An analysis of the crises of
Southern Africa
A situation characterised by increasing burden of parasitism
on the working people
Southern Africa is in the throes of economic and political
crises in South Africa, Zimbabwe, Namibia and Angola.
In South Africa there’s a louder and louder clamour even from
the ranks of the ANC itself for President Zuma’s removal on
the misleading conception of so-called State capture. Zuma’s
relationship with the Guptas is put forward as ‘State
Capture’.
(The fact is that the ANC State was always a comprador State
for the ruling classes of South Africa. In this sense the
State was ‘captured’ long before the Guptas. Police Chief
Jackie Selebi’s undignified relationships with organised
gangsters uncovered in 2010 and the Marikana Massacre of
miners in 2012 amongst general caretaking were adequate proof
of the aforesaid.)
Nevertheless, the South African State is all but bankrupt and
the mismanagement of central institutions such as ESKOM (the
power utility), which is now under investigation for ‘State
Capture’, and the State’s endangering and intrinsic inability
to develop adequate infrastructure for capitalism are
undoubtedly major issues behind the demand instigated by the
ruling classes.
In the midst of the South African crisis, the Zimbabwean Army
for all intents and purposes deposed Robert Mugabe due to
internal squabbles in the ZANU-PF seemingly on the question of
succession. However, the real reason (like in the rest of the
sub-region) is clearly dwindling or depleted resources and a

frenzy to be close to the last remaining State finances and to
serve international capitalism under austerity, which insists
on as few servants as possible.
(Unemployment is estimated in the bourgeois press at 95%. But
since the ‘estimate’ is coupled with ‘underemployment’, it is
actually impossible to ‘estimate’. This ‘statistic’ was
probably dreamed up in order to further revile Mugabe. What
probably is true is that in one fell swoop working people have
been rapidly turned into mostly temporary and seasonal
contract workers. But this trend is anyway happening in the
rest of the sub-region.)
Likewise, in Angola the new president Joao Lourenco, who took
over from Eduardo Dos Santos in August this year, is reported
to have dismissed Isabel dos Santos as chair of the state oil
company Sonangol on Wednesday, 15 November. She is said to be
$3,5 billion ‘strong’ from oil income. Given that oil is said
to comprise 90% of exports and the bulk of production, that
payment is in dollars, but that there is a perennial shortage
of FOREX (dollars), it will probably never be known how much
she and others are truly ‘worth’, as the dollars seem to
disappear before reaching Angola. (Exports in 2015 were
estimated at $37,3 billion and imports at about $22 billion.
There should have been no problem with foreign valuta.)
President Lourenço had reportedly already dismissed the heads
of several other state companies, including the three stateowned media companies.Bottom of Form Sonangol is reported to
be a partner with some of the biggest international oil
companies, including Exxon Mobil, Chevron and BP.
When MPLA (People’s Movement for the Liberation of Angola)
took over in 1975, they ‘nationalised’ all corner shops and
retail outlets, replaced them with severely under-stocked
‘Peoples Shops’ and set up ‘black markets’, without price
control, which allowed government ministers and officials to
make profits many times over the purchase price of the items.

These so-called black markets had hundreds of metres of
shelves loaded with every conceivable item and openly operated
with consumables and imported goods.
The same frenzy to loot as in the other countries of Southern
Africa saw the MPLA ignore the many high-rise buildings under
construction when the Portuguese had to leave in 1975. Until
very recently they were left with their cranes still standing
and the deteriorating infrastructure. Not even drainage was
considered, let alone aesthetics.
If one considers the reports that from 2001 to 2008 Angola was
one of the fastest growing economies in the world, with an
estimated average of 11% growth, of which increased oil
production constituted 17% of growth per year, it indicated a
seriously sick situation in which the rest of the economy,
especially agriculture, actually contracted by 6% per year:
negative growth of 6% growth in essential economy sector.
Agriculture is said to remain by-and-large subsistent.
Officially Angola has 26% unemployment, but some Angolans put
it much higher, even 70%. There is no way to determine the
true figure.
No doubt stirring popular anger had a say in these newest
developments just as in Zimbabwe.
However, if there is any change, it will be to strengthen the
grip of the IMF, World Bank, the European Union and the United
States. But, given the nature of oil companies, the looting
will undoubtedly continue in Angola, leading to a much harsher
situation for the more than 50% of impoverished Angolans and
the rest who are employed.
Namibia has seen the State go into bankruptcy due to
uncontrolled looting since 1990. By 1996 they had figured out
how to loot Pension Funds, in cahoots with mining companies
such as Rio Tinto Zinc and the Goldfields South Africa. They
further discovered how to loot State Finances through sham

