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A fellow member of my trade union asked my opinion of an
online  article  by  a  British  socialist,  John  Ross:  The
historical significance of the 20th Congress of the Communist
Party of China – Learning from China .
This union colleague and I have worked together over quite a
few years as part of a grouping in a teachers’ union here in
England which aims to build the union at its base and in its
leadership. This group has had considerable success and our
union is now well-placed and playing a significant role in the
re-awakening of organised resistance by the UK working class
to the effects of the economic crisis This work is earning
significant support from wide sections of the community. We
are also known throughout our union for the emphasis we lay on
international solidarity issues.
Several of the better-led trade unions here are organising
resistance to attacks on wages, living standards, access to
public service and welfare entitlements on the part of finance
capital,  employers  and  the  current  UK  government.  In  the
process we are standing up for the interests of the broader
community. This is not an isolated trend. There are similar
struggles across North America, the Caribbean and in southern
Africa, for example.
It is worth stressing this because the topic under discussion
– the current state of the Peoples’ Republic of China (PRC)
and its role in world economy and politics – is not a matter
of abstract interest or of concern just for political nerds.
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The posting by John Ross under discussion here is a very
explicit attempt to establish a dominant position for the PRC
and the Chinese Communist Party (CPC) and its policies in the
workers’ and progressive movement across the world. The role
of the PRC and CPC is undoubtedly having an impact among
workers, activists and trade unionists here and elsewhere who
are  striving  to  renew  their  own  outlook,  political
consciousness and understanding of their place in the world.
Instead of forming fighting solidarity with workers’ movements
around the world, we see the Chinese government forming cosy
relationships with regimes which practice exploitation, bow
down to trans-national corporations and very often deny basic
rights to their own citizens.

We have to do our best to arrive at a sober and objective
grasp of these matters but we are hampered by the prevalence
on  all  sides  of  biased  propaganda,  misinformation  and
downright lies blaring out on huge variety of available media.
An offer accepted
Since  the  article  in  question  is  comparatively  short  and
available  online,  there  is  no  point  picking  out  lengthy
quotations from it in this response. The article starts by
listing  the  considerable  economic  achievements  of  the  PRC
since the adoption of the policy of “Reform and Opening Up”,
following  contacts  between  US  and  Chinese  leaders  in  the
1970s.  Statistics  and  graphs  are  presented  to  back  the
assertion that the development of the PRC in the period since
then has done more to eliminate poverty than any previous
process  of  industrial  development  (the  British  industrial
revolution, the US after 1865, the Pacific Tigers after World
War II …).
There can be no denying this! However, the article also claims
that it was made possible by a development of Marxism-Leninism
on  the  part  of  the  CPC  leadership.  Many  will  find  the
references to Marxism-Leninism a bit outlandish. One of the
advantages of Marxism, in my view, is that it encourages us to
look behind headline statistics to find the social relations



and tendencies underlying them. For John Ross, in contrast, it
is a matter of uncritically extrapolating a rising graph:
China was a low-income country; it has become a middle-income
country; it will therefore in time inevitably become a high-
income country. He ascribes this success to the persistent
wisdom of the CPC leadership. Any real statistician (“Marxist-
Leninist” or not) would think twice about such an approach.
Indeed, the trajectory he traces started at a specific point
of economic globalisation in the 1970s. There was a specific
relationship  of  forces  at  the  time,  which  deserves  some
attention. US capitalism had emerged as the main power in
world economy after 1945, and had assumed the leadership of
capitalism around the world. This was a mixed blessing for the
US! Besides successful revolutions in China and Yugoslavia,
the USSR had by the end of the war made huge territorial gains
in Eastern Europe. Colonies like India and Indonesia were
achieving independence, while other colonies and semi-colonies
across the world were also involved in independence struggles.
To try to staunch any further progress of this sort, and to
adjust to new circumstances, the rulers of the US had to build
up  buffer  states  in  Western  Europe.  This  involved  big
concessions to the working class there and back home in terms
of jobs, living standards and social benefits. They also had
to restore the Japanese economy and build up the economy of
South Korea in order to confront and contain the PRC.
By the late 1960s, these allies in Western Europe and Japan
were turning into significant competitors for US business.
Meanwhile the US faced a military defeat in Vietnam. Later, in
the early 1980s, the US suffered the ignominious failure of
its attempts to rescue her Iranian embassy staff in the fiasco
of Operation Eagle Claw.
How did US imperialism react? Of course, we know that they
never for an instant relaxed their military efforts utterly
brutally to assert world leadership. We should not, however,
forget  their  economic  and  diplomatic  efforts  in  the  same
direction.
There had been a post-war boom based on “reconstruction” of



areas devastated by war, but it was beginning to peter out by
the  mid-1960s.  Starting  in  the  1960s  and  increasing  as
domestic contradictions grew in Western capitalist economies,
investment and industrial activity was switched to “emerging
economies”,  first  of  all  in  southern  Europe,  and  then  in
Turkey,  Africa,  South  America  and  all  the  while  in  Asia.
Labour was cheap and plentiful in those parts.
In the process, traditional areas of industry and of working-
class activity were run down. This pulled the rug from under
powerful working-class struggles to defend jobs, wages and
conditions and the social benefits that they had gained. The
emergence of the “rust belt” in the US, the defeat of the
British  miners  and  many  other  workers  in  metallurgy,
manufacturing, construction, seafaring, printing and the docks
here was the background for the “opportunities” thus offered
to “emerging economies”. Effectively, imperialism managed to
set  workers  in  different  parts  of  the  world  against  each
other.  Ross  refers  to  this  globalisation  process  as
“socialisation”, but it was also the exact opposite of genuine
socialisation.
The  exponential  growth  in  international  finance  was  a
necessary part of this process. In this sphere, also, “in
Marxist terms” the struggle between workers and employers over
the creation and sharing-out of value is expressed in the
series of crises in banking and finance which are a feature of
world economy and of all national economies.
Under  US  President  Nixon,  an  offer  was  made  to  the  CPC
leadership to become part of the “offshoring”. “Reform and
Opening-Up” represents the CPC’s eventual acceptance of this
offer. Now it is dressed up as an historic development of
Marxism-Leninism, but at root it was a deal with imperialism
which had a savage impact on workers and their organisations
in the USA and western Europe.
Class relations in China
There has indeed been a colossal development of the productive
forces in the PRC, but at the cost of reinforcing or even re-
creating  historically-outdated  capitalist  social  relations.



The last 50 years have brought the world’s largest working-
class  into  being,  but  also  a  very  powerful  and  ambitious
capitalist class.
Ross’s graphs shine no light on the distribution of wealth in
boomtime China. A comparatively small number became extremely
rich, while a large middle-class also grew. Meanwhile, a huge
mass of the rural poor was sucked into the new industries as a
working class. This working class is highly exploited, working
long  hours  under  extremely  oppressive  conditions.  Reliable
statistics are hard to come by, but by any standard workers’
wages and conditions in China lag far behind those in the old
industrial countries. According to a World Bank report, wages
in China as a share of GDP declined from 53 per cent in l998
to 41.4% in 2005, as compared with 57 per cent in the US.
While  Chinese  legislation  officially  forbids  over-work  and
super-exploitation of labour, these abuses, actually, seem to
flourish  unchecked.  Independent  trade  unions  run  by  their
members are not tolerated. Campaigners who support workers’
rights suffer brutal state repression. Workers who do not
enjoy settled status are denied access to housing and other
benefits. You can look at one report describing conditions at
What  You  Need  to  Know  About  Labor  Conditions  in  China  –
RELEVANT (relevantmagazine.com) . If you suspect that this US-
based material is deliberately biased, you can also look at
this  2009  report:
https://www.waronwant.org/news-analysis/sweatshops-china .
Since Ross refers rather freely to Marxism-Leninism, it is
worth  recalling  how  Marx  reacted  to  the  expansion  of
capitalism  in  Britain  in  the  period  referred  to  in  his
article. Marx said this at the foundation of the International
Workingmen’s Association – the First International:
“It is a great fact that the misery of the working masses has
not diminished from 1848 to 1864, and yet this period is
unrivaled for the development of its industry and the growth
of its commerce. In 1850 a moderate organ of the British
middle class, of more than average information, predicted that
if the exports and imports of England were to rise 50 per



