
International  Appeal  from
Namibia Fishermen United
Workers International is proud to circulate this appeal for
international solidarity with the fishermen of Namibia.

Open letter to Namibian Nation

New Issue 13 Die Werker out
now!
The latest issue (Oct 2019) of Die Werker

Inside this issue:
Onslaught on the working class.
Transnamib will not listen.
The Workers Advice Centre (WAC) was instructed by Namibian
workers  to  conduct  three  foundational  investigations.  It
summarises the most Demonstrative facts of the semi- colonial
dilemmas and atrocities.
Unresolved contradictions come to bite again.
Namibia  Fishermen  United  Association  to:  working  class
organisations, the judges of Namibia – petition.
Electronic voting system proven a national scam.
Greetings to the SWANU on its 60th anniversary.
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A  powerful  manifesto  and  a
serious appeal
As the Workers Revolutionary Party of Namibia submits the
Manifesto reproduced below to voters in the 2019 National
Assembly Elections, reports flood in from around the globe of
movements by the masses in Iraq, Lebanon, Chile and elsewhere
in direct and open opposition to poverty and exploitation and
the corruption and economic mis-management of their ‘own’
venal governments acting as the local agents of imperialist
powers and interests.

They follow on from the events of the “Arab Spring” earlier
in the decade and the more recent echoes of these movements
in Tunisia and Sudan.

These movements are impressive in their scope and energy and
their ability, especially since in Iraq and Lebanon they
unite  sectors  of  the  population  hitherto  separated  by
religious and ethnic affiliations. 

Powerful  as  they  are,  however,  all  these  movements  are
hampered by the lack of a political programme and of a well-
thought-out strategy to alleviate the suffering expressed in
their simple and compelling demands. 

In a few boldly-drawn paragraphs, the Namibian WRP Manifesto
sketches out the main lines of that programme and underscores
the rightly central role which the working class is called
upon to play within such movements, how it links to other
parts of the masses and what targets it can set itself to
ensure future progress.

Workers International to Rebuild the Fourth International is
extremely proud to submit the Manifesto to the consideration
of serious socialists everywhere. Our comrades in Namibia
have established significant roots among mineworkers, fishery
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workers, pensioners, homeowners and tenants and more

The Namibia WRP are experiencing a wave of media and other
public interest in their Manifesto. They need resources to
spread it far and wide. Workers International will provide
whatever support it can so that they can send material,
speakers and organisers the length and breadth of the country
in the election campaign. Please help us:
account details:
The Correspondence Society
acc no: 20059400
sort: 60 83 01
payments from outside UK would need IBAN number:
GB93NWBK60023571418024

THE CONTEXT OF THE 2019 NATIONAL ELECTIONS

Namibia is an example of a Comprador State. In a political
context the word “comprador” is used to describe an agent
having control over a nation’s workforce by acting on behalf
of  foreign  masters.  In  Namibia  it  means  the  Namibian
government having control over the working people on behalf of
foreign and capitalist masters.

Using law enforcement agencies, the care-taker regime since
1990 has systematically destroyed the legal rights and gains
of the working class through legislation and corruption. At
the  behest  and  in  favour  of  corporate  business,  these
agencies, which include the Office of the Labour Commissioner
and  the  Courts  of  Law,  disregard  the  laws  concerning  the
rights of workers. 

The State is destroying the nation’s infrastructure (roads,
hospitals and schools) by a lack of maintenance and brazen
theft.  Our  education  system  is  proof  thereof.  The  adage
“education is the greatest equalizer” remains out of reach for
the masses, where enrolment in private schools is reserved for
children of the middle class and the children of the working



class and the poor (peasants) receive sub-standard ‘location’
education.

The State’s express policy on the land issue is “no land to
the  poor”.  The  plight  of  those  who  lost  their  land  to
imperialists is not addressed by the care-taker regime. On the
contrary,  the  state  further  disowned  the  impoverished
communities by seizing their remaining snippets of land.

The judiciary is subservient to the same masters, foreign and
local corporate business; banks, industries and capitalists.
It destroys the rule of law.

The  modus  operandi  of  the  imperialists  and  international
corporations in conjunction with the State is to exploit the
workers by means of low wages, hazardous work conditions and
the blatant disregard of labour laws. This practise is common
in southern Africa.

The imperialists and capitalists have a vested interest in our
presidential and national assembly elections. Our elections
are a farce. It is run and controlled by the Indian Army and
nullified our sovereignty. Both the registration of voters and
voting  by  the  electronic  machines  are  a  mockery.  Voter
registrations  are  duplicated.  Voters  can  cast  their  votes
multiple times. 

