
Long live the South African
working  class  as  they  get
ready to storm the heavens!
by Balazs Nagy, April 2014
[threecolumns]Here in France, as elsewhere, the media have
hardly mentioned the social and political ferment currently
convulsing South Africa, which is no surprise actually. This
evasive  and  rather  suspect  silence  contrasts  oddly  and
strikingly with the unprecedented enthusiasm these same media
showed  during  Nelson  Mandelas  elaborate  funeral  rites,  an
enthusiasm  whose  real  purpose  was  to  glorify  the  mans
politics. The sleight of hand that makes important information
like this simply disappear also contrasts strangely with the
endless, servile, outpouring of easy-reading chatter when the
President of France visited the US. (This sycophant never once
stopped licking his hosts boots, although they hack into his
private communications like they do everybody else on the
planet, and US-owned businesses in France dont even pay their
taxes).

These glaring contradictions clearly reveal what these media
are really like and what they are there for. All working
people, especially the politically active among them, should
ponder this. It exposes the highfaluting idea that the media
are  there  to  provide  reliable  information  as  a  gross,
outrageous fiction. The deception they are currently trying on
exposes even more clearly exactly what this vast brainwashing
mechanism is for: to stop workers becoming conscious of the
situation they are in and what they really need to do by
mutilating,  obscuring,  and  in  this  instance  deliberately
camouflaging,  the  great,  irresistible  strength  that  lies  in
workers  international  unity.  This  colossal  strength,  whose
development is as uneven as that of capitalism itself, is
still deeply divided and fractured along national and regional
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lines. It is split and stunted even more by the crying lack of
political organisation, a genuine, powerful International, on
the part of this working class.
So  what  have  the  bourgeoisie  and  its  purveyors  of  mind-
altering mush been trying to keep from us in recent months? An
initial  answer  to  this  question  will  just  focus  on  the
essential  facts  about  this  qualitative  development  in  the
workers  movement  in  South  Africa,  since  this  exceptional
groundswell is something we really will have to return to in
days to come.

South Africas biggest trade union takes some amazing decisions

To start with, these are admirable and astonishing decisions
which break up the class-collaboration that the bourgeoisies
power is based on and theoretically and politically re-arm the
South African working class. Moreover, their character is such
as to shift the international relationship of forces between
the  working  class  and  the  bourgeoisie,  halting  the  long
process of defeats and set-backs the international proletariat
has suffered.
In  December  2013,  the  powerful  South  African  engineering
workers union NUMSA (the biggest union in the country with
more than 341 000 members) held a Special National Congress
(SNC) attended by more than 1 000 delegates. After passionate
debates it took a number of historic decisions (see Workers
International Journal no3, March 2014) . To summarise:
The Congress paid appropriate homage to the miners massacred
at Marikana, collecting a huge sum in financial support of the
victims families, and condemned the compliant attitude, not to
say  downright  complicity,  on  the  part  of  the  countrys
political and trade union leaderships. Then in the same spirit
it resolved:
To reject the tripartite alliance between the governing party,
the  Stalinist  Communist  Party  and  the  trade  union
confederation (ANC–SACP–Cosatu) as agencies of the bourgeoisie
and its policies. As NUMSA General Secretary Irvin Jim stated



in his speech of 11 February 2014, the ANC and SACP leadership
has  consistently  attacked  the  working  class,  because  the
current leadership, the very same leadership that calls itself
anti-imperialist,  is  in  a  lucrative  alliance  with
international  capital.  The  delegates  emphatically  declared
that The chance of winning back the SACP onto the path of
working class struggle for working class power is very remote,
something which Deputy General Secretary Karl Cloete re-stated
in another speech in early February. Consequently the SNC
decided  to  suspend  payment  of  financial  contributions  to  the
ANC.
Evoking the disturbing situation the country faces, especially
the  growing  impoverishment  of  the  working  class,  the  SNC
launched a call for the nationalisation of the mining and
finance sectors as an immediate and urgent requirement to save
our nation.
This gathering of workers also resolved that NUMSA will play a
central role, as a catalyst, in the building of a united
front. That United Front will take up the bread and butter
issues of the working class. It will link our struggles on the
shop floor with our struggles in our communities.
The Congress then took a vitally important step. As Irvin Jim
emphasised in the speech quoted above, there was in the SNC a
profound understanding that unless the working class organises
itself as a class for itself it will remain unrepresented and
forever toil behind the bourgeoisie. For this reason the SNC
decided to study, research and investigate various forms of
independent working-class parties and to serve as a catalyst
to form a party. Deputy General Secretary Karl Cloete was
obliged to add in his speech that, as a trade union, NUMSA
could not commit itself to setting up such a party, but it
should explore the means and methods leading to it. So he
recalled the exact words chosen by the SNC, according to which
NUMSA should organise a Conference on Socialism as a stage in
organising a Movement for Socialism to now be initiated by the
trade union. In preparation for this conference, the whole
union should look at experiences of building socialism, now