cent, English pauperism would sink to zero. Alas! On April 7,
1864,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  delighted  his
parliamentary audience by the statement that the total import
and  export  of  England  had  grown  in  1863  ‘to  443,955,000
pounds! That astonishing sum about three times the trade of
the comparatively recent epoch of 1843!’
And what, Marx asks, was the impact of all this on poverty? He
quotes “the Sixth Report on Public Health, published by order
of Parliament in the course of the present year. What did the
doctor discover? That the silk weavers, the needlewomen, the
kid glovers, the stock weavers, and so forth, received on an
average,  not  even  the  distress  pittance  of  the  cotton
operatives, not even the amount of carbon and nitrogen ‘just
sufficient to avert starvation diseases’. ‘Moreover:’ — we
quote from the report — ‘as regards the examined families of
the agricultural population, it appeared that more than a
fifth  were  with  less  than  the  estimated  sufficiency  of
carbonaceous food, that more than one-third were with less
than the estimated sufficiency of nitrogeneous food, and that
in three counties (Berkshire, Oxfordshire, and Somersetshire)
insufficiency  of  nitrogeneous  food  was  the  average  diet’.
(Address  to  the  International  Workingmen’s  Association,
Marxist Internet Archive).
Marx continues:
“These  are  painful  reflections,  especially  when  it  is
remembered that the poverty to which they advert is not the
deserved poverty of idleness; in all cases it is the poverty
of working populations. Indeed the work which obtains the
scanty  pittance  of  food  is  for  the  most  part  excessively
prolonged.  The  report  brings  out  the  strange  and  rather
unexpected fact: ‘That of the division of the United Kingdom …
the agricultural population of England,’ the richest division,
‘is  considerably  the  worst  fed’;  but  that  even  the
agricultural  laborers  of  Berkshire,  Oxfordshire,  and
Somersetshire fare better than great numbers of skilled indoor
operatives  of  the  East  of  London.  Such  are  the  official
statements published by order of Parliament in 1864 … at a



time when the Chancellor of the Exchequer told the House of
Commons that ‘the average condition of the British laborer has
improved  in  a  degree  we  know  to  be  extraordinary  and
unexampled in the history of any country or any age’.”
Not a good look
Chinese entrepreneurs and workers take the social relations
described above with them when they settle abroad, for example
in southern Africa. A typical report is this protest from the
Zimbabwe  Diamond  Miners’  Union:
https://newsofthesouth.com/zimbabwe-diamond-and-allied-mineral
s-workers-union-zdamwu-press-statement-over-the-shooting-of-
employees-at-redeem-mine-in-the-midlands-province/. They claim
that two members of the union were actually shot when they
went to see Chinese managers about unpaid wages.
The Rossing uranium mine in Namibia saw a terrific struggle
against  exploitation  by  western  mining  interests  when  the
country was ruled by apartheid South Africa. Liverpool dockers
and other trade unionists boycotted the movement of ore from
this mine. Workers won a battle for union recognition and
decent conditions. When Rio Tinto sold the mine to the China
National Nuclear Corporation a few years ago, promises were
made  about  continued  recognition  of  the  Miners  Union  of
Namibia (MUN) and agreements at the site. However, since then
the entire local site leadership of the MUN has been sacked
and workers’ rights are under attack.
Trade unionists at Piraeus, near Athens, complain that after
much of the port (and large parts of the town around it) were
taken  over  by  the  Chinese  company  COSCO,  they  found  the
culture  of  the  new  management  showed  absolutely  no
understanding of industrial participation and workers’ rights.
This account of a strike over a death at work in the port
highlights lack of consultation over health and safety issues
and  the  dangers  involved  in  “back-to-back”  shift  working:
Piraeus Port Workers Announce 48 Hour Strike Over Workplace
Safety After Death Of Colleague (greekcitytimes.com).
Workers at a Chinese-owned copper mine in eastern Serbia held
a protest on January 12 to demand higher wages and improved



working  conditions.  Several  hundred  workers  at  Zijin  Bor
Copper,  located  in  the  town  of  Bor,  participated  in  the
protest, calling for the Chinese company to respect the laws
of Serbia and its Serbian workers.
Protester  Srecko  Karadzic  told  RFE/RL  that  he  took  part
because of working conditions and because wages have not kept
up with inflation.
“Insufficient respect for workers, insufficient respect for
wages and standards,” he said. “Everything is more expensive,
and wages are the same.”
Goran Nikolic, who also works at Zijin, told RFE/RL that the
workers are intimidated and said there are lists of workers
who  protest.  These  workers  are  then  transferred  to  other
workplaces, making others afraid, he said.
A final point on Ross’s statistics: He evokes historic periods
of  capitalist  growth,  but  stops  short  at  mentioning  what
happened next. At the end of the nineteenth century, Britain’s
dominance of world trade came under attack from newcomers such
as Germany, Japan and the US, and this led to two world wars.
The US is still top of the tree at the moment, and has been
for  nearly  a  century,  but  she  is  clearly  struggling  and
flailing around economically and militarily. Japan and Germany
are no longer the “miracle economies” that they were forty
years ago. Chinese strategists are famous for taking the “long
view”. If the system of imperialism continues, how could the
amazing  economic  growth  of  China’  business  economy  and
influence not lead to further convulsions and wars, as did the
arrival of previous new claimants to imperial power? China
obviously has the right (as should Venezuela and Cuba too) to
engage in world trade without sanctions or boycotts. But China
now  engages  in  world  trade  as  an  industrial,  trading  and
financial rival to the US and Europe. Without a profound shift
in social relations and economy across the world, a shift in
which the working class comes forward as the leading force
able  to  remodel  society,  events  must  follow  the  same
trajectory  as  they  did  in  1914  and  1939.
Marxism-Leninism: A miracle-cure?



Here it becomes necessary to quote more extensively from John
Ross’s posting:
“If the achievements of the CPC in improving the conditions of
human beings are unparalleled the question is then obviously
how was this achieved, what made it possible? This leads to an
accurate measure of the achievements of the CPC in ideas, in
theory.
“As is well known the CPC was founded under the impact of the
1917  Russian  revolution,  the  first  successful  socialist
revolution – which took place in an imperialist country. This
fact, and the ideas of Marxism-Leninism which were learnt from
these events, was on the one hand an immense initial advantage
for China – as these were the world’s most advanced economic,
social and political ideas, the practicality and success of
which  had  been  proved  by  the  1917  revolution.  But
simultaneously, because these ideas were international, and
not specifically developed for China, the CPC then had to
undertake a long historical process of the “Sinicization” of
Marxism – to integrate the analyses of Marxism, developed not
only in a different country but in a different continent, with
an understanding of China’s specific reality.
“This led to mistakes by the CPC in its early period. As Xi
Jinping noted: ‘The young Communist Party of China once simply
applied  the  general  principles  of  Marxism-Leninism  on  the
proletarian  revolution  and  copied  the  experience  of  the
Russian  October  Revolution  in  the  urban  armed  uprisings,
without fully considering China’s national conditions and the
reality  of  the  Chinese  revolution,  causing  the  Chinese
revolution to suffer serious setbacks.’
“This, and other major errors, resulted in the defeat of the
urban  based  Chinese  revolutionary  wave  in  1927.  It  was
following  this  defeat  that  Mao  Zedong  progressively  took
undisputed leadership of the CPC. Mao Zedong’s new strategy
centred  on  a  rural  based  revolution  and  victoriously
culminated  in  the  creation  of  the  PRC  in  1949.”
Where to begin? For one thing, the Russian revolution could
never be reduced to just “urban armed uprisings”. In both 1905



