act 25
of 2000, which prohibits communities from owning their land.
The so-called traditional authorities have no authority or

jurisdiction over land.
The stated policy of the regime is, “no land to the poor”.
3.Labour situation
Legislation, pervasive corruption, non-policies and
dysfunctional administration and executive combine to set off
unbelievable levels of unemployment with literally hundreds of
youth rushing for single job openings.
The incumbent regime is oblivious of mineral and natural
reserves of priceless minerals (strategic and precious) and
massive self-generating resources such as marine and other
natural resources. The greatest source of life, land, is
squandered away in the same manner.
The obscene squandering of all these resources for laughable
bribes by national and international capital leaves the nation
abused and bewildered.
PROGRAMME
The WRP uses these elections to articulate its clarion call to
the working class to organise at all levels to declare war on
the destruction of the nation through the destruction of its
sovereignty, its self-determination and its liberation, etc.
The programme of the WRP calls on the working class to rebuild
their unions in the fishing, mining sectors and industrial and
commercial fields under the guidance of the workers’ party.
This rebuilding shall take place in the process of arresting
the unadulterated exploitation of the country by such demands
as opening the books of corporations from mines to factories,
and from banks to insurance companies; a public audit of the
resources exploited and taken out of this country; the
cessation of the money laundering mechanism put in place by
the Comprador regime; the derogation of labour rights through
legislation and corruption; and, a national review of the de-

education of the youth.
The WRP programme calls on the working class to organise at
all levels to optimise the utility of their resources; the
optimum utilisation of these massive resources to create
permanent jobs, to demand rational industrialisation demanded
by the total human and technical and natural resources at its
disposal.
The WRP call on the working class to treat issues affecting
women, men, youth, homosexuals, etcetera as issues affecting
the working class as a whole and not issues to be separated.
The working class has no interest in the designs of the black
and Khoisan middle classes to step into the shoes of the white
landowners by laying claim to the lands of the people. Its
sole interest is to restore the collective property of the
disowned communities which was collectively disowned. The WRP
advise the working class and poor peasantry to call for a
national land conference to discuss the restoration of
legality in the country by restoration of illegally
expropriated lands. (The peasants never held individual title,
they held collective ownership. Both the black and white
middle class baulk at the idea of a historical inquiry into
the land issue in Southern Africa.)
ONLY the ORGANISED working class armed with a programme for
all the working people of the NATION can take power and lead
the country out of extreme backwardness and squalor in the
midst of untold wealth.
ONLY the ORGANISED working class led by a workers’ party can
break the suffocation of the nation by imperialism.
WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY (WRP)
TO REBUILD THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL
A political party duly registered in terms of the electoral

laws of the Republic of Namibia
4479 Dodge Avenue, Khomasdal
Tel: 061-260647
ericabeukes@yahoo.co.uk
jacobusjosob@ymail.com

P.O. Box 3349 Windhoek