and  in  the  past.  At  the  same  time:  We  must  conduct  an
international study on working class parties.
He went on to explain this fundamental decision by saying:
that the building of such an instrument needs patient and
consistent  work.  Parties  require  political  programmes  that
clearly  spell  out  what  they  are  fighting  for.  Such  programmes
need to inspire millions of people as alternatives to the
existing order. A socialist political organisation needs to be
rooted within the working class and its struggles. History is
littered with initiatives to form parties that came to nothing
and where such parties collapsed like packs of cards. History
is also full of experiments to build socialism that went in
other non-socialist routes. And he summarised NUMSAs position
thus: While we understand the urgency, we are not rushing as
we are not building an electoral machine but an instrument of
revolution and transformation with very deep roots within the
working class.
We cannot here present in detail the full richness of these
resolutions,  which  trace  the  innovative  revolutionary  path
taken by this working class in South Africa. We will return to
this very shortly. Now, in line with its political line of
class combat against the bourgeoisie and for socialism, the
SNC took further substantial decisions.
It  voted  to  call  on  the  leadership  of  the  trade  union
confederation Cosatu to convene a Special Congress and to
break  the  alliance  (with  the  ANC  and  the  SACP)  which,
according  to  General  Secretary  Jim,  failed  to  use  the
political  power  it  secured  in  1994  to  take  ownership  and
control of the national wealth of our country and replace the
white racist colonial economy.
Going straight from words to deeds, the congress decided to
launch a campaign of rolling mass action initiated by the
NUMSA structures to demand fundamental change in the direction
of the South African economy and society. For a start, NUMSA
launched a powerful call for a General Strike and mass and
community actions for 26 February. As Irvin Jim emphasised
towards the end of his speech: We are starting to build the



irresistible force that will take back our nation and build it
in the interests of the majority.
A few days after this speech, which clarified and explained the
Congress decisions, nine trade unions affiliated to Cosatu, at
NUMSAs  prompting,  launched  a  Statement  which  testifies  to  the
fact  that  a  tumultuous  awakening  of  the  working  class  is
underway  in  South  Africa.  Note  the  names  of  these  trade
unions:  Public  and  Allied  Workers  Union,  the  SA  Football
Players Union, the Democratic Nurses Union, the SA Municipal
Workers  Union,  the  Food  and  Allied  Workers  Union,  the  SA
Commercial and Catering Workers Union, Communication Workers
Union and the SA State and Allied Workers Union. There can be
no doubt that this list will soon grow, although this will
involve intense internal struggles in each union. The nine
unions which signed this Statement urged the Cosatu leadership
urgently to call a Special National Congress of Cosatu, which
the factional leadership (an obvious reference to the line-up
of leaders behind the right-wing leadership of ANC and the
Stalinist party) has prevent from meeting for some time. At
the same time they demand the re-instatement of Zwelinzima
Vavi, the elected secretary of Cosatu, who was arbitrarily
removed because he refused to follow slavishly the opportunist
watchwords of the ANC and the SACP.
To  complete  its  resolutions,  which  profoundly  alter  class
relations  within  the  country,  NUMSA  decided  to  organise
Marxist-Leninist Schools for trade union delegates to explain,
discuss and assimilate the unions socialist orientation and to
explain  what  it  means  and  how  to  do  it.  The  first  of  these
week-long schools took place in early February 2014.