and  1917,  military  defeats  for  the  Russian  Empire  led  to
revolts in the army, whose rank-and-file consisted mainly of
peasants. These played a highly significant role in the mass
movements which in 1917 culminated in the establishment of a
soviet  government.  The  Bolsheviks  were  extremely  aware  of
movements in the countryside and debated the issue carefully
and continually.
The political training of the newly-formed Communist party of
China and its leaders fell upon the Communist International
(CI), which was established at an international congress in
1919. There can be no real understanding of the historical
period  evoked  without  some  consideration  of  the  role  and
ultimate fate of this body. Its aim was to share all the
experiences of the revolutionary movement around the world and
assist in the development of strategy and tactics. Naturally,
the Russian revolutionary leaders had terrific authority in
this, but the Bolsheviks devoted the same careful analytical
attention to developments in other parts of the world as they
had previously to social developments in the Russian Empire.
The  Comintern  Second  Congress  (1920)  spent  a  considerable
amount  of  time  discussing  the  revolution  in  developing
countries.  It  is  particularly  important  for  what  happened
later in China that they weighed extremely carefully what role
the various social classes might play in the struggle against
imperialism  and  the  prospects  for  socialism.  The  Indian
delegate  M.N.  Roy  and  the  Korean  Bolshevik  Pak  Chin-sun
submitted theses to this Congress which dealt in some detail
with these matters. Pak Chin-sun in particular explored social
relations in the East and possible developments:
“The acute economic crisis in Asia, which is inevitable at the
moment of the transition from feudalism to capitalism, and the
imperialist great powers’ barbaric policy in the colonies have
created  favourable  conditions  for  revolution  there.  This
policy has aroused strong nationalist tendencies in the East.
Granted, the first stage of the revolution in the East will be
the victory of the liberal bourgeoisie and the nationalist
intellectuals, nevertheless, we must begin now to prepare our



forces for the second stage by drawing from the depths of the
peasant  masses,  enslaved  by  the  feudal  regime,  organised
forces to carry out an agrarian revolution in Asia as soon as
possible. The industrial proletariat in Asia, excluding Japan,
is too weak for us to entertain any serious hopes of an early
communist  revolution,  but  the  victory  of  the  agrarian
revolution is certain if we are able to master the immediate
tasks of the great and bloody struggle”.
He points out:
“The  question  now  is,  what  forces  are  propelling  the
revolution in the East? The majority of the former nobility,
the  liberal  bourgeoisie  and  the  petty-bourgeois
intelligentsia, which represent the intellectual forces of the
revolution  in  Asia,  have  learned  from  the  long  years  of
struggle against foreign subjugation and from a process of
agonising  mental  struggle.  They  have  understood  that  the
rebirth of the East is not possible except through the rule of
the broad toiling masses”.
Pak Chin-sun added: “Two opposite roads lie open to Asia’s
nationalists: the one leading to personal prosperity, based on
the perpetual suffering and gradual degeneration of the great
masses  of  the  people;  the  other  leading  to  the  social
revolution  …”
“Certainly, even in the revolutionary milieu there are also
elements that unite with us, internationalists, only to attain
national political liberation … But should the revolution one
day require it, we will know how to turn our arms against the
‘allies’ of yesterday”. (See Riddell [ed], Workers of the
World and Oppressed Peoples, Unite. Volume II of The Communist
International in Lenin’s Time, Pathfinder 1991 pp 860 and
861”.
The Communist Party of China was established in 1922. While it
grew  very  quickly,  it  was  also  pitched  very  quickly  into
massive and dramatic struggles. The political training of its
leadership was a major duty of the Communist International.
However, at the same time the most powerful force in the CI,
the Russian (after 1922 Soviet) leadership was undergoing a



rapid degeneration into a party-state bureaucracy, not without
determined resistance from the genuine followers of Lenin. In
the  course  of  this  struggle,  the  developing  bureaucracy
adopted anti-Communist measures such as suppressing discussion
among  the  party  membership,  intimidating  and  harassing
opponents. It also increasingly developed the cult of the
infallible leader. All of this it imposed on the national
parties affiliated to the CI. It also abused its position in
the CI to bolster its own domestic situation, rather than to
advance effective policies in each member Communist Party.
(One of the most disgraceful aspects of the CPC 20th Congress
is the full-on return to the personality cult and exceptional
powers granted to a single individual, Xi, directly copying
the degeneration in the Soviet Union in the 10 years after the
Russian revolution.)
China was in a profound crisis in the 1920s. The revolution
against the Qing dynasty and the age-old social relations of
the  Chinese  empire  had  broken  out  in  1911.  This  movement
struggled to establish itself and at the same time to confront
foreign  imperialist  inroads.  The  national  movement  which
crystallised in Sun Yat-sen’s Guo Min Dang (KMT) was unable to
establish a new national government. Large swathes of the
country were controlled by local warlords.
In  the  mid-1920s,  the  CI  and  the  CPC  provided  enormous
practical support to the KMT’s military campaign to defeat the
warlords (“the Northern Expedition”).
Unfortunately, they convinced themselves and others that the
bourgeois-dominated  KMT  (run  after  Sun  Yat-sen’s  death  by
Chiang Kai-shek) would continue to be the vehicle for social
progress in China for a considerable time, and that it was
dominated by a left-wing sympathetic to the masses of workers
and peasants. This was the “line” passed down from Stalin and
Bukharin.
But it turned out that the social conflicts in China could not
be  contained  in  that  way.  Workers  and  peasants  responded
massively to the campaign in their own way. In response, the
right wing of the KMT rallied its forces, side-lined the weak



KMT Left and inflicted serious defeats on the movement in
Canton in 1926 and in Shanghai in 1927.
The veteran Communist Peng-Shu-tse described events in this
way:
“Thus, even though the CCP led the Shanghai workers in an
armed  insurrection  on  March  21,  1927,  which  succeeded  in
destroying the control of the Northern warlords and occupying
Shanghai  (except  for  the  foreign  concessions),  with  armed
workers organised to maintain peace and order, they could not
establish a revolutionary regime based on the working class.
Such a regime would have initiated a dictatorship against the
counter-revolutionary  bourgeoisie  and,  in  particular,  would
have opposed and defeated the coup plotted by Chiang Kai-
shek’s bandit gang. They could not do this because it would
destroy ‘KMT-CCP collaboration’, obstruct the line of a ‘bloc
of four classes’ and especially disrupt the business of Chiang
Kai-shek’s Northern Expedition. Even though the CCP had taken
Shanghai and gained the support of the entire working class
and a majority of the lower petty-bourgeoisie, along with the
sympathy of a section of the soldiers, in order to adhere to
the Comintern’s policy of a ‘coalition government of four
classes,’ the CCP could do nothing but establish a Shanghai
provisional government in collaboration with the bourgeoisie.
Those representatives of the bourgeoisie ‘elected’ to serve in
the provisional government used sabotage and opposition, under
Chiang Kai-shek’s direction, to paralyse the government and
prepare the way for Chiang’s next coup.”
Understandably Peng continues: “Under these circumstances, the
CCP  slipped  into  a  period  of  exceptional  distress  and
dilemma.”  (Peng  Shu-tse,  introduction  to  Leon  Trotsky  on
China, Pathfinder, 1976, pp 64 and 65). It was not that the
principles  of  Marxism-Leninism  were  abstract  truisms  which
requires  translation  from  some  Olympian  height  into  the
particular circumstances of each separate country: in fact it
was Stalin who imposed a political “line” in China in defiance
of the views of Marx and especially Lenin. This line, of
subordinating the workers and peasants to the Guo Min Dang,



disoriented the movement and led to a serious defeat. The
leaders of the USSR after Lenin’s death did try to impose “one
size fits all” political lines on Communist Parties around the
world. This was clear in the sectarian policies of the “Third
Period”  after  1928,  and  the  switch  to  “Popular  Front”
alliances after 1933. Stalin’s Marxist opponents insisted that
the  general  features  of  world  politics  are  expressed  in
different  proportions  in  each  country,  demanding  political
solutions appropriate to local conditions, and sharp awareness
of  developing  events  and  changes;  but  their  voices  were
stifled.
“Under these circumstance”, Mao’s turn to the countryside was
more a pragmatic adjustment to a catastrophic situation than
an original development of Marxist theory. (It is true that he
learned enough to take future Soviet advice with a pinch of
salt!).
How fundamental a principle was the turn to rural guerrilla
warfare? For fifty years after the establishment of the PRC,
leftist forces around the world have tried to emulate Mao’s
success through guerrilla warfare. There have been inspiring
and determined struggles. Huge sacrifices have been made in
the East, in Africa and in Central and South America. However,
as we stand today, the results are mostly very disappointing.
From  Algeria  to  Zimbabwe,  through  the  entire  alphabet  in
Africa, states which have won independence at least in part
through  guerrilla  struggles  have  ended  up  run  by  local
kleptocracies where hints and clues of some sort of socialism
are increasingly rare and the main “growth” has been in the
oversees bank accounts of the autocratic rulers.
Cuba is an exception. But even the Cuban government now spends
a lot of its time helping former guerrilla movements, as in
Colombia,  to  make  peace  deals  with  the  capitalist  client
states they have been fighting for 50 years. The balance sheet
of half a century of imitating the Maoism of the 1930s and
1940s is this: that many of the imitators have spent the last
two decades or more trying to disentangle themselves from it.
And now, while Ross celebrates the “Marxism-Leninism” of Mao,