Since independence these farcical elections are approved by
the USA, EU, AU, SADEC and the IEC as “free and fair” in the
name of ‘political continuity’ to serve their interests and to
ensure the unbridled exploitation of the colonies. 

Under  the  Comprador  State,  Namibia  as  a  whole  is
disintegrating by the day. The prospects for the nation are a
continuously  lowering  material  and  cultural  standard  of
living. The vast resources of fish, minerals (strategic and
precious),  oil  and  gas  reserves,  and  the  most  essential
resource,  the  land  of  the  people,  are  corruptly  sold  to
foreign masters.



The State, bankrupted by rampant looting of the Treasury, is
further intensifying its insolvency by turning the country
into a tax haven for money launderers. Industries operating in
Namibia are registered for tax purposes elsewhere, where they
pay no taxes in any event. 

There is no HOPE, only DESPERATION unless the programme of the
workers’ party is realised. 

PROGRAMME

The only force which can turn the economic and human wastage
around is the organised working class.

The WRP as the vanguard of that organisation is participating
in the 2019 National Elections for no other reason, but to
throw light on the main issues wracking this nation and the
Southern African working people and to propagate its proposals
to achieve working class organisation to fight the scourge.

It harbours no illusions about the mockery of elections which
will once more yield results contrived by the Indian State in
collusion with the Namibian State. 

ISSUES

1.Plundering of natural resources

Namibia’s coastline is unguarded. This allows for unlimited
exploitation of marine resources. Also, this resource is sold
to imperialist countries (South Africa and Spain) by the State
on behalf of individuals.

2.The land question

The  majority  of  Namibians  have  no  access  to  land.
Dispossession is absolute and total. The Comprador State has
gone as far as legislating the Traditional Authorities Act 25
of 2000, which prohibits communities from owning their land.
The so-called traditional authorities have no authority or



jurisdiction over land.

The stated policy of the regime is, “no land to the poor”.

3.Labour situation

Legislation,  pervasive  corruption,  non-policies  and
dysfunctional administration and executive combine to set off
unbelievable levels of unemployment with literally hundreds of
youth rushing for single job openings. 

The  incumbent  regime  is  oblivious  of  mineral  and  natural
reserves of priceless minerals (strategic and precious) and
massive self-generating resources such as marine and other
natural  resources.  The  greatest  source  of  life,  land,  is
squandered away in the same manner.

The obscene squandering of all these resources for laughable
bribes by national and international capital leaves the nation
abused and bewildered. 

PROGRAMME

The WRP uses these elections to articulate its clarion call to
the working class to organise at all levels to declare war on
the destruction of the nation through the destruction of its
sovereignty, its self-determination and its liberation, etc.

The programme of the WRP calls on the working class to rebuild
their unions in the fishing, mining sectors and industrial and
commercial fields under the guidance of the workers’ party.
This rebuilding shall take place in the process of arresting
the unadulterated exploitation of the country by such demands
as opening the books of corporations from mines to factories,
and from banks to insurance companies; a public audit of the
resources  exploited  and  taken  out  of  this  country;  the
cessation of the money laundering mechanism put in place by
the Comprador regime; the derogation of labour rights through
legislation and corruption; and, a national review of the de-



education of the youth. 

The WRP programme calls on the working class to organise at
all levels to optimise the utility of their resources; the
optimum  utilisation  of  these  massive  resources  to  create
permanent jobs, to demand rational industrialisation demanded
by the total human and technical and natural resources at its
disposal.

The WRP call on the working class to treat issues affecting
women, men, youth, homosexuals, etcetera as issues affecting
the working class as a whole and not issues to be separated.

The working class has no interest in the designs of the black
and Khoisan middle classes to step into the shoes of the white
landowners by laying claim to the lands of the people. Its
sole interest is to restore the collective property of the
disowned communities which was collectively disowned. The WRP
advise the working class and poor peasantry to call for a
national  land  conference  to  discuss  the  restoration  of
legality  in  the  country  by  restoration  of  illegally
expropriated lands. (The peasants never held individual title,
they  held  collective  ownership.  Both  the  black  and  white
middle class baulk at the idea of a historical inquiry into
the land issue in Southern Africa.)

ONLY the ORGANISED working class armed with a programme for
all the working people of the NATION can take power and lead
the country out of extreme backwardness and squalor in the
midst of untold wealth. 

ONLY the ORGANISED working class led by a workers’ party can
break the suffocation of the nation by imperialism.

WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY (WRP)

TO REBUILD THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

A political party duly registered in terms of the electoral



laws of the Republic of Namibia

4479 Dodge Avenue, Khomasdal  P.O. Box 3349 Windhoek

Tel: 061-260647

ericabeukes@yahoo.co.uk

jacobusjosob@ymail.com

Defend Casual Workers Advice
Office in Johannesburg!
On Monday evening 2 September 2019, during a campaign of
xenophobic violence, a 200-strong gang wrecked the premises
of the Casual Workers Advice Office (CWAO) in Johannesburg,
South Africa. The door was broken open, glass was shattered
and the premises were thoroughly trashed. The CWAO stated:
“We  lost  our  furniture,  printing  and  communications
equipment, our case files … this is a heavy loss in already
difficult circumstances.”

CWAO works mainly with labour broker workers who are among
the most exploited and marginalised sections of the working
class.

Workers International to Rebuild the Fourth International
condemns the xenophobia which divides the exploited and the
oppressed and exculpates the imperialists and their servants
in  the  South  African  state  who  exploit  the  masses  and
violently bar the way to social progress.

Please support the CWAO’s appeal to restore their premises
and facilities and continue to organise and defend casual
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workers.  You  can  donate  to  their  fund  here:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/solidarity-with-casual-workers-adv
ice-office-sa

Hewat Beukes expressed the views of WIRFI on these matters in
this posting:

UNRESOLVED CONTRADICTIONS COME TO BITE AGAIN 

In 1971/72 Namibian contract workers went on a general strike
in the mines, agriculture, and in the colonial industrial and
commercial  sectors.  It  was  an  indelible  demonstration  of
workers’ power. It inspired and set off the South African veld
fire of strikes which culminated in the struggle for union
rights and the student struggles of 1976. By 1978 Namibia had
a fully-fledged union movement in tandem with South Africa.
The bourgeois nationalists in both South Africa and Namibia,
the Anti-Apartheid Movement and the Stalinists did not like
it.  Lacking  a  workers’  party,  the  workers’  movement  was
relatively easy prey to slander and liquidation both here and
in exile.

The ‘Marxist left’ which ought to have given clarity failed to
see the attacks against the working class as the deployment of
a toxic lumpen proletariat by a tribal petit-bourgeoisie to
subjugate the class and its struggles to the alliance of the
bourgeoisie and pre-capitalist tribal structures. They even
went  on  to  mistakenly  characterise  the  kangaroo  courts,
necklacing of workers, etc. as “self-rule” and “dictatorship
of the working class”. The most insidious, reactionary, and
horrific reaction against the rising working class could not
come from the race regime. It came from the tribal agents of
the bourgeoisie within oppressed communities.

This lumpen vice-like grip on working class communities is now
being  used  to  revive  the  caretaker  regime’s  grip  on  the
working class. It is not directed against organised crime:
drug  dealing,  etcetera.  It  is  directed  against  mostly
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vulnerable impoverished refugees, as a smokescreen for lumpen
elements  to  loot  and  advance  petty  crime.  The  political
objective  is  far  more  sinister,  which  is  to  deliver  the
working class bound hand and foot to the capitalist exploiter
and international capital.

It is the obligation of the workers’ movement to correctly
define and characterise the present instigated attacks against
the working class under the smokescreen of xenophobia. Its
central objective is to disable working class organisation and
subjugate working-class communities. It is the same monstrous
legacy  of  the  1970s  and  1980s.  It  is  meant  to  lift  the
caretaker petit bourgeoisie out of its crisis. 

This politics is encompassed by the ongoing denial that the
determining  factor  in  the  independence  of  Namibia,  the
universal right to vote in South Africa (nothing more) and the
independence  of  Zimbabwe  were  the  mass  uprisings  of  the
working classes in Southern Africa since 1971. The scale of
disruption of Apartheid tyranny in Southern Africa by the
South African working class as the decisive factor of change
(albeit in caretaker states) is denied and absurdly assigned
to individuals to boot.

There  can  be  no  revolution  in  Southern  Africa  if  these
historical analyses are not concretised in the organisational
structures  of  the  working  class.  The  agencies  of  the
bourgeoisie shall be identified analytically. We shall know
and  recognise  the  operations  of  reaction  as  against  the
operations of working-class struggle for political power.

Hewat Beukes

7 September 2019



Out Now! Latest issue of Die
Werker, June 2019
 latest issue of Die Werker 

 In this issue:

The discrimination against the San continues unabated.

Organisation and program in place of hopelessness – Socialist
Revolutionary Workers Party launched in South Africa 

Message from the WRP to the SRWP.