building and construction projects with costs inflated by
multiples.
Buildings and construction projects at absurdly inflated costs
litter the entire country and the capital city, Windhoek. The
most notable of these was firstly the State House. The
original cost estimate was a few hundred million rand, but it
was finished at the astronomical price of 19 billion rand.
Besides being the residence of the President, it was designed
to house cabinet offices and conference halls. These offices
are now standing unoccupied.
The second most cynical project was the Neckartal Dam, which
was contrived before 2011 as an irrigation scheme in the far
south of the country. The Southern African Institute for
Environmental Assessment (SAIEA) had submitted a report that
the project was not viable as the dam would require highly
specialised skills and largescale capital investments to
produce high value produce for the overseas market, which was
the purported object. It was further pointed out that the
nearby Naute Dam’s capacity was not utilised to the full. The
project continued irrespective. It was initially costed at
R3,02 billion, but it escalated to R5,7 billion in 2017, when
the uncompleted construction ground to a halt due to State
bankruptcy.
The particularly ludicrous procedures for contrived building
and construction were as follows: Cabinet would decide on the
project and determine the price; the consultants and quantity
surveyors would work out the bill of quantities to correspond
thereto; the fees of engineers, consultants and contractors
would rise proportionally with the multiply-inflated initial
price. The feasibility study would be made last. Members of
the Cabinet and State officials would collect relatively small
kickbacks. State assets worth billions would be sold for
kickbacks of a few million. (The resultant bankruptcy
[‘illiquidity’] is thus not temporary, but permanent, as
future assets such as for example State land were depleted.)

For the past year major projects like highways from Windhoek
and construction generally have ground to a halt, but it is
clear that the IMF, World Bank and the European Union have
moved in for direct ‘State Capture’, albeit clandestinely in
order to shield the Comprador State from a public perception
of not only its uselessness and debilitating ineptitude, but
encumbrance to true freedom.
The form and national peculiarities of each Southern African
State may differ, even remarkably in some instances. For
example, Zimbabwe, Angola, and Mozambique waged relatively
effective guerrilla struggles, driving the colonial rulers to
the negotiating tables, but nevertheless ended up as bourgeois
(pseudo Stalinist) States. African National Congress (ANC) and
South West African People’s Organisation (SWAPO) were foisted
on South Africa and Namibia directly as Comprador States with
parodies of armed struggles. The similarities are nevertheless
much more essential than the differences. These situations
could only be reached by a brutal and ruthless eradication of
any local opposition: In 1977, MPLA obliterated 5000 youth in
Luanda; Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU) eradicated
opposition by assassinating for Herbert Chitepo and workingclass youth in exile, and thereafter an estimated 30-60,000
and perhaps many more civilians in Ndebele in Southern
Zimbabwe. It made many disappear, and massacred farm workers
during its ‘land-grab’. ANC waged a war within South Africa
against the working class and its leadership, and, SWAPO and
ANC waged terror against youth in exile.
But the content of the crises remains essentially similar:
that is, bankrupt States seeking to be bailed out by ‘white
monopoly capitalism’.
The cash-strapped South African electricity utility ESKOM and
South African Airways (SAA) now openly seek private partners
(‘white monopoly capital’) to overcome inefficiency and to
piggy-back on what is presumed to be an effective and
competent private sector and the self-regulation of the

market. The absurdity is still argued that making State
enterprise attractive for private investors makes it
profitable. Which begs the question: if a State enterprise is
profitable, why sell it off?
Nevertheless, TELKOM’s 46,000 employees are already targeted
for reduction, although not the astronomical management
incomes and lavish international lifestyles and obscene
expenditures. A third of the employees are to be reduced.
In Namibia, the SWAPO government is appealing to the World
Bank for help in getting private partners for the State Owned
Enterprises.
Privatisation is demanded despite two major publications on
the effects of privatisation in Eastern Europe, Africa and
South America in the 1990s. UN researchers show that nowhere
in the world has privatization yielded the vaunted results.
Instead it has created mass
destabilization and hardships.

