
Special  supplement  of  “The
Journal”
In this special supplement of The Journal we publish the full
text of the “True State of the Nation Address” issued by the
United Front in South Africa on 11 February 2015, the 25th
anniversary of Nelson Mandela’s release from prison.

THE UNITED FRONT was initiated by the National Union of Metal
Workers of South Africa(NUMSA). We believe that this statement
is of special interest to the People’s Assembly in Britain and
people standing up for socialism all over the world.

NUMSA explained that for them the massacre of the Marikana
miners “marked a turning point in the social and political
life of South Africa”. It could not be “business as usual”.
They put the question: “How do we explain the killing of
striking  miners  in  a  democracy?”  They  had  to  conduct  “a
sustained and thorough analysis of the political meaning of
Marikana”.

The leadership concluded that the decisions of the union’s
ninth Congress “were no longer enough to guide [them]. The
situation had changed to a point where [they] needed a new
mandate from the membership”, and their Special Congress in
December  2013  decided  to  break  with  the  African  National
Congress (ANC) and the South African Communist Party (SACP)
and call upon the Confederation of South African Trade Unions
(COSATU) to re-establish its independent campaigning role, for
“there is no priority more important than safeguarding the
capacity of the working class to act in its own interests”.

In  so  doing  NUMSA  raised  matters  of  vital  importance  for
workers everywhere “engulfed by the crisis of capitalism which
manifests itself in mass unemployment, deepening poverty and
widening inequalities”. To end the rule of capital, workers

https://workersinternational.info/special-supplement-of-the-journal/
https://workersinternational.info/special-supplement-of-the-journal/
http://workersinternational.info/wp-content/uploads/Special-Supplement-Feb2015.pdf


are faced with the task of breaking with fake “socialist” and
“communist” parties acting on behalf of the capitalist class
and “failing to act as the vanguard of the working class”.

The Special Congress therefore decided on a new united front
to  coordinate  the  struggles  in  the  workplace  and  in
communities, to explore the establishment of a Movement for
Socialism  and  to  conduct  a  “thoroughgoing  discussion  on
previous  attempts  to  build  socialism  as  well  as  current
experiments to build socialism” and “an international study on
the historical formation of working class parties”.
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Two opposed conceptions of the socialist revolution
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September  issue  of  the
Journal
The latest copy of the WIRFI Journal available on line here.

This months issue has:

Euro-election shock  By Balazs Nagy
NUMSA presents its case to the world By Bob Archer
Namibia: Rehoboth Land Case Mockery By Hewat Beukes
A response to George Harissis’s ‘Unions in the Firing
Line’ By Bob Archer
Namibia: Fuel workers fight for wages and recognition
Greece: 595 public sector cleaners show the way

Out  Now!  July  2014,  issue
No.6 of the Journal
Inside this issue:
Documents of the struggle in Namibia. pp.1 – 5
Hewat  Beukes  interviews  Tangeni  Nuukuawo  a  leader  of  the
1971-72 general strike in Namibia: (Extract from the pamphlet
Movement for Socialism)
Cracks in the facade of world capitalism: Two articles by
Balazs Nagy
Strengthen  and  broaden  the  movement  in  Bosnia-
Herzegovina: Letter to a trade-unionist by Radoslav Pavlovic
Medieval barbarities: Roger Silverman replies to discussion of
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his article What does Modi’s victory mean?
Social  movement  trade  unionism:  Bob  Archer  reports  on
a  conference

New  Book:  Movement  for
Socialism!  South  Africa’s
NUMSA points the way

On 7th May 2014 the African National
Congress  (ANC)  was  returned  as  the
government of South Africa, but there
is  deep  disquiet.  For  the  defeat  of
apartheid  did  not  bring  an  end  to
capitalism as many militant activists
had hoped, and a small group of the ANC
at the head of the government and their
cronies in the trade union leaderships
have  prospered  while  imposing  neo-
liberal  policies  which  are
impoverishing the masses. Meanwhile the workers‚ movement has
been set back in a number of different ways in the last 20
years.