Xi urges supporters around the world to collaborate with the
local capitalists. He proposes the exact same mistake that was
inflicted on the young CPC by Stalin in the mid 1920s.
As the apartheid regime was being taken apart in the early
1990s, Nelson Mandela assured trade unionists there that the
country’s wealth would be nationalised. At the same time the
advice he actually adopted – from the Chinese – was to leave
foreign multi-national corporations in charge of extracting
and processing the country’s minerals.
What sort of “Marxism-Leninism”?
Ross contrasts the ultimate failure of the USSR to the heady
successes of the PRC, against the background of a rather terse
account of 20th Century economic history:
“…the  great  crisis  of  the  1930s,  which  culminated  in  the
Second  World  War  itself,  was  dominated  by  two  economic
features.  First  domestic  investment  collapsed,  second
international  trade  and  investment  radically  declined.
Expressed in Marxist terms, therefore, from 1929 to World War
II socialisation of labour was drastically reduced, leading to
the prediction of a huge recline in production – which duly
occurred”.
What “socialisation” meant for Lenin we shall see in a moment.
Ross’s bald account of the events in world economy since 1929
could figure in any account (by a “Marxist-Leninist” or any
moderately well-informed economist). For Ross, imperialism is
a matter of different policies followed at different times by
imperialist  powers:  now  low-investment,  leading  to  falling
world trade, autarky and mass unemployment; at another time
lively  investment,  especially  internationally,  leading  to
growing production and expanding trade. The decisions of those
in charge, for Ross, do not flow from the very nature of
imperialism as a stage in capitalist society, blundering from
crisis to crisis. Following his approach, one might wish that
world leaders had set up the WTO and the World Bank in the
early 1930s, and avoided all the unpleasantness that followed!
The  actual  Lenin  had  a  very  different  understanding  of
imperialism:



“From all that has been said above on the economic essence of
imperialism,  it  follows  that  it  must  be  characterised  as
capitalism  in  transition,  or,  more  precisely,  as  dying
capitalism. It is very instructive in this connection to note
that  the  bourgeois  economists,  in  describing  the  newest
capitalism,  currently  employ  terms  like  ‘interlocking’,
‘absence of isolation,’ etc; banks are ‘enterprises which, by
their functions and course of development, are not purely
private business enterprises; more and more they are growing
out of the sphere of purely business regulation’. And the same
Riesser  who  spoke  these  last  words,  declares  in  all
seriousness that the ‘prophecy’ of the Marxists concerning
‘socialisation’ ‘has not been realised’.
“What then, is the meaning of this word ‘interlocking? … When
a big enterprise becomes a gigantic one, and, working on the
basis of exactly computed mass data, systematically organises
the supply of primary raw materials to the extent of two-
thirds or three-fourths of all that is necessary for tens of
millions of people; when those raw materials are transported
to the most suitable places of production, sometimes hundreds
or thousands of miles from each other, in a systematic and
organised manner; when one centre controls all the successive
stages  of  working  up  the  raw  materials  right  up  to  the
manufacture of numerous varieties of finished articles; when
these products are distributed according to a single plan
among tens and hundreds of millions of consumers … then it
becomes evident that we have socialisation of production going
on before our eyes, and not mere ‘interlocking’; that private
business relations, and private property relations, constitute
a shell which is no longer suitable to its contents, a shell
which  must  inevitably  begin  to  decay  if  its  removal  is
postponed by artificial means; a shell which may continue in a
state of decay for a comparatively long period (particularly
if the cure of the opportunist abscess is protracted), but
which will inevitably be removed.” (Lenin: Imperialism, the
Highest Stage of Capitalism”).
Whatever “socialisation” means for Ross, in Leninist terms it



refers to the revolt of the productive forces against the
relations of production, or as Marx said:
“The monopoly of capital becomes a fetter upon the mode of
production, which has sprung up and flourished along with, and
under  it.  Centralisation  of  the  means  of  production  and
socialisation  of  labour  at  last  reach  a  point  where  they
become  incompatible  with  their  capitalist  integument.  This
integument is burst asunder.” (Marx, Capital vol. I).
For Lenin “private business relations, and private property
relations, constitute a shell which may continue in a state of
decay for a comparatively long period (particularly is the
cure of the opportunist abscess is protracted), but which will
inevitably be removed”. The CPC leadership has “improved” and
“developed” this Marxist-Leninist conception to the point of
vastly expanding the “opportunist abscess”.
Ross’s article on the significance of the CPC 12th Congress,
and his version of the history of that party, present Marxism-
Leninism in terms which considerably confuse the matter.
Bob Archer
February 2023
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10 November 2021.

REPORT ON PLC MEETING AT THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION

On  9  November,  yesterday,  the  Political  Parties  Liaison
Committee (PLC) met at the Electoral Commission of Namibia to
discuss amongst others, “the way forward”.

“… The Electoral Commission has noted with great concern that
most political parties do not comply” with the provisions of
the  Electoral  Act  regarding  annual  audited  statements  and
statements  of  liabilities  and  assets.  Only  one  party  has
submitted statements.

The  act  provides  for  sanctions  to  be  implemented  by  the
Electoral Commission in the event the parties do not comply
with the act in respect of finances.

“As the custodian of the Act, the Electoral Commission has a
legal  obligation  to  ensure  that  these  measures  and
requirements are implemented.” The Electoral Commission has
not enacted these sanctions and appeal to parties to comply.

The  WRP  represented  by  SG  Jacobus  Josob  and  Political
Secretary  Hewat  Beukes  responded  as  follows:  “It  is
unacceptable that the legislator may be the first violator of
the law. This implies that the laws passed by Parliament are
done so with mal-intent. It is equally unacceptable that the
Electoral Commission confesses and admits to non-compliance
with the electoral act of 2014. The sanctions provided therein
are not discretionary. They are peremptory(compulsory) upon
the Electoral Commission.

If parties did not submit proper annual reports they shall not
receive further funds and the sanctions contained not only in
the Electoral Act, but in the general law, shall be enforced.



A further issue is that the ECN does not report on the fact
that  the  WRP  had  not  received  a  single  cent  of  its
parliamentary  funds.  It  was  denied  these  funds  on  the
insistence of the USA and the EU and the actions of the
Namibian regime. It could not submit audited reports.

This situation has been seized upon and WRP allocations had
been stolen from the Treasury. Peter Katjavivi, the Speaker
stole N$5 million. The Labour Commissioner and the Labour
Court were abused to issue warrants of execution against the
WRP for fraudulent claims of more than N$3 million.

On each of these atrocities the WRP objected in writing to the
ECN, the National Assembly and to Petrus Damaseb the Judge-
President. None replied.

The WRP issue is one issue. The ECN, the courts and the
National Assembly work together to create a situation in which
the Treasury is being raided at will in general. This lawless
situation at the ECN regarding finances of political parties
is the ultimate instance of Treasury looting.

A  foundational  principle  of  a  democracy  is  freedom  of
association. Political parties are voluntary associations that
register  with  the  ECN  by  payment  and  registering  their
constitutions,  their  office-bearers  and  authorised
representative. The ECN, the Parliament and the courts ignore
the  rights  of  parties  and  cause  confusion,  chaos  and
disruption by ignoring authorised representation and use their
own agents to deal with party business, with the object of
disabling opposition.