What the historic rebirth of NUMSA means and what it teaches
us

It  would  be  impossible  to  squeeze  into  one  short  article
everything that can be learnt from the way this big trade
union adopted radical positions, even just in relation to
South Africa, not to mention the rest of Africa, starting with



her  neighbours,  or  indeed  the  international  working  class
movement,  especially  Europe.  So  we  are  obliged  to  confine  our
remarks to some essential points, with a promise to return
soon  to  a  more  complete  and  systematic  evaluation  of  the
invaluable  contribution  to  Marxist  theory  and  socialist
practice this section of the great South African working class
is making as it starts to move.
First and foremost, this class vigorously states that, faced
with  the  bourgeoisie  and  its  policy  of  enslaving  working
people, the only way forward is to commit firmly and openly to
smashing capitalism and opening the road to socialism. This
clear  and  unequivocal  slogan,  backed  up  by  energetic
commitment, stands in striking contrast to the reticence, not
to  say  downright  confidentiality,  in  relation  to  their
programme, on the part of the great majority of organisations
on the so-called Left in Europe and elsewhere. Even the most
advanced political formations such as the Front de Gauche,
Syriza and die Linke (France, Greece, Germany) drown their
programmes  in  a  fog  of  mealy-mouthed  phrases  and  random,
unexplained  and  non-committal  hints.  In  the  unflattering
popular  phrase,  they  try  to  hide  behind  a  matchbox.  One
wonders whether they have any plan at all apart from somehow
improving  capitalism.  We  urge  our  comrades  in  these
organisations: be inspired by the example of NUMSA in South
Africa.  Steer  a  clear  course  towards  socialism!  All  the
experience in South Africa and in Europe proves that there is
no  third  way  between  this  path  and  the  reign  of  the
bourgeoisie  with  its  attendant  attacks  and  miseries.
Such a clarification would allow us to take the South African
road, and so cleanse from top to bottom the theoretical source
that illuminates workers struggle for emancipation, by opting
for creative Marxism, as the African workers did, the only
theoretical guide for such a struggle. Of course such a choice
goes hand in hand with a complete rejection of the jumble of
all  sorts  of  left-over  ideologies  and  conceptions  the
bourgeoisie uses to keep working people chained to them. It is
urgently necessary to get rid of the mish-mash of the most



widely-held–but  all  bankrupt–fragments  of  conceptions  about
class-collaboration,  from  the  insipid  hotchpotch  of  stale
Keynesianism  to  Stalinisms  various–catatonic  but  still
clinging on–popular fronts.
For all trade unions, even the most combative ones, like the
CGT in France, the message from South Africa should ring like
a persistent wake-up call. It is frontally opposed to the
opportunist  and  degrading  conception  and  practices  of
partnership  with  the  bourgeoisie  and  its  state  which  the
European trade union leaderships put forward for their unions,
following their bourgeois gurus, anti-reform reformists and
de-frocked Stalinists. This is where NUMSA has made a radical
break. By taking up the resolute defence of the interests of
the working class against this class-collaboration, it has
necessarily  chosen  and  politically  committed  the  union  to
fighting for the interests of the independent working class as
a whole. By doing so it has entirely confirmed and reinforced
the correctness of Trotskys analysis in Trades Unions in the
Epoch  of  Imperialist  Decay,  the  writing  of  which  was
interrupted by the ice-pick of Stalins assassin. All working
people and the activists among them should study this pamphlet
afresh it in the light of the formidable break-through opened
up by the South African trade union.
By its very nature, said Trotsky, imperialism in its death
agony provokes violent and repeated aggression on the part of
the  bourgeoisie  which  mean  that  must  urgently  fulfil  a
political role in relation to the fundamental choices the
working  class  as  a  whole  faces.  Now  the  trade  union
leaderships have done and still do everything they can to
divide up trade union activity and restrict it–at best–to the
absolute  minimum  of  defending  their  members  immediate
interests. They have erected this separation, which in reality
is the same actual break already advocated by the syndicalism
of old, into a rigorous, strict dogma in union work, which the
majority of organisations, even ones claiming some attachment
to Lenin and Trotsky, cheerfully adopt, promote and ruthlessly
apply. Now NUMSA flatly repudiates this whole trade union swamp



