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The  Greatest  Danger  is
Sectarianism by Balazs Nagy
There were many valuable lessons to be learned from the last
Congress of the Workers Revolutionary Party (Britain) on 11-12
February 1995. Here, however, I take only one of them which,
in my opinion, has to be laid bare and analysed because of its
decisive importance for the whole International. As all the
participants of the congress witnessed, there is a tendency
which does not want or dare to define itself politically as
such, but on every occasion loudly expresses its ‘criticisms’.
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It would be wrong to consider that this is a problem only for
the WRP. On an international level it is impossible to remain
silent. As I said at the congress, we have to engage in an
international  process  of  clarification.  I  would  like  to
contribute to this clarification with the following remarks.

Introduction: On a certain political behaviour

Above all let us look at see three major facts of the congress
which, in their stark reality cannot be avoided and, still
less, denied. Therefore they must be fully understood.

The first one, well observed by everybody, is that certain
comrades,  particularly  cde.  Simon  Pirani  and  cde.  Janos
Borovi, fought for more than a year against the orientation
towards a new party outlined proposed by cde. Cliff Slaughter
and supported by the majority of the Executive Committee of
Workers International and of the WRP. All members know of and
have read the various documents written by these comrades
struggling against this proposed line.

The second fact is that now, surprisingly, all these comrades
suddenly agreed with the very same orientation presented to
the  congress.  (Simon  alone  presented  some  amendments
beforehand which were accepted by cde. Slaughter.) All the
others  voted  for  this  orientation  without  any  discussion,
without  any  effort  (or  claim)  to  present  their  arguments
against it. They just gave up! In his notes about the congress
(13  February  1995)  cde.  Slaughter  wrote  that  ‘…  Janos
polemicised  for  months  in  1994  against  what  he  [cde.
Slaughter]  wrote  on  the  significance  of  the  collapse  of
Stalinism and on the question of the new party … If Janos had
changed his mind, good. But why? What are the lessons to be
learned from this salutary exercise of changing one’s mind?
And having changed your mind why not fight to enthuse the
party and the new forces with the conclusion to which you have
fought your way, instead of complaining, as Janos did, that
“the discussion is too nice” and we must voice the criticisms



and weaknesses. This is not the way to build the International
but to destroy it.

Thirdly, as cde. Slaughter pointed out (above) instead of
defending their line at the Congress – a line which during the
year was opposed to the proposal – these comrades advanced all
kinds  of  criticisms  directed  against  the  international
‘leadership’ (forgetting that the main critic, cde. Borovi,
also belongs to this leadership) – criticisms which very often
did  not  have  the  slightest  relationship  to  the  principal
matter being discussed. In his notes, cde. Slaughter says that
Janos’s interventions ‘were directed largely to showing the
weaknesses,  faults,  “lack  of  centralisation”,  etc.  of  the
International’  and  characterising  such  an  attitude,  cde.
Slaughter added: ‘This is a farce, though not very amusing.’

The congress had to fulfil its task. It did so thanks to its
ability to avoid this diversionary trap. But it would be a
great error to think that we can go ahead tacitly agreeing to
this kind of political behaviour and its motivation. Without a
careful examination and clarification of what happened we are
in danger of breaking up the party in the very near future.

It goes without saying that we can all change our minds. It is
indeed a sign of personal development. So, for example, cde.
Borovi cannot be criticised because he abruptly fell into line
with  cde.  Slaughter  and  expressed  his  agreement  with  the
proposed transformation of tie party, however conditional that
agreement  may  be.  However,  such  a  conversion  requires  a
condition which is even more important. For we are a political
party – as Trotsky said the ‘vanguard of the vanguard’ – and
not a kind of discussion circle. One of the differences is
that the members of the latter can proclaim everything which
passes through their heads as being an eternal truth and so
can  be  ready  to  change  their  minds  afterwards  without
difficulty. In the party, however, we have to put forward our
ideas and comments seriously and with responsibility for the
whole. Precisely for this reason, we cannot get rid of them by



waging a magic wand when they cease to serve our purpose.
Mistaken thoughts and opinions must be overcome critically.