unemployment,

social

The signs are clear that international financial instances
have already moved into place and already demand ‘austerity’.
In Katima Mulilo, the CEO of the Municipality stated that
‘urban land’ is not for ‘poor people’ and bulldozed
settlements in order to save money on services. In Okahandja
letters have been issued to settlements giving notice of
bulldozing.
In general, the comprador States are clearly putting on their
nicest clothes to woo imperialism back to take over their
State functions as there is little to loot anymore. But, this
has set off intense proliferation of factions in the States
and squabbles amongst them. (This explains the nice and
friendly coup d’état in Zimbabwe)
Given the desperation of the working people in the
deteriorating economic situation and their falling living
standards, within the context of a crisis of leadership they

cling to each hope generated by demagoguery of the compradors
to bring change. And yet, there are many sceptical observers
amongst them.
In Zimbabwe, many notice that it is the same old edifice which
proclaims new salvation.
Likewise, in South Africa and Angola, working people are
observing the situation with caution.
CRISIS OF LEADERSHIP
Working people find it hard to respond to the looming threat.
Whilst no doubt their largely amorphous stirrings are the main
pressure for the compradors to feign a hope for real change,
they are also in crisis, a crisis of leadership.
This crisis is historic in context.
Especially in South Africa and Namibia, the working classes
have generated their own leadership in the union struggles
which started in 1971/2 in Namibia and lit the veld fire of
workers’ struggles in South Africa since 1973.
Whilst these struggles led to real union rights by the 80’s,
the ANC and SWAPO have led physical attacks against the
working class and its leaders since 1976. By 1984 they had
succeeded in disbanding or killing the union and workers’
leadership and corralling workers’ organisations behind the
nationalists through the Confederation of South African Trade
Unions (COSATU) and the National Union of Namibian Workers
(NUNW). In 1990 in Namibia and 1994 in South Africa, this
union leadership abandoned the workers for an alliance with
what they now call ‘white monopoly capitalism’.
Since 1992 when The Labour Act which contained significant
rights for workers was promulgated in 1992. Since then the
SWAPO regime, together with corporate lawyers, started
dismantling labour rights, first through endemic corruption in

the law courts, then using the introduction of illegal
practices such as contract labour, and then by rewriting the
Labour Act in 2007 to put it in line with neo-liberal
requirements of a total onslaught on labour rights.
This same process was followed in South Africa with the Labour
Relations Act of 1995 and its later amendments and conventions
introduced illegally such as contract labour.
These developments suggest that the working people must
generate a new and independent leadership both at union and
political levels.
They need a union leadership which leads them in the struggle
against the erosion of rights gained through three decades of
bloody struggle. They still have union rights to organise and
strike. But, they need a conscious and alert struggle against
the facilitation of the comprador class to enable capitalist
corporations to erode workplace rights by slave conventions.
There is no point living with your head in the political
clouds while working people need to understand their historic
tasks through fighting for concrete rights.
The meaning of fighting for political power on a mass scale
can only come from the fight for the protection of past gains
and rights against slave labour conditions, which the IMF, the
World Bank, the EU and the US are set to further entrench
through the compradors of Southern Africa.
Hewat Beukes
19 November 2017
Notes:
The bourgeoisie of Southern Africa was a comprador class for
imperialism before and after 1994. (Compradors are traders in
a colony or semi-colony who facilitate their county’s pillage
by imperialism.)

The Apartheid State was able to build a pseudo welfare state
on the backs of the working people, who with their families
comprised 90% of the South African nation.
The entrance of black governments heaped a further burden on
the working people. Not allowed to dig into corporate capital
and assets, they took hold of working peoples’ assets and life
savings.
The entrance now of direct control by the imperialists heaps
the ultimate burden on the working masses of Southern Africa.
They will not be able to bear any further burdens.
Editor’s Note: this is an edited version of a document that is
already circulating on social media.
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Workers Revolutionary Party to Rebuild the Fourth
International is a member of the Workers International for
the Rebuilding of the Fourth International.
Its leadership emanated from the liberation struggle of
Namibia and were part of the socialists in the SWAPO Youth
League, which in 1976 unsuccessfully challenged the SWAPO
Leadership for all-encompassing corruption and imperialist
collaboration due to imperialist intervention.
In 1984 we started building our party clandestinely and stood
in the forefront of the struggle against the terror campaign
and mass killings of SWAPO members by the SWAPO leadership in
exile in Angola and Zambia.