in  a  way  whose  ultimate  ramifications  are  still  difficult  to
foresee.
The  only  European  trade  union  which  to  my  knowledge  has
decided  and  adopted  a  definite,  truly  political  role  on  the
side of the working class is the biggest UK trade union,
Unite. This surely demonstrates that NUMSA is not at all on
its own and that the awakening of the world working class
really has begun. Clearly opposed to the so-called neo-liberal
policies  of  the  Labour  Party,  Unite  has  rejected  its
opportunist leadership and pushed the party to break with this
policy  and  adopt  a  workers  programme.  The  significance  of  the
tenacious struggle going on in the UK is not confined just to
that country; its implications are and increasingly will be
valuable for the working class as a whole right across Europe.
Similarly, there is no doubt that the meeting between NUMSA
and Unite, which was planned before these most recent events,
will involve fruitful exchanges of considerable interest not
only for the working class of these two countries but for the
whole international working class.
As against this renewal, our Journal has already denounced, in
particular in a recent article, the class collaboration on the
part of many unions, their consequent refusal to take on a
political role for the working class and their insistence on
confining  themselves  to  an  obsolete,  ossified,  narrow  and
sterile trade union practice which has led a great mass of
workers to turn their backs on them and reject them as blunt
and rusty tools. Even a weapon as powerful and deadly (and
double-edged!)  as  the  general  strike,  which  the  Greek,
Portuguese  and  Spanish  working  class  have  boldly  and
repeatedly wielded in the course of recent years, showing
remarkable  courage  and  spirit  of  self-sacrifice,  has  ended  up
each time in a bitter setback. All that these repeated general
strikes have actually achieved has been to exhaust the working
class  and  undermine  its  morale,  since  their  leaders  have
refused  to  open  their  only  way  out,  i.e.  the  political
assertion of the working class taking over the economic and
political leadership of the country. As for the half-hearted



mobilisations  in  partial  strikes  and  demonstrations,  whose
pathetic results merely emphasise the contradiction between
what the situation demands and a trade union movement embalmed
in routine, the less said the better.
This sclerosis has eaten its way so deeply into the unions
that their leaders now constrict and limit their actions even
further,  not  even  fulfilling  their  basic  responsibility  to
organise  workers  and  defend  their  interests.  Just  take
unemployment! Deferentially adopting the doctrinal precepts of
bourgeois  ideology,  trade  union  leaderships  only  consider
those who are directly–and officially–employed in an actual job
to be workers. Capitalists are throwing more and more workers
out of the production process, but these leaderships are no
less eager to get rid of them out of the unions! They dont
think that the unemployed deserve to belong to trade unions at
all, and any attempt to organise them systematically on a wide
scale is sabotaged and abandoned.
Fortunately, pretty well all over Europe workers will not
accept being thrown on the scrap heap in this contemptible,
humiliating way, like worn-out rubbish. Spontaneously, but at
the initiative of local former leaders and cadres, they have
gathered in various other structures at the margins of or
outside the official unions. In the UK, the Liverpool dockers,
after  a  long  and  difficult  two-year  dispute  sustained  and
encouraged by port workers around the world, which was the
stuff of legend, were nevertheless deprived of their jobs and
the historical Liverpool docks wiped out. But they never said
die. Inspired by local leaders and cadres such as Jimmy Nolan,
Terry  Teague  and  others,  they  organised,  in  this  ravaged
working-class  city,  around  their  Casa  with  its  intense
political, social and cultural life to maintain their class as
a living, active force. And in the North East of the country,
in Tyneside and Durham, former miners whose mines have all
been completely closed and the miners left to rot, like one of
our former comrades, Dave Temple, have woven back together the
broken threads of the union and kept alive the collective
activity of the miners. They even revived their disused links