Birth of the United Seafarer’s Association.

The Committee of Parents petition the United Nations High
Commission  for  Refugees  for  accounting  on  the  atrocities
committed against Namibian refugees.

Where have all the trains gone? 

TSUMEB: The Endobo Hostel fraud.

Workers  Advice  Centre  pledges  to  join  SAFTU  in  the  giant
federation’s fight against the organised criminality of the
First National Bank.

TCL miners resume their struggle for their stolen pensions. 

New issue of Die Werker
In this issue:

TransNamib’s shenanigans.
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Is there hope for the poor? 
Health Minister dismissed.
South Africa – A crucial debate ensues.
International Inquiry into the mass murders of SWAPO resumes.

 

Draft proposal to the working
people of Namibia and South
Africa:  Restoration  of  the
land to its rightful owners
We  are  pleased  to  announce  the  publication  of  this  new
pamphlet by our Namibian Comrades.

 

 

Out  Now!  Issue  8  of  Die
Werker/The Worker
In this issue:
Much  wiser  S.A.  working  class  blaze  the  way  for  southern
africa
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FNB steals swabou with 3,7 billion
Notes on the housing crisis in namibia
WRP demand payment suspension due to theft 

Out  Now!  Issue  07  of  The
Worker/Die Werker
Out now! The latest issue of Namibia’s Proletarian Newsletter.

Inside this issue:
LANDLESS TWIN CITY OF WINDHOEK – A SOCIO-ECONOMIC TIME BOMB
KATJAVIVI AND SCHLETTWEIN ABUSE WRP‘S NAME TO STEAL N$9,6
MILLION
WRP BEGINS TOTAL STRUGGLE AGAINST FRAUD OF EVM’S

WIRFI  Message  at  Miroslav
Vodslon’s  funeral,  Berlin,
December 2018
Mirek was a comrade in the truest sense of the word; a fighter
side by side with us for a socialist future for the human
race.

He was a convinced and profoundly thoughtful Marxist. His
theoretical stature towered above that of others because he
was highly intelligent, very thorough and took Marxism very
seriously indeed. He was never satisfied with superficial or
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half-baked formulations of it.

Mirek also possessed a wry, dry and self-deprecating sense of
humour which showed deep appreciation of the contradictions
that arise in life and which moreover enabled him to reveal
defects in another person’s reasoning without massaging his
own ego. This is something that we will especially miss.

Mirek came into contact with us UK Trotskyists as a militant
of  the  Group  of  Opposition  and  Continuity  of  the  Fourth
International (GOCQI), in the late 1980s. Having just dealt
with  an  abusive  leadership  in  the  Workers’  Revolutionary
Party, we were looking for contacts with activists around the
world who had gone through experiences parallel to ours and
who had similar ideas to ours about the way ahead.

Comrades like Balazs Nagy, Miroslav, Radoslav Pavlovic and
Janos Borovi had paid the price of resisting Stalinist rule in
their home countries. They had been forced to leave behind
families and comrades and go into exile or face death or
imprisonment. Based on their own experiences and difficulties
in the Trotskyist movement, they joined with the insurgent
Workers Revolutionary Party members and contacts in Namibia,
South  Africa  and  Latin  America  to  set  up  the  Workers’
International to Rebuild the Fourth International in 1990.

The GOCQI, including Mirek, quickly showed their theoretical
mettle,  contributing  powerfully  to  the  theoretical
publications  which  prepared  for  the  new  foundation.

But the development of the new international collided with the
collapse of the workers’ states in the USSR and Eastern Europe
and the Thatcher-Regan onslaught on all the things workers had
gained in the class struggle. This was also a development
which sought – where it could – to drive back the movements
against imperialist oppression around the world and to corrupt
them where it could not.

The workers’ movement in western Europe and North America was



undermined  by  de-industrialisation  and  re-location  of
industries,  automation  and  the  introduction  of  new
technologies  and  the  political  collapse  of  Communist  and
Socialist parties.

Significant numbers of our already small group left, in some
cases  abandoning  the  very  idea  of  an  organised  Marxist
International,  in  others  abandoning  political  activity
completely.

Mirek stood out against the quitters, but for a while was
unable  to  contribute  personally  to  the  struggle  of  the
Workers’ International.

Nevertheless,  physically  isolated  as  he  was  from  other
comrades,  Mirek  instinctively  sought  out  footholds  in  the
revolutionary  Marxist  movement  and  in  the  struggles  of
industrial  workers.  He  worked  within  these  circles  to
encourage the study of fundamental questions of Marxism, in
particular political economy, and he deliberately participated
in  the  shop-floor  organisation  of  Daimler-Benz  trade
unionists.