This is a failed State in which the law is alien. No-one
denied the WRP’s factual submissions.

The WRP resolved to make a full statement to all parties and
the working people on the abuse of law and the looting of
Public money from the Treasury.”



Hewat Beukes and Jacobus Josob.

Financial  appeal  from  our
Namibian comrades
For many years now, the Namibian Workers Advice Centre has
been run from the Windhoek home of Erica and Hewat Beukes.
They have been forced to fight a legal battle over many years
to defend the premises against legal and financial chicanery.
Many homeowners in Namibia have suffered from this evil, but
in the case of Erica and Hewat Beukes a further element has
been state and political attempts to silence and paralyse
their campaigning work.
In the course of the struggle, for example, their access to
electricity and water has been illegally cut off.
Now they are involved in a legal appeal which could secure
their title to the premises. They need to raise money to
finance the technical costs of the court case.
Their detailed request for support is below. Please help with
as much as you can.

•••

WORKERS  REVOLUTIONARY  PARTY  (WRP)  TO  REBUILD  THE  FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL
A party duly registered in terms of the Electoral laws of the
Republic of Namibia
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The committee is fighting for an international enquiry into
mass murder of Namibians in Exile.
She is also the director of the workers advice centre which
was established in 1991.
The  workers  advice  centre  fight  against  the  onslaught  on
workers rights all levels including the derogation of legal
rights in labour legislation by corporate lawyers.
Hewat is the leader of the Workers Revolutionary Party which
fights  to  arm  the  working  class  through  organisation  and
building their own political party.
Both  have  been  involved  leaders  in  the  struggle  for
independence  and  self-determination.
In  1974  they  established  a  clandestine  socialist  youth
organisation.
Erica  and  Hewat  have  faced  continual  persecution  by  the
Namibian State over the past 31 years.
The target was their livelihood.
In 2005 the organised criminal First National Bank illegally
sold their residence in the name of the South West Africa
Building Society (SWABOU) with which they held the bond.
This was part of the scams conducted by the FNB through the
courts  of  Namibia  in  which  they  stole  the  R3,7  billion
homeloan book of the SWABOU, deregistered the building society
without the knowledge of the members and the bondholders.
Court cases proliferated as corrupt judges through corrupt
judgments protected the bank.
The State and the bank used the municipality and the courts to
cut all services to Erica and Hewat. In 2005 they cut water
and  in  2017  the  Chief  Justice  gave  a  judgment  which  he
concocted from smear campaigns and pure fabrications to find
that Erica and Hewat had no right to water and electricity.
The pre-paid electricity had been cut too.
On 25 March 2021, a judge gave the final judgment on the house
dispute rejecting the application of Erica and Hewat .The
judgment did not make sense, but they were forced to lodge an
appeal after they came to hear of the judgment on 21 May 2021.
We ask that socialists and working class fighters respond to



our financial appeal. We need N$56,000 for the appeal record
of which we need 30% deposit urgently. Comrade Hewat will
defend the case in person in the Supreme Court. Thus, costs
for legal representation will not be required.
We may need a further N$25,000 for legal costs for legal
expertise. This will be pressing very shortly
The residence over time has become a centre for working class
struggles around the country. In 1986 the house was bombed. In
post-colonial Namibia it has become a target for harassment,
intimidation and ejectment.
Its very defence is part of the struggle of the working class
in this country.

Jacobus Josob
Secretary General
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ADDENDUM TO 10 JUNE 2021 STATEMENT RE: MAGISTRATE UNCHEN
KONJORE’s INTIMIDATION, THREATS AND COERCION BY THE JUDICIARY

AND THE GOVERNMENT ATTORNEY

Some definitions: “An “affidavit” is a written statement that
is considered made under oath. It is only valid when made
voluntarily  and  without
coercion.”“A written statement of facts voluntarily made by an affiant 
under an oath or affirmation administered by a person authorized to do so
 by law.”

“TRUTH has its own ways. In April/May 1989, three Lubango
dungeon prisoners were confronted with two choices to make.
One, to repeat lies in front of a video camera and return to
Namibia. Two, to refuse repeating lies in front of a video
camera  and  be  killed.  They  chose  the  latter.  They  are
Tshuutheni  Tshithigona,  Gerhard  Tjozongoro  and  Kleopas
Namushinga. “ Samson Ndeikwila.

In  April  2021,  Magistrate  Unchen  Konjore  supervised  the
swearing-in of the Karas Regional Management Committee.

On  3  June  2021,  the  chief  magistrate  and  the  government
attorney sent her an affidavit which they had written. They
instructed  her  to  sign  it  and  have  it  commissioned  by  a
commissioner of oaths.

They instructed her to take her decisions to swear in the
management committee review in the High Court.

The purpose was to concoct a rerun of elections or regional
counsellors in Karas.

But, they also planned to force the magistrate to implicate
herself as being politically biased and incompetent. Once this



was achieved they would remove her. She would not be able to
defend  herself,  because  by  own  admission  she  would  have
disqualified herself.

Adv.  Matti  Asino,  the  head  of  the  government  attorney,
personally threatened her and tried to force her to carry out
their instructions of self-incrimination.

The High Court to which they take these reviews entertains
these absurd nullities. It gives Court orders to create the
impression that this state is operating in terms of some law.

The parties who approach the court have no legal interest. An
aggrieved person may approach a competent Court of law in
terms of Namibian constitutional law. The person going for
reviews are officials who seek to corrupt political bodies and
organs around this country in favour of the SWAPO regime. They
have no legal standing and no legal interest.

The High Court has no jurisdiction to hear the reviews and is
not competent.

The officials do not take the reviews to the Electoral Court,
which would make it too obvious that the persons who bring the
reviews have no interest in the elections.

We now have it on good authority that the chief magistrate was
instructed by the government attorney to bring the review,
because  of  the  widespread  public  opposition  to  the  thug
methods to force Magistrate Konjore to bring the review.

The chief magistrate has been trained in South Africa. She
would be fully abreast that she cannot legally bring review.
It is crystal clear that she has been forced, or through
opportunism, to submit to the legally incompetent government
attorney. It is public knowledge that the government attorney
employs persons with no workable knowledge of law.

The  United  Front  of  political  parties,  churches,  civic



organisations, and workers’ and working peoples’ organisations
combine to reject these underground terror methods of the
SWAPO  regime  through  the  organs  such  as  the  Government
Attorney and the judiciary.

We call on all to fight alongside us to expose and work to
stop the violation of our Nation.

Let us work to protect professional officials and jurists such
as Magistrate Unchen Konjore.

JACOBUS JOSOB

Secretary General
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THE CHIEF MAGISTRATE

In April 2021 magistrate Unchen Konjory swore in a management committee
for the Karas Region. SWAPO counsellors had abdicated their statutory
duty to facilitate the election of the said committee.

The judiciary and the government attorney then combined to reverse the
process.  They  attempted  to  bully  the  magistrate  into  submission  to
reverse the process as an admission of her incompetence.

The magistrate refused.

The full savage legacy of the SWAPO Lubango regime then kicked in.

They tried to force her to lodge a review application against her
swearing-in of the said committee. This would be a confession of total
incompetence and incapacity. The black comedy who would shoulder costs
when the application was granted passed them by.

The fact that the SWAPO counsellors’ disdain for the law and their
responsibilities was the cause that the committee was elected and duly so
by a quorum was swept under the carpet.

The  extracts  from  the  correspondences  below  will  show  that  they
threatened the magistrate to sign an affidavit drawn up by them and to
take her own decision on review. The government attorney which is from
the  executive  and  purportedly  operating  on  the  principle  of  The
Separation of powers did not spare the rod of power on the magistrate.

The daunting heading of the various correspondences says it all: FIRST
AND FINAL WRITTEN INSTRUCTION TO COMPLY WITH LAWFUL ORDER: PROCEDURAL
ERROR: //KHARAS REGIONAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS.

No amount of protest from the magistrate that she could not take her own
decision on review in terms of the law would suffice.