with the Spanish Asturian miners when they came under attack.
It  is  no  coincidence  that  this  rock-solid  working-class
resistance has kept going in the UK, the historical cradle of
the working class and its movement, a country where working
peoples consciousness of belonging to a distinct working class
is  incomparably  stronger  than  anywhere  else.  But  even  in
Europe, various groups of workers are stubbornly trying a
variety of ways to resist degradation. They are essential
component parts of a united and powerful working class and of
re-constituting its general movement as a whole.
The deterioration caused by the massive destruction of the
productive  forces,  in  the  first  place  of  workers  themselves,
has been made even worse by the way in which the aims and
methods of their organisations have been obscured and by the
general de-naturing and impoverishment of their trade unions.
However, the determined orientation and decisive action of
South African workers bring the reviving message of a real
global awakening of the workers movement.
NUMSAs  SNC  has  opened  the  floodgates  to  a  development  of
profound importance in the trade union movement, comparable to
the general shift from craft unionism to industrial unionism
which  started  in  the  first  half  of  the  twentieth  century.
Whereas the trade union bureaucracys practices, ossified into a
dogma by reformists and Stalinists, stop at the gates of the
workplace,  the  NUMSA  SNC  resolved  to  smash  through  this
barrier. It decided to extend the activity of the union to the
struggles  waged  in  the  communities  (townships,  suburbs,
settlements, towns and villages) for workers and unemployed
peoples  basic  demands  for  water,  electricity,  housing
etc.,–struggles  which  are  intense  in  South  Africa.
Consequently the union has taken the initiative to take on and
directly organise these struggles and the activists involved.
These struggles already have a long history stretching back to
the 1990-1994 period, and even then NUMSA wanted to link them
up with what it was doing. Its then leader, Moses Mayakiso,
worked out a whole political and organisational plan to that
effect, to which NUMSA now refers. But the union abandoned



these plans when its revolutionary line buckled under the
right-wing  influence  of  the  overall  ANC-SACP-Cosatu  alliance.
And  it  was  precisely  then  that  these  community  struggles
really took off as the way in which the impoverished masses
defended themselves against the violent destruction of their
living  conditions  by  the  governments  class-collaboration
policies.
As a member of a NUMSA delegation to the UK led by Mayekiso,
the young Durban engineering worker Bongani Mkhungo easily
grasped the correctness of the Marxist orientation of our day
contained in Trotskys teaching. And so it was as a member of
our Workers International that he returned to Africa, where
from  the  outset  he  was  marginalised  by  NUMSA.  But  he
completely  dedicated  himself  to  organising  these  community
struggles to obtain and improve water and electricity supplies
and other essential services and for a decent life. Illness
and privation struck down our comrade, whom we sorely miss,
before he could witness this re-birth of our movement, but
what he did greatly contributed to its preparation and current
flowering.
The struggle is particularly lively and violent throughout the
region. In neighbouring Namibia, our comrades Erica and Hewat
Beukes and their group have spent years organising a whole
movement of impoverished and dispossessed working people for
access to decent housing and against various abuses at the
hands of their bosses and the state.
Over the last two years, these comrades have broadened out
this activity to include the defence of miners and teachers
robbed  of  their  pensions  by  the  mining  trusts  and  state
organs, and of the rights of various ethnic groups of farmers
and agricultural workers. To organise and centralise them,
they and their supporters and associates have established the
Workers  Advice  Centre,  whose  activities  and  influence  have
become quite extensive. Rapid and brutal reaction from the
Namibian bourgeoisie, its old colonial master South Africa,
and its own repressive legal organs was not long in coming,
especially once our comrades resolved to prepare to set up the



Namibian workers party in the very near future. A raft of
administrative hassles, legal threats and arbitrary measures,
fines and charges and police summonses and harassment, cutting
off of water and electricity supplies, warnings, intimidation
and arbitrary accusations paralyse their work and disorganise
and even put in question the very existence of the Workers
Advice Centre. Certainly they will not be put off doing what
they do, and especially not their big project. But active and
effective solidarity on the part of working people across the
whole world provides precious support which, even in modest
forms, helps the Namibian comrades efforts and forges and
cements  international  unity  of  the  working  class  and  all
working people.

For a South African turn everywhere!