In 1988 our party called out the mass protests of 4 May 1988
against South Africa just prior to independence obtained in
1989.
Since 1990 we have fought on all fronts on issues wracking
the working class and the colonial status quo maintained by
the colonial ruling classes through a caretaker boss-boy
SWAPO regime.
We dealt with trade union issues, the homeless, the landless
and workers who were in struggle over the past 24 years.
We participated in elections to articulate a workers
programme and self-determination for national groups.
We did not stand in the 2009 elections due to our work with
mass workers groups such as the TCL miners whose pensions
were stolen, teachers who were being pauperized, fuel workers
who were being brutalized, the Truth and Justice Committee
seeking historical restitution of history and the landless
whom the regime sought to bulldoze after they had taken their
land by themselves.
We took part in the 28 November 2014 general elections,
incorporating former soldiers of South Africa who were
forcefully conscripted during the colonial era and whose
pensions were stolen by the SWAPO regime, and won two seats
in the National Assembly to the consternation of the
bourgeoisie.
The media speculate on how a party which has not made one
rally or campaigned could obtain such a high number of votes
and for that matter a communist party.
Our votes varied between 1.5 and 2% over this vast country
(1,600 km north to south, from central Namibia to north west
1,600 km, east to west 800 km.)
Our votes came mostly from organized groups and from

supporters of our work over 24 years.
(We plan to produce a fuller report on the Namibian election
campaign and results in the next issue of Workers’
International Press – Editor)
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WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY TO REBUILD THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL
P.O. Box 3349 Windhoek Fax: 088641065 Tel: 061-260647
jacobusjosob@ymail.com
14 December 2014
INTERNATIONAL APPEAL
Our party is a member of the Workers International for the
Rebuilding of the Fourth International. Its leadership
emanated from the liberation struggle of Namibia and were
part of the socialists in the SWAPO Youth League, which in
1976 unsuccessfully challenged the SWAPO Leadership for all-

encompassing corruption and imperialist collaboration due to
imperialist intervention.
In 1984 we started building our party clandestinely and stood
in the forefront of the struggle against the terror campaign
and mass killings of SWAPO members by the SWAPO leadership in
exile in Angola and Zambia. In 1988 our party called out the
mass protests of 4 May 1988 against South Africa just prior
to independence obtained in 1989.
Since 1990 we fought on all fronts on issues wracking the
working class and the colonial status quo maintained by the
colonial ruling classes through a caretaker boss-boy SWAPO
regime.
We dealt with trade union issues, the homeless, the landless
and workers who were in struggle over the past 24 years. We
participated in elections to articulate a workers program and
self-determination for national groups.
We did not stand in the 2009 elections due to our work with
mass workers groups such as the TCL miners whose pensions
were stolen, teachers who were being pauperized, fuel workers
who were being brutalized, the Truth and Justice Committee
seeking historical restitution of history, landless whom the
regime sought to bulldoze after they had taken their land by
themselves.
We took part in the 28 November 2014 general elections,
incorporating former soldiers of South Africa who were
forcefully conscripted during the colonial era and whose
pensions were stolen by the SWAPO regime, and won two seats
in the National Assembly to the consternation of the
bourgeoisie.
The media speculate on how a party which have not made one
rally or campaigned could obtain such high number of votes
and for that matter a communist party.

Our votes vary between 1.5 and 2% over this vast country
(1,600 km north to south, from central Namibia to north west
1,600 km, east to west 800 km.)
Our votes came mostly from organized groups and from
supporters of our work over 24 years.
Unlike the bourgeois parties we immediately establish contact
with our voters and supporters to organize and to consult.
The Workers International supported us financially with their
support crucial to our success over this vast country.
We now face a problem with a shortage of funds for follow-up
work which is crucial for consolidation. We herewith appeal
internationally for further support of at least one-thousand
British pounds to sustain our work.
We further need to put out our own paper “The Worker”
nationally to counteract the incessant attacks by the
bourgeois media which seeks to portray us as unrealistic and
misrepresent us.
We need to bring our true history to the regions through our
branches and we are now in a position to take the next step
to join the United Front with the NUMSA in South Africa.
At the moment there is no way in which we can meet the costs
for this work ourselves until we have established proper
organization.
You can donate to the following bank directly:
Bank of Scotland
Miss Eva-Panduleni Beukes
Sort: 80-45-13
Account No: 10164363
or send cheques made out to EP Beukes to PO Box 68375, London
E7 7DT