They were relentless, savage and organising for a full-scale assault on
the person, a character, her individuality and the right to decide.

This matter was a proliferation of the absurdities which were displacing



logic and coherence: In Luderitz a magistrate commissioned 7 councillors
instead of 5. He took the case on review to court; in January this year
the  Electoral  Commission  took  its  purported  mistakes  in  regional
elections in the south to court. None of the affected parties found it
necessary to enforce their rights through court.

This mockery has become part of the fabric of the Namibian legal system.

The magistrate is self-evidently a competent jurist.

This in itself requires in the Lubango tradition that she be removed.

On  4  June  2021,  Chief  Magistrate,  Philanda  Christiaan,  wrote  to
Magistrate Konjore, “I confirm receipt of the affidavit, but that was not
what  is  requested,  the  request  is  for  you  to  avail  yourself  for
consultation with the GOVERNMENT ATTORNEY, since you were an integral
part of the proceedings and will shed light.  You will however be the one
that must depose of a founding affidavit with the guidance of GOVERNMENT
ATTORNEY, and not on your own volition.”

Government Attorney, Monique Meyer on 8 June 2021, wrote to her, ”I wish
to place on record that you were not threatened at any point during the
conversation. The phone was on loudspeaker as it was yesterday and I have
been present for all your conversations with the Government Attorney.
The Government Attorney spent hours yesterday evening and spent a great
deal of time this morning trying to convince you that you are the
appropriate  person  to  bring  this  review  because  of  YOUR  PERSONAL
KNOWLEDGE of what transpired during the elections for the management
committee. He repeatedly told you that this is not an attack on you
personally and that we serve at the pleasure of the Government as a
whole, to cure the irregularities we are now faced with.
He further attempted to convince you that our office is mandated to
represent all Government officials, which we do without fear or favour,
and the course of action our office mapped out is the best route to cure
the irregularities in the High Court.

When we spoke to you telephonically yesterday, you refused to
depose  to  the  affidavit  because  you  do  not  agree  with
“anything” in the affidavit. Thereafter, we spent hours on the



phone going through every paragraph and editing it to your
satisfaction. We removed every single statement you were not
happy with. After that intensive and time-consuming exercise,
you indicated around the end of the call that you do not wish
to be the First Applicant. This was around 18h00.
This morning, when you still refused our advice as your legal
practitioners, he ADVISED you to seek legal counsel from an
alternative lawyer, who may perhaps clarify the law in a way
that is understandable to you, and for you to see that we are
not trying to trick you by bringing this application as a
self-review. He even went as far as to state that we will
pause everything pending your consultation with your lawyer
and that you revert to us by 12h00. Even this attempt to meet
you halfway was refused by you.
The accusation of alleged threats is therefore a complete
falsity and an afterthought to cure the fact that our office
spent valuable time appeasing you by editing the affidavit to
your liking. I further place on record that great deference
was shown to you by the Government Attorney throughout your
exchanges.”

It is unclear how much incompetence is embedded in the depravity and
malice. It is certain that it is a lot.

Nevertheless, we declare our unequivocal stand beside Magistrate Unchen
Konjore for her refusal to abandon her knowledge and principles under the
savagery of a depraved State and Judiciary.

We call on all parties which have not yet lost their souls to opportunism
and hopelessness to defend Magistrate Unchen Konjore in her admirable
stand to defend her profession and her duty to the Namibian working
people.

JACOBUS JOSOB

Secretary General



Press  statement  by  the
Rössing Nine
Press statement by the Rössing Nine

Comradely greetings to all our comrades, workers, brothers and
sisters around the world.

Rössing Uranium Ltd has been producing and exporting uranium
oxide from Namibia to nuclear power utilities around the world
since its inception in 1976 and the union movement got into
focus, so much so that the struggle spilled back from South
Africa back into Namibia. In 1978 the labour movement (union)
was born at Rössing Uranium Mine when the oppressors tried to
brutally suppress but did not succeed and they jailed the
leaders under Administrative General (AG) proclamation 26.

The repression continued but failed to suppress the rising
working-class movement. In 1984 the workers won the rights to
organise the union movement and register trade unions. The
culmination of those rights were contained in the 1992 Labour
Act (Legislation), the pinnacle of labour rights in Namibia.
The problem is while as the Namibian working class succeeded
in winning these significant union and labour rights as was
enshrined  in  the  1992  Labour  Act  and  the  1990  Democratic
Constitution of Namibia, the multinational corporation came
down with a vengeance to nullify the unions and labour rights
in its entirety.

The mechanisms used against the union movement and working-
class rights were among others: privatisation, Labour judicial
corruption, the return of the labour-hire through outsourcing,
formalisation  of  labour-hire  companies,  etc.  One  of  the
reasons which facilitated the derogation of rights was the co-
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option  of  working-class  leaderships  into  state  structures.
Endemic  corruption  furthered  the  historic  weakness  in  the
struggle of the working class in that it failed to create a
working-class  leadership  in  its  own  name  and  for  its  own
interest.

The historic significance of this struggle is that it pointed
the  workers  to  the  end-goal  by  showing  everyone  the
indispensability and the power of the working class, through
the 1971 to 1972 general strike that brought the entire nation
to a standstill and inspired the South African working class
to rise up since 1973 until South Africa overthrew Apartheid
in 1994,

The Mineworkers Union of Namibia (MUN) was formalised in 1986.
The Mineworkers Union of Namibia (MUN) Rössing branch signed
the  first  ever  recognition  agreement  in  Namibia  on  the

14thNovember 1988 that governs the relationship between the
Mineworkers Union of Namibia (MUN) and Rössing Uranium Ltd.,
which is still in existence to date.

Under Rio Tinto as a majority shareholder in Rössing Uranium
Ltd., as employees we were part of the greater Rio Tinto and
labour relations were based on the existing laws. Although we
had our difference, we still mutually coexisted and the Rio
Tinto respected and complied with legislation, the internal
policies and agreements. Rio Tinto understood the role of the
union with regards to the Supreme Law of Namibia and Labour
Act 11 of 2007.

This all started to change when Rio Tinto sold all its shares
in Rössing Uranium Ltd. to China National Nuclear Corporation
(CNNC)  in  July  2019.  The  CNNC  management  used  every
opportunity to suppress and threaten union rights by demanding
to renegotiate among others the following agreements to less
favourable agreements:

Procedural (Recognition) Agreement of 14 November 19881.



Performance and Conduct Procedure (Disciplinary Code)2.
Recruitment Policy3.
Retrenchment Package Agreement4.
5 Conditions of employment5.

Leave Days
Sick Leave days
Commutation system

Salary scales and structures6.
Medical Aid Provider7.

Their renegotiation attempts failed and this culminated in
grave attacks on the Branch Executive Committee. Among the
attacks are the exclusive unprocedural correspondences between
the  General  secretary  of  MUN  (Eben  Zarondo)  in  which  the
Chinese  General  Manager  instructed  him  to  discipline  the
Branch Executive Committee, and when he failed to find any
grounds or faults, CNNC Rössing Uranium Ltd. took the matter
in their hands by unlawfully and illegally dismissing the
Branch Executive Committee.

Between July and September 202, the management unlawfully and
illegally suspended, charged and dismissed the Nine Executive
Committee Members in their individual employment positions on
witch-hunt and unfounded allegations against MUN (Mineworkers
Union  of  Namibia)  of  allegedly  leaking  confidential
information about the illegal employment of the 4 Chinese
nationals in management to the media, breaching employment
contracts,  bringing  the  company’s  name  into  disrepute  and
dishonesty.

The illegal and unlawful employment of the Chinese was exposed
by  the  media  to  the  nation,  drawing  the  attention  of
immigration control officers to investigate, arrest and detain
them and a police case number CR08/08/2020 was registered upon
the  full  establishment  that  they  were  indeed  illegal  and
unlawfully working for CNNC Rössing Uranium Limited and for
violating the Namibia Immigration Control Act.