The  international  situation  for  Marxists  became  extremely
gloomy. The first big break in the clouds was the determined
struggle of the platinum miners at Marikana in South Africa,
followed by a widespread mass-movement of workers in a large
number of industries and trades for a big increase in wages.
Twenty years after the end of apartheid and the rise to power
of  the  African  National  Congress  in  South  Africa,  the
deliberate murder of 35 strikers at Marikana by the South
African Police acting under the instructions of the mine-
owners with the collusion of ANC ministers marked the outbreak
of a political crisis which faced revolutionary Marxists with
a serious challenge.

It  also  brought  Mirek  back  into  activity  in  the  Workers
International. Together, we fought for the understanding that



the  way  forward  after  Marikana  is  work  towards  the
establishment of a socialist party of the country’s working
class,  and  that  this  could  not  be  achieved  by  isolated
sectarian  groups,  however  courageous  and  devoted.  The
decisions  and  resolutions  of  the  December  2013  Special
Congress of the National Union of Metalworkers of South Africa
(Numsa)  sketched  the  plans  for  the  re-foundation  of  the
country’s  working-class  movement,  and  Workers  International
pledged its support for this process.

Meanwhile the leading comrades of the Workers’ Revolutionary
Party of Namibia, founded in 1989, had been working for years
through the Workers Advice Centre in Windhoek providing legal
advice and representation to individuals and groups suffering
abuses at the hands of employers and government. They had
placed themselves in an excellent position to take forward new
(or newly-resumed) mass struggles, such as:

the  campaign  of  former  TCL  miners  for  their  stolen
pensions
various ethnic groups defending their land
the matter of wholesale miss-appropriation of the assets
of the former TLC in the course of official bankruptcy
of the company.
the  question  of  whether  German  compensation  for
imperialist oppression, land-theft and atrocities during
the occupation of “South-West Africa” would go to the
victims’  communities  or  be  stolen  by  government
ministers,
the campaign for a real reckoning over the crimes of
South West Africa Peoples’ Organisation (SWAPO) during
the liberation struggle,
against  the  theft  of  people’s  homes  through  legal
chicanery
Stood in the 2014 election and won two Assembly seats
new industrial struggles such as that of the fishery
workers.



This meant that by late 2015, the WRP of Namibia was
able to convene a conference with over 100 delegates to
re-launch the party

Mirek devoted himself to assisting the development of the WRP
of Namibia, spending considerable time in the country and
brimming with advice to assist its development, both practical
and theoretical.

Mirek did all he could to bring a lifetime’s experience of
political struggle to bear fruitfully in the training of a new
generation of political leaders in the continent of Africa. In
the  process,  he  designed  a  series  of  lectures  to  try  to
explain Marxism and the Fourth International to members of a
party which contained representatives of pretty well all the
ethnic groupings in the country, from bushmen to descendants
of German settlers, and certainly all the oppressed groups,
rural or urban.

The precious outcome is a pamphlet: Why we must rebuild the
Fourth International, which will undoubtedly play a major role
in the political training of new generations. It is written in
a very straightforward style, using everyday language in a way
that makes complex questions easier to understand and does not
set up the author as some sort of ivory-tower intellectual.

In a movement which has no lack of flamboyant, even abrasive,
characters,  Mirek  was  exceptional  for  his  gentleness  (not
without  firmness!)  towards  all  and  for  the  modesty  and
simplicity with which he wrote and spoke.

Back  in  Europe,  Mirek  keenly  followed  political  event  in
online discussions. Topics included how Marxists should react
to  the  discussion  around  mass  migration  and  a  sharp
intervention on the outcome of the UK referendum on leaving
the EU.

Mirek engaged in a lengthy online discussion earlier this year
on the question of Catalonian independence.
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He was keen to write-up his own experiences of the development
of events in Czechoslovakia before and during the “Prague
Spring” of 1968, and we were hoping to provide him with an
opportunity to talk about this at an event in the UK on the
fiftieth anniversary.

Sadly, things turned out otherwise. We were utterly shocked by
news of Mirek’s death.

We pass on our condolences to Adrien and the rest of the
family  –  Mirek  was  enormously  proud  of  his  son  and  his
grandson – and also to Senta, who has been his companion and
bedrock for so many years and whose companionship clearly
meant so much to him.

We join with many rank-and-file IG Metall trade unionists,
activists in the political movement in the Trotskyist left in
Germany, the UK and elsewhere, and above all many Namibians in
treasuring what he was worth and mourn his loss.