Hewat Beukes,
Leader.
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Introduction
We are using the 2014 elections to propagate the following
enlightenment for the working people of this country:
On 13 November 1970, the Namibian nation called together the
National Convention at Rehoboth where national groups were
represented by their respective leaders including the SWANU
and SWAPO. It was to be a united front for the liberation of
Namibia from South Africa. In January 1971 the UNO declared –
SWAPO a tribal organization – the Sole and Authentic
Representative of the Namibian People, thereby rendering void
the right to self-determination of the Namibian People.
The UNO subsequently revoked the representative status of the
leaders of the different national groups and thus opened the
way for the South African sponsored Turnhalle Conference in
1975 and the Conscription Act in 1977.
We the present leaders of the WRP – then leaders of the Youth
League – with others led the Anti-Conscription movement,

which was opposed by the SWAPO leadership in exile.
The Anti-Conscription movement led to mutiny within the SWATF
and soldiers who escaped ﬂed into exile to Angola and Zambia
where they were forced to confess to being spies and all of
them were killed.
In 1982 the “Five Western Powers” with South Africa and the
UNO agreed to so-called National Reconciliation in which the
South African sponsored parties would reconcile to leave the
colonial economic situation as is.
SWAPO willingly reconciled with the colonial ruling classes,
but seized N$36 million of the SWATF/KOEVOET pension. These
soldiers were demobilized and immediately became victim of
Labour Hire and dire exploitation as part of the lower
working classes.
The SWAPO leaders now use their phony liberation status to
refuse to give back the stolen pensions.
The SWATF/KOEVOET represent in every respect the plight of
the working classes of Namibia.
For this reason, we the WRP have integrated this group of
soldiers to give them the respectable political home which
they deserve.
Our election campaign is based on the following:
1. We, the WRP, go to Parliament to speak over the heads
of the bourgeois parliament, to the masses of the
people. We have no regard for the Namibian Parliament
as it is an institution of capitalism and in a
backward country like this it takes absurd forms in
which it is a mere rubber stamp for legislation and
decisions of the big corporations and the banks. We
cannot speak of taking over parliament as the
elections have already been rigged with inaccessible

electronic voting machines made in India.
2. We are using these elections to advance the demands
of the working class including the poor peasantry and
in particular the demands of the SWATF/KOEVOET
families and relatives, in relation to stolen
pensions, loss of income and losses in general
through economic sanctions, marginalization,
victimization and discrimination, landlessness and
homelessness.
3. We will articulate and support the demands of the
Herero and Nama people for War reparations for
Genocide (1904-8) from the German State.
4. We will put forward the seizure of our Natural
Resources to enable us to fund the upliftment of the
working class and poor peasantry in general and the
neglected SWATF/KOEVOET soldiers in particular.
5. We will put forward the immediate cessation of the
wanton sale of our natural resources through
Exploration Licenses (EPL’s) with seizure of it
without compensation, to enable us to fund the
upliftment of the working class and poor peasantry.
6. The demands of the SWATF/KOEVOET will also highlight
the demands of the working class in general.
7. We will further advance the demand for basic needs of
the working class families to be provided and
subsidized by the government on the ﬁrst tier level
(Municipalities), housing, water and electricity,
public transport, clinics, kindergartens, sport and
recreation facilities, etc to be brought to the
people.
8. We will advance taxation for excesses and demand
living wages tied to the rate of inﬂation (and not
minimum wages).
9. We will demand land to the landless and subsidies for
the upliftment of the poor peasantry.
10. We commit ourselves to rebuild the 4th International
with the world’s working classes, the subregional

working classes of Angola, Zimabwe, Zambia and in
particular South Africa with which we share a common
political history.
Hewat Beukes
Authorised Representative.

In
Response
to
the
SA
Metalworkers
union’s
“Movement for Socialism”
proposal
HEWAT BEUKES, a leader of Workers International, previously
a member of the South West Africa People’s Organisation
(SWAPO) Youth League and now in opposition to the Namibian
SWAPO government, interviewed TANGENI NUUKUAWO, a leader of
the 1971-72 general strike and also formerly a member of
the SWAPO Youth League. This is an extract from the book
“Movement for Socialism”
In the first chapter of “Trade Union Struggles for Freedom
in South Africa” (page 43 in this book) there is a
reference to the 1971-72 general strike in Namibia (then
South West Africa) being a prelude to the strike wave in
Durban in 1973. The Namibian strike also profoundly
affected the freedom movement when 4,000 youth joined the
South West African People’s Organisation (SWAPO) in exile.