The illegal and unlawful employees were then transferred to
Narraville Police Station to be held in custody and to be
brought  before  court  for  prosecution.  However,  close  to
midnight that very day, an awful and disgraceful act happened
in that, the accused were jail-broken on an instruction from
some high-ranking government official. These instructions were
illegal and unlawful, as the officials that dispensed the
instructions are not part of the justice system, neither are
they from the office of the Prosecutor General or the Police
and  no  document  or  police  bail  was  processed  for  their
release, only instructions from above.

For the mine to dismiss an organ of the union is a compete
renunciation of the laws of Namibia. What will be the full
social, economic and political implication of this? It will
mean that Namibia is not a sovereign state, there is no rule
of law, and legal entities in Namibia are without any legal
protection.

MUN Rössing Branch is the foundation and torch-bearer of the
union movement in Namibia. These attacks on the union movement
as  expressed  in  the  Chinese  National  Nuclear  Corporation
Rössing Uranium Limited situation echoes the capitalist attack
on the union movement around the country and around the world.

As leaders of the workers’ movement (union), we will defend
the fundamental rights which Namibian workers have fought for
more than a century and won,

The  sad  situation  informs  the  way  forward  and  the  basic
element of the program is as follows:

The rebuilding and training of the working-class basic
organisations and structures of the union, both national
and international
The rebuilding of national and international solidarity
as the means of achieving such workers’ organisations
The  rebuilding  and  r-affirming  of  the  working-class



movements  for  political  power  nationally  and
internationally t avert the onslaught on the rights of
workers.

The role of imperialism today as reflected in the Rössing
example is to destroy fundamental rights and derogate social,
economic and political relations and in particular the proper
relations brought to bear on the working class worldwide.

We firmly believe that the only outstanding matter to resolve
this  increasingly  destructive  situation  is  the  crisis  of
leadership  in  the  working-class  movement.  We  dedicate
ourselves to work to resolve that crisis by building such a
leadership nationally and internationally.

We thank our brothers and sisters who stand in solidarity; the
Rössing Uranium Ltd. employees, MUN Walvisbay Salt Refinery,
Namibia United Fishermen Association, AR movement, individuals
and we further extend gratitude to our brothers and sisters
internationally  from  the  USA,  UK,  Brazil,  Japan,  Greece,
Australia, Argentina and many others.

Your  solidarity  actions  national  and  around  the  world  is
already a major step in realizing our program of action and
change.

In solidarity

Injury to one is injury to all

The Struggle Continues

The Nine Dismissed Union Leaders



New Issue 13 Die Werker out
now!
The latest issue (Oct 2019) of Die Werker

Inside this issue:
Onslaught on the working class.
Transnamib will not listen.
The Workers Advice Centre (WAC) was instructed by Namibian
workers  to  conduct  three  foundational  investigations.  It
summarises the most Demonstrative facts of the semi- colonial
dilemmas and atrocities.
Unresolved contradictions come to bite again.
Namibia  Fishermen  United  Association  to:  working  class
organisations, the judges of Namibia – petition.
Electronic voting system proven a national scam.
Greetings to the SWANU on its 60th anniversary.

A  powerful  manifesto  and  a
serious appeal
As the Workers Revolutionary Party of Namibia submits the
Manifesto reproduced below to voters in the 2019 National
Assembly Elections, reports flood in from around the globe of
movements by the masses in Iraq, Lebanon, Chile and elsewhere
in direct and open opposition to poverty and exploitation and
the corruption and economic mis-management of their ‘own’
venal governments acting as the local agents of imperialist
powers and interests.

They follow on from the events of the “Arab Spring” earlier

https://workersinternational.info/new-issue-13-die-werker-out-now/
https://workersinternational.info/new-issue-13-die-werker-out-now/
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in the decade and the more recent echoes of these movements
in Tunisia and Sudan.

These movements are impressive in their scope and energy and
their ability, especially since in Iraq and Lebanon they
unite  sectors  of  the  population  hitherto  separated  by
religious and ethnic affiliations. 

Powerful  as  they  are,  however,  all  these  movements  are
hampered by the lack of a political programme and of a well-
thought-out strategy to alleviate the suffering expressed in
their simple and compelling demands. 

In a few boldly-drawn paragraphs, the Namibian WRP Manifesto
sketches out the main lines of that programme and underscores
the rightly central role which the working class is called
upon to play within such movements, how it links to other
parts of the masses and what targets it can set itself to
ensure future progress.

Workers International to Rebuild the Fourth International is
extremely proud to submit the Manifesto to the consideration
of serious socialists everywhere. Our comrades in Namibia
have established significant roots among mineworkers, fishery
workers, pensioners, homeowners and tenants and more.

The Namibia WRP are experiencing a wave of media and other
public interest in their Manifesto. They need resources to
spread it far and wide. Workers International will provide
whatever support it can so that they can send material,
speakers and organisers the length and breadth of the country
in the election campaign. Please help us:
account details:
The Correspondence Society
acc no: 20059400
sort: 60 83 01
payments from outside UK would need IBAN number:
GB93NWBK60023571418024



THE CONTEXT OF THE 2019 NATIONAL ELECTIONS

Namibia is an example of a Comprador State. In a political
context the word “comprador” is used to describe an agent
having control over a nation’s workforce by acting on behalf
of  foreign  masters.  In  Namibia  it  means  the  Namibian
government having control over the working people on behalf of
foreign and capitalist masters.

Using law enforcement agencies, the care-taker regime since
1990 has systematically destroyed the legal rights and gains
of the working class through legislation and corruption. At
the  behest  and  in  favour  of  corporate  business,  these
agencies, which include the Office of the Labour Commissioner
and  the  Courts  of  Law,  disregard  the  laws  concerning  the
rights of workers. 

The State is destroying the nation’s infrastructure (roads,
hospitals and schools) by a lack of maintenance and brazen
theft.  Our  education  system  is  proof  thereof.  The  adage
“education is the greatest equalizer” remains out of reach for
the masses, where enrolment in private schools is reserved for
children of the middle class and the children of the working
class and the poor (peasants) receive sub-standard ‘location’
education.

The State’s express policy on the land issue is “no land to
the  poor”.  The  plight  of  those  who  lost  their  land  to
imperialists is not addressed by the care-taker regime. On the
contrary,  the  state  further  disowned  the  impoverished
communities by seizing their remaining snippets of land.

The judiciary is subservient to the same masters, foreign and
local corporate business; banks, industries and capitalists.
It destroys the rule of law.

The  modus  operandi  of  the  imperialists  and  international
corporations in conjunction with the State is to exploit the
workers by means of low wages, hazardous work conditions and



the blatant disregard of labour laws. This practise is common
in southern Africa.

The imperialists and capitalists have a vested interest in our
presidential and national assembly elections. Our elections
are a farce. It is run and controlled by the Indian Army and
nullified our sovereignty. Both the registration of voters and
voting  by  the  electronic  machines  are  a  mockery.  Voter
registrations  are  duplicated.  Voters  can  cast  their  votes
multiple times. 

Since independence these farcical elections are approved by
the USA, EU, AU, SADEC and the IEC as “free and fair” in the
name of ‘political continuity’ to serve their interests and to
ensure the unbridled exploitation of the colonies. 

Under  the  Comprador  State,  Namibia  as  a  whole  is
disintegrating by the day. The prospects for the nation are a
continuously  lowering  material  and  cultural  standard  of
living. The vast resources of fish, minerals (strategic and
precious),  oil  and  gas  reserves,  and  the  most  essential
resource,  the  land  of  the  people,  are  corruptly  sold  to
foreign masters.

The State, bankrupted by rampant looting of the Treasury, is
further intensifying its insolvency by turning the country
into a tax haven for money launderers. Industries operating in
Namibia are registered for tax purposes elsewhere, where they
pay no taxes in any event. 

There is no HOPE, only DESPERATION unless the programme of the
workers’ party is realised. 

PROGRAMME

The only force which can turn the economic and human wastage
around is the organised working class.

The WRP as the vanguard of that organisation is participating



in the 2019 National Elections for no other reason, but to
throw light on the main issues wracking this nation and the
Southern African working people and to propagate its proposals
to achieve working class organisation to fight the scourge.

It harbours no illusions about the mockery of elections which
will once more yield results contrived by the Indian State in
collusion with the Namibian State. 