In response to this, even before the general election, at its
Special National Congress in December 2013, the National
Union of Metal Workers of South Africa (NUMSA) had with-
drawn its support from the ANC and its ally, the South
African  Communist  Party  (SACP),  and  had  already  begun  a
series of actions to establish a united front to coordinate
struggles in the workplace and communities. These stormy

https://workersinternational.info/new-book-movement-for-socialism-south-africas-numsa-points-the-way/
https://workersinternational.info/new-book-movement-for-socialism-south-africas-numsa-points-the-way/
https://workersinternational.info/new-book-movement-for-socialism-south-africas-numsa-points-the-way/
http://workersinternational.info/wp-content/uploads/small-pamphlet.jpg


developments  in  the  class  struggle  in  South  Africa  have
profound implications for working people everywhere.

This book highlights the way forward proposed by the leaders
of the NUMSA to resolve the crisis. To assist readers outside
of South Africa to understand how this came about, we include
the history of the struggle by South Africa’s working class
and its close links to the Namibian workers‚ movement to
overthrow white majority racist rule as part and parcel of
the struggle for socialism by participants in the movement.

Published for Workers International by Socialist Studies, PO
Box 68375 London, E7 7DT

May 2014

ISBN 978-0-9564319-4-3

Price £5

Out Now! June 2014 issue of
the Journal
Inside this issue:
Euro-election results reveal signs of Political turmoil in
Europe by Bob Archer
Down with the Bourgeois Politics of the Front National by
Balazs Nagy
Lessons of French Municipal Elections by Balazs Nagy
Valls, a Government of Anti-Working-Class Struggle by Balazs
Nagy
India: What does Modi’s Victory Mean? By Roger Silverman
From independent trade unionists in Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine
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Support Our Struggle Against the Oligarchs!

Available Here

new issue of the Journal
Inside this issue:
Long live the South African working class!
by Balazs Nagy……………………………………….p.2
Eastern Europe:
Where is Ukraine Going? And where is Europe Going?
by Balazs Nagy………………………………………p.11
Why did Putin invade the Crimea?
by Radoslav Pavlovic………………………………..p. 15
From the Archives:
A Programme of Action for the South African Revolution ……p7

Book  Launch:  Marxist
Considerations on the Crisis
by  Hungarian  Marxist  Balazs
Nagy
7pm Monday 31 March 2014, Conway Hall, Red Lion square.

This work was originally planned as “an article explaining the
great economic crisis which erupted in 2007 from a Marxist
point of view”.
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However, while working on it Balazs Nagy quickly realised that
a  deeper  understanding  of  this  development  would  only  be
possible  through  grasping  the  nature  and  meaning  of  this
current  upheaval  in  and  through  the  development  of  the
economic-political system as a whole.
Therefore he “could not avoid going back – occasionally a long
way back – to unearth the roots of the social content and
important components of economic life and trace how they came
into being historically”.
The present volume therefore contains Part One of this work.
It starts with the efforts of classical socialist thinkers to
understand imperialism as a stage of capitalism, then traces
the persistent contradictions working in society and economy
through the Twentieth Century.
This compelling and original account rescues and re-presents
basic Marxist conceptions of these matters which are often
overlooked in contemporary political discourse.
Balazs Nagy dedicates this book “to the memory of the pioneer
who  inspired  these  Considerations,  the  outstanding  Marxist
economist,  my  comrade  and  friend  Geoff  Pilling,  who  died
before his time in August 1997”

Marxist Considerations on the Crisis  by Balazs Nagy
190 pages, paperback:
£9.99
ISBN 978-0-9564319-3-6
Published for Workers International by Socialist Studies, PO
Box 68375, London E7 7DT,

One of the Secretaries of the Petofi Circle in Hungary in
1956, Balazs Nagy participated in establishing the Budapest
Central Workers’ Council.
In his pamphlet: 1956: How  the Budapest Central Workers’
Council Was Set Up, he explains that even before the uprising
and the brutal intervention of the Soviet army, workers had
spontaneously started to organise their actions.
Forced into exile in Western Europe, Balazs Nagy came into



contact with Trotskyism to which he has since dedicated his
life. He is a founding member of Workers International to
Rebuild the Fourth International.