The immense scope of this initiative by South African workers
in  NUMSA  arises  in  an  international  atmosphere  where
sharpening class contradictions have already provoked a series
of  revolutionary  explosions.  Since  the  Tunisian  people
unleashed their revolutionary march, spurred on by the working
class and rapidly spreading to Egypt and then more or less all
Arab countries, the massive mobilisation of working people
against the bourgeoisie and the intolerable measures they are
taking has accelerated and taken on increasingly sharp and
violent  forms.  The  inevitable  avalanche  of  the  world
revolution has started, even if its various manifestations
have a spontaneous character which makes their rhythm somewhat
jagged, and even though they dress up in the nationalist or
religious  garb  of  past  dominant  ideologies.  A  spectre  is
haunting  Europe  (or  rather  the  world):  the  spectre  of
communism. Even in the last year it has appeared noisily in
Egypt, then entered the scene albeit briefly in South Korea and
Turkey,  while  more  or  less  gate-crashed  and  disguised  by
nationalist  and  religious  stand-ins,  defied  the  powerful  from
Palestine to Pakistan by way of Iraq and Afghanistan, and it
is ready to burst out in our old Europe, albeit tempered,



softened and enfeebled. And all the while, travestied and
disfigured as it has been, side-tracked and losing its bearings
in  Syria,  it  terrifies  the  possessors  and  drives  their  rulers
all  over  the  world  to  either  desperate  self-defence  or
complete paralysis.
This is the explosive powder-barrel within which the working
class masses in Ukraine frontally attack the authorities with
exemplary determination–but wrong and confused ideas. Bosnian,
Serbian and Croatian workers in Bosnia-Herzegovina in turn
have courageously and with great determination launched into
an attack on the bourgeoisies feeble rule and its nationalist
henchmen.  Imperialism  and  bureaucrats  joined  together  to
impose this through the rotten Dayton Agreement, which divides
these peoples and ties them down in the straitjacket of the
failed and unviable pluri-national framework. Now they are
under pressure from all sides to accept the so-called proper
application of this Agreement, whereas it is precisely the
yoke against which they rose up, as Comrade Pavlovics article
explains  very  clearly  (Lutte  des  classes  no  20,  February
2014).
At the same time in Ukraine the revolutionary explosion of the
working masses has advanced legitimate demands but gets bogged
down in the swamp of a false choice between the suffocating
embrace of Putins dictatorship or the deceptive siren voices
of a capitalist Europe that has itself lost its way.
The lucidity of NUMSAs position and its explicit orientation
towards socialism cuts though this whole dense morass to bring
vital  clarity  into  the  chaotic  tangle  of  wrong  roads.  It
brings the light people need to separate the good seed from
the various kinds of bourgeois chaff fed to it, and opens the
way to the only solution, which is socialist. It is also
entirely valid for all organisations, even those claiming to
speak for working people in the more developed countries. It
spurs us on to either act like South Africans or take sides
with  the  oppressors  or,  at  best,  fall  into  historical
oblivion–and in both latter cases to drag working people into
a defeat.



Now, this re-orientation of the whole international workers
movement  that  NUMSA  has  started–to  take  up  once  more  and
unequivocally the class struggle and the goal of socialism–is
absolutely essential to combat the opportunist perversion of
the movement. But other dangers immediately arise along the
way  to  recovery.  The  most  dangerous  is  probably  the
adventurous impatience inspired by panicking petit-bourgeois
intellectuals–followed unfortunately by young people who are,
by nature, necessarily impatient–who try to push this profound
correction towards an ultra-left practice that is the licensed
midwife of sectarianism.
In  South  Africa  itself,  on  14  February  2014,  the  small,
recently-created, workers party WASP (Workers and Socialist
Party of South Africa) published a statement. Having greeted
the NUMSA decisions, the statement hurries to advise them that
the time has come for NUMSA to lead the way to a new trade
union confederation. In other words, whereas elsewhere in the
same  document  it  supports  NUMSAs  action  in  fighting  inside
Cosatu and forming an opposition group along with nine other
unions, it also repeatedly calls for an immediate break with
the Cosatu confederation! But that is exactly what the right-
wing ANC-SACP leaders want! They would love NUMSA to leave
Cosatu  and  abandon  the  fight  inside  it.  It  would  save  them  a
lot of grief. No, the struggle is inside Cosatu and in all the
affiliated  unions,  and  fortunately  NUMSA  shows  not  the
slightest intention of following this suicidal recommendation
to put the knife into this struggle by giving up in mid-
stream. In particular, this short-sighted haste would limit
the horizon to just Cosatu, whereas what is boiling up here is
the whole South African working class with all its movements
and organisations.
Not only is a bitter struggle developing inside every union,
but  the  ANC  and  the  SACP  are  undergoing  an  unprecedented
crisis in which oppositions and groupings along a new line are
endangering the right-wing monolith Stalinism built up within
them. Even the radical turn made by the NUMSA SNC would not
have been possible without a decisive political turn on the