The South West African Native Labour Association (SWANLA) was
formed in 1943 by the South Africa colonial government for
the purpose of herding workers from the north of Namibia to
work in the mines in the south.
Under the so-called contract system, workers were gathered
together in Ondangua and then driven down to Grootfontein
where their assigned bosses would collect them. The
compulsory contract was for 18 months. Over time the entire
commercial, small industrial, mining and agricultural sectors
would be fed by contract labour.
Tangeni experienced this himself and remembers his father who
was a labourer in Walvis Bay. He was employed on compulsory
18-month contracts, during which time he could not come home
and his wife was not allowed to visit him. Tangeni obtained a
permit to visit his father in the compound, but for only one
hour at lunchtime.
The beds were concrete slabs protruding from the wall, one on
top of the other. Rooms were small for two to four occupants,
but during the return of seasonal workers these were
overcrowded. The food was the same day after day for 18
months; lunch consisted of porridge with either meat or fish
relish, and breakfast consisted of brown bread with jam.
It was slave conditions, performing back-breaking labour
without sitting down for more than eight hours a day. Workers
developed back problems and illnesses arising from the
unsanitary conditions. If you became sick you lost your job.
Many Angolans were contracted. They were much cheaper than
the Namibians. Mostly illiterate, they suffered even worse
abuse and exploitation. Many lost their lives due to being
killed on farms with no relatives to enquire and question
their whereabouts. They were slaughtered.
The inhuman conditions built up frustration and resentment to
breaking point amongst the vast number of workers housed in
large compounds especially in the urban areas, and in 1971
the anger boiled over into a general strike which started on

13 December 1971 and ended on 20 January 1972.
The organisation was underground with the leaders explaining
to the workers concentrated in the compounds that their
situation could only be changed through political struggle.
They needed to overthrow the system. They demanded amongst
others:
• the right to free movement;
•better wages and better conditions of work;
• the pass book to be replaced by an I.D.;
• the right to negotiate for pay and to choose their own
employers.
However, finally the only change brought about by the strike
was the shortening to six months of the compulsory period
before returning home to see their families.
Nevertheless the strike had a heavy impact on the economy.
Production went down in mines and fishing, also farms were
unattended. Most important, it gave way to political
organisation and awareness. The colonial regime trans- ported
many workers back to the north, but they returned as
organised workers, and as a token of defiance and freedom
they cut a large section of the border fence between Namibia
and Angola.
Before the strike, political organisation was loose. The
SWAPO Youth League consisted of unstructured individuals. The
Strike gave structure and organisation both to the workers
and the Youth League. In 1973 there were school boycotts in
the north and organisation of national resistance against the
Bantustan policy enforced by the Odendaal Plan of 1964 which
put homeland “second tier” authorities in place for the
various national groups.
These boycotts and resistance were met by harsh repression by
the colonial regime and the homeland authorities. In the
north youth and workers were tied to trees and flogged with
palm branches. This led to an exodus of four thousand youth
in 1974 to join the SWAPO in exile in Zambia; when the AntiApartheid Committee interviewed the youth in Lusaka they
mostly wanted to hear about the strike

No wonder! The Namibian General Strike defied the largest
colonial military force in Africa – one soldier for every 12
Namibians – and shocked not only the colonial administration
for its determination and death defiance but the South
African regime itself.
It was a big thing internationally. South African contract
workers in mines and industry suffered the same conditions as
those who took strike action in Namibia, and so the mood
spread. A strike of 300 PUTCO workers in the Transvaal
against low wages was followed by the wave of strikes which
exploded in Durban in 1973. Our general strike had an impact
in South Africa, and the development of workers’ struggles in
South Africa had an impact on us.
In Namibia the general strike led to a restive period of
labour resistance and political organisation culminating in
the 1978 Rössing Strike which involved thousands of miners at
the Rössing uranium mine and other mines and which saw the
formulation of a broad set of demands including trade union
demands. This level of development was influenced by the
trade union struggles in South Africa.
Today it is particularly important that the National Union of
Metal Workers of South Africa (NUMSA) has broken with the
ANC. Even when we joined SWAPO in exile in Zambia in 1974 we
were already conscious of the corruption and political
poverty of the SWAPO leaders and SWAPO in government has
proved this to be true! We knew when we organised the general
strike that workers’ conditions could only be changed through
political struggle. Workers here are faced with the same task
as workers in South Africa – to start a Movement for
Socialism.
NUMSA is the biggest affiliate of the Confederation of South
African Trade Unions (COSATU), but COSATU is in President
Zuma’s pocket and the ANC can’t even implement the Freedom
Charter! I thought the general secretary of the ANC was a
communist, but then I listened to his statements on relations
between the ANC and the unions and realised that the ANC
seeks to seriously weaken the workers’ situation, and so I

agree 100% with NUMSA’s decision to work towards a new
independent workers’ party for socialism.
It is now our job to educate and organise!