ISSUES

1.Plundering of natural resources

Namibia’s coastline is unguarded. This allows for unlimited
exploitation of marine resources. Also, this resource is sold
to imperialist countries (South Africa and Spain) by the State
on behalf of individuals.

2.The land question

The  majority  of  Namibians  have  no  access  to  land.
Dispossession is absolute and total. The Comprador State has
gone as far as legislating the Traditional Authorities Act 25
of 2000, which prohibits communities from owning their land.
The so-called traditional authorities have no authority or
jurisdiction over land.

The stated policy of the regime is, “no land to the poor”.

3.Labour situation

Legislation,  pervasive  corruption,  non-policies  and
dysfunctional administration and executive combine to set off
unbelievable levels of unemployment with literally hundreds of
youth rushing for single job openings. 

The  incumbent  regime  is  oblivious  of  mineral  and  natural
reserves of priceless minerals (strategic and precious) and
massive self-generating resources such as marine and other
natural  resources.  The  greatest  source  of  life,  land,  is



squandered away in the same manner.

The obscene squandering of all these resources for laughable
bribes by national and international capital leaves the nation
abused and bewildered. 

PROGRAMME

The WRP uses these elections to articulate its clarion call to
the working class to organise at all levels to declare war on
the destruction of the nation through the destruction of its
sovereignty, its self-determination and its liberation, etc.

The programme of the WRP calls on the working class to rebuild
their unions in the fishing, mining sectors and industrial and
commercial fields under the guidance of the workers’ party.
This rebuilding shall take place in the process of arresting
the unadulterated exploitation of the country by such demands
as opening the books of corporations from mines to factories,
and from banks to insurance companies; a public audit of the
resources  exploited  and  taken  out  of  this  country;  the
cessation of the money laundering mechanism put in place by
the Comprador regime; the derogation of labour rights through
legislation and corruption; and, a national review of the de-
education of the youth. 

The WRP programme calls on the working class to organise at
all levels to optimise the utility of their resources; the
optimum  utilisation  of  these  massive  resources  to  create
permanent jobs, to demand rational industrialisation demanded
by the total human and technical and natural resources at its
disposal.

The WRP call on the working class to treat issues affecting
women, men, youth, homosexuals, etcetera as issues affecting
the working class as a whole and not issues to be separated.

The working class has no interest in the designs of the black
and Khoisan middle classes to step into the shoes of the white



landowners by laying claim to the lands of the people. Its
sole interest is to restore the collective property of the
disowned communities which was collectively disowned. The WRP
advise the working class and poor peasantry to call for a
national  land  conference  to  discuss  the  restoration  of
legality  in  the  country  by  restoration  of  illegally
expropriated lands. (The peasants never held individual title,
they  held  collective  ownership.  Both  the  black  and  white
middle class baulk at the idea of a historical inquiry into
the land issue in Southern Africa.)

ONLY the ORGANISED working class armed with a programme for
all the working people of the NATION can take power and lead
the country out of extreme backwardness and squalor in the
midst of untold wealth. 

ONLY the ORGANISED working class led by a workers’ party can
break the suffocation of the nation by imperialism.

WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY (WRP)

TO REBUILD THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

A political party duly registered in terms of the electoral
laws of the Republic of Namibia

4479 Dodge Avenue, Khomasdal  P.O. Box 3349 Windhoek

Tel: 061-260647

ericabeukes@yahoo.co.uk

jacobusjosob@ymail.com

mailto:ericabeukes@yahoo.co.uk


Defend Casual Workers Advice
Office in Johannesburg!
On Monday evening 2 September 2019, during a campaign of
xenophobic violence, a 200-strong gang wrecked the premises
of the Casual Workers Advice Office (CWAO) in Johannesburg,
South Africa. The door was broken open, glass was shattered
and the premises were thoroughly trashed. The CWAO stated:
“We  lost  our  furniture,  printing  and  communications
equipment, our case files … this is a heavy loss in already
difficult circumstances.”

CWAO works mainly with labour broker workers who are among
the most exploited and marginalised sections of the working
class.

Workers International to Rebuild the Fourth International
condemns the xenophobia which divides the exploited and the
oppressed and exculpates the imperialists and their servants
in  the  South  African  state  who  exploit  the  masses  and
violently bar the way to social progress.

Please support the CWAO’s appeal to restore their premises
and facilities and continue to organise and defend casual
workers.  You  can  donate  to  their  fund  here:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/solidarity-with-casual-workers-adv
ice-office-sa

Hewat Beukes expressed the views of WIRFI on these matters in
this posting:

UNRESOLVED CONTRADICTIONS COME TO BITE AGAIN 

In 1971/72 Namibian contract workers went on a general strike
in the mines, agriculture, and in the colonial industrial and
commercial  sectors.  It  was  an  indelible  demonstration  of
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workers’ power. It inspired and set off the South African veld
fire of strikes which culminated in the struggle for union
rights and the student struggles of 1976. By 1978 Namibia had
a fully-fledged union movement in tandem with South Africa.
The bourgeois nationalists in both South Africa and Namibia,
the Anti-Apartheid Movement and the Stalinists did not like
it.  Lacking  a  workers’  party,  the  workers’  movement  was
relatively easy prey to slander and liquidation both here and
in exile.

The ‘Marxist left’ which ought to have given clarity failed to
see the attacks against the working class as the deployment of
a toxic lumpen proletariat by a tribal petit-bourgeoisie to
subjugate the class and its struggles to the alliance of the
bourgeoisie and pre-capitalist tribal structures. They even
went  on  to  mistakenly  characterise  the  kangaroo  courts,
necklacing of workers, etc. as “self-rule” and “dictatorship
of the working class”. The most insidious, reactionary, and
horrific reaction against the rising working class could not
come from the race regime. It came from the tribal agents of
the bourgeoisie within oppressed communities.

This lumpen vice-like grip on working class communities is now
being  used  to  revive  the  caretaker  regime’s  grip  on  the
working class. It is not directed against organised crime:
drug  dealing,  etcetera.  It  is  directed  against  mostly
vulnerable impoverished refugees, as a smokescreen for lumpen
elements  to  loot  and  advance  petty  crime.  The  political
objective  is  far  more  sinister,  which  is  to  deliver  the
working class bound hand and foot to the capitalist exploiter
and international capital.

It is the obligation of the workers’ movement to correctly
define and characterise the present instigated attacks against
the working class under the smokescreen of xenophobia. Its
central objective is to disable working class organisation and
subjugate working-class communities. It is the same monstrous
legacy  of  the  1970s  and  1980s.  It  is  meant  to  lift  the



caretaker petit bourgeoisie out of its crisis. 

This politics is encompassed by the ongoing denial that the
determining  factor  in  the  independence  of  Namibia,  the
universal right to vote in South Africa (nothing more) and the
independence  of  Zimbabwe  were  the  mass  uprisings  of  the
working classes in Southern Africa since 1971. The scale of
disruption of Apartheid tyranny in Southern Africa by the
South African working class as the decisive factor of change
(albeit in caretaker states) is denied and absurdly assigned
to individuals to boot.

There  can  be  no  revolution  in  Southern  Africa  if  these
historical analyses are not concretised in the organisational
structures  of  the  working  class.  The  agencies  of  the
bourgeoisie shall be identified analytically. We shall know
and  recognise  the  operations  of  reaction  as  against  the
operations of working-class struggle for political power.

Hewat Beukes

7 September 2019

Out Now! Latest issue of Die
Werker, June 2019
 latest issue of Die Werker 

 In this issue:

The discrimination against the San continues unabated.

Organisation and program in place of hopelessness – Socialist
Revolutionary Workers Party launched in South Africa 
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Message from the WRP to the SRWP.

Birth of the United Seafarer’s Association.

The Committee of Parents petition the United Nations High
Commission  for  Refugees  for  accounting  on  the  atrocities
committed against Namibian refugees.

Where have all the trains gone? 

TSUMEB: The Endobo Hostel fraud.

Workers  Advice  Centre  pledges  to  join  SAFTU  in  the  giant
federation’s fight against the organised criminality of the
First National Bank.

TCL miners resume their struggle for their stolen pensions. 