part of communist and ANC activists who are NUMSA members and
delegates. Do the WASP comrades seriously think that NUMSA and
its leaders are going to put the brakes on this huge movement
of renewal and strangle it by giving up the fight and looking
for a hole to hide in somewhere outside this whole class in
ferment?
They want nothing to do with this kind of siren call. Only
recently it was very evident how this rash impetuosity allied
to sectarian adventurism blocked and isolated the broad scope
of the movement that developed after the Marikana massacre.
They saw with their own eyes how a lot of activists, advised
and  guided  by  the  UK-based  Committee  for  a  Workers
International (CWI) launched themselves against the ANC-SACP
right-wingers  running  the  big  miners  union  (NUM)  in
partnership with the mining trusts and compromised in the
Marikana massacre. The CWI also urged them on to set this
workers party (WASP) up in a hurry. Knocked off balance by the
CWIs inveterate ultra-leftism, itself resting on the young
workers  genuine–understandable  but  ill-advised–impatience,
activists encouraged the break with the union and with Cosatu
and the establishment of an improvised and therefore botched
left union. In that way they put themselves outside the battle
in the unions and were absent from the actual renewal of NUMSA
and the ferment going on throughout Cosatu. Alongside that, by
over-hastily declaring the workers party WASP, they bungled
its  own  process  of  growth  to  maturity  and  they  are  now
marginalised in the workers movement as a whole and even stand
outside of NUMSAs work for a new party.
These are recent examples which speak volumes to all activists
about  the  CWI-WASPs  methods.  The  great  working  class
mobilisation following Marikana was disrupted and blocked and
ended up at the back of the queue. Thoughtless excessive haste
meant that the mountain of a huge upsurge by the working class
gave birth to a mere mouse.
WASP and its CWI inspirers try to distract NUMSA from the job
of  winning  the  other  unions  for  its  socialist  positions
through a struggle inside Cosatu and winning the confederation



back. Instead they urge it to break away, as if that struggle
was  already  over,  and  to  stand  on  the  side-lines  as
spectators.  Which  is  where  they  themselves  are.
Instead, the WASP comrades could have grasped the real job
facing  Marxist  worker-activists  by  thinking  through  for
themselves,  for  example,  the  implications  of  the  NUMSA
resolutions,  instead  of  following  the  CWIs  ultimatisic
watchwords. That organisation is known in various parts of
Europe as a body locked in sectarian isolation which prefers
brandishing ultimatums to democratic discussion either in its
own ranks or beyond. WASP comrades have nothing to gain by
following these watchwords; on the contrary, by doing so they
risk doing damage to the South African workers movement. It
isnt NUMSA which should break with Cosatu, but WASP which
ought to break with the CWI.
All  in  all,  sectarianism  constitutes  a  significant  obstacle
throughout the whole great international movement, and one
which it we must oppose from the outset. The struggle against
the  bourgeois  degradation  of  the  movement  and  the  job  of
cleansing it of every nuance of its methods and agents is a
greater, more urgent and more complex task, and that is what
we need to get down to now.
The most obvious and natural thing to start with is to call on
all trade union and political organisations anywhere which
claim any attachment to the working class to publish the NUMSA
resolutions and statement in full and organise a discussion
about them as urgent, necessary tasks. That is an elementary
duty, for if it is true that recent weather conditions have
been somewhat out of kilter, it is no less true that to see
the sun of workers struggles rise, from now on we should look
not East but–South![/threecolumns]