To overcome the erroneous or false ideas would have meant at
least  two  things.  First,  that  cde.  Borovi  should  have
expressed clearly exactly what his previous opinion was, as
opposed to that of the proposal. Second, that he should have
explained and analysed why he changed his previous ideas or
withdrew them, and how he arrived at the same conclusion as
the proposed resolution (which he had previously attacked).
This is the only possible method of seeing if there really is
a common understanding. Any other way – in particular that of
simply giving up the previous position without any mention –
indicates that there is only a temporary retreat motivated by
tactical considerations – but the essential suspicion, if not
opposition, remains so that it can be raised again on the
first possible occasion

In practice, after the Congress we could see that cde. Borovi
was still on the same ground (look at his suspicious attitude
towards the Bosnian trade-union delegation which determined
his  previous  opposition).  But  before  making  a  closer
examination of it, let us consider this real avalanche of
criticisms  developed  by  cde.  Borovi  and  others,  with  a
seriousness  equal  to  the  passion  with  which  they  were
presented.

In his notes comrade Slaughter rightly says, that all Janos’s
interventions  ‘were  directed  largely  to  showing  the
weaknesses,  faults,  lack  of  centralisation,  etc.  of  the
International. Why?’ And: ‘it is impossible to know what Janos
meant by his first sentences: “The discussion is too nice.
There are differences on the new party.” He did not say what
these differences are …’ Let me answer this question. Because,
after his quarrelsome statement, Janos deliberately abandoned
the  political  discussion,  dangerous  for  him  in  the  given
circumstances, choosing the ground of frivolous criticisms –
ground  which  is  always  easy,  requires  no  theoretical  or



political arguments, and on some occasions can play to the
gallery.

So he tried to change the whole discussion. It can be said
that he did not intend to replace an important discussion
involving the problems of the new party by one on the methods
of the international leadership. Yet, as everybody knows, in
politics we don’t discuss intentions. Anyway, this method in
itself, regardless of intentions, has nothing to do with the
working-class  movement.  It  was  always  typically  petty
bourgeois  behaviour.  Let  us  remind  ourselves  of  Trotsky’s
fight against petty bourgeois opposition in the American SWP
in 1939-40. At the end of this article I will return to these
problems. But even now, here, I must stress that ‘In Defence
of Marxism’ remains an invaluable text for understanding the
‘criticist’ tendency appearing now in our party life, as well
as its relative popularity, not only among those who have some
tendency towards petty bourgeois behaviour, but also among
those who approach the new tasks with all kinds of sectarian
apprehension and conservatism. ‘In Defence of Marxism’ is of
valuable assistance for us to better understand these tasks
themselves.

Concerning the method of discussion, cde. Borovi and also cde.
Pirani could study with great profit this warning of Trotsky:
comrades dissatisfied with the “regime” (of the party) have
had in my opinion a false political attitude. The regime must
be an instrument for correct policy and not for false. When
the  incorrectness  of  their  policy  becomes  clear  then  its
protagonists are often tempted to say that not this special
issue  is  decisive  but  the  general  regime.  During  the
development  of  the  Left  Opposition  and  the  Fourth
International we opposed such substitutions hundreds of times.
When Vereecken or Sneevliet or even Molinier were beaten on
all their points of difference, they declared that the genuine
trouble with the Fourth International is not this or that
decision but the bad regime.; (A letter to Sherman Stanley,



‘In Defence of Marxism’, London, New Park Publications, 1971,
p. 44).

This was exactly the way these comrades suddenly abandoned
their  defence  of  their  policy  opposed  to  the  new  party
orientation. A political line was irremediably lost, and they
replaced this line by an attack against the organisational
weaknesses and even ‘bureaucratisation’ of the international
leadership. How strikingly like all sectarians! And what a
dangerous  similarity  with  the  Shachtmanite  petty  bourgeois
opposition!

All of us witnessed at the congress this diversion of the
discussion by cde. Borovi. He picked some real or supposed
weaknesses of our work at this very difficult moment for the
International (bad methods, insufficient centralisation, but
also bureaucraticism, etc.) demonstrating not only his great
dismay in view of the horrific fact that – what a shame
comrades! – the International didn’t even elect a delegation
to the congress!! (When and how, cde. Borovi?) Fortunately the
congress didn’t follow him onto this unprincipled terrain. But
a group was formed more or less spontaneously on that basis.
Cde. Borovi appeared as its leader and led these comrades away
from politics towards an unprincipled criticism. Some of them
went even further than the leader himself. The members of this
heterogeneous group, thanks to Borovi, perhaps thought that
they were waging a real fight against – bureaucratism (!) by
raising personal observations. Unfortunately, this is not the
case. That is why a lengthy treatment of these problems is
necessary, and also in order to help them to make a real
clarification.

Does the grip of Stalinism over the working class still exist?

I didn’t openly participate in the discussion which lasted
more than one year on the proposal to form a new party. So
certain comrades thought, as l saw even at the congress, that
I agreed with cde. Borovi. While expressing my difference with



him, I should also explain my silence.

When  he  started  his  crusade  against  comrade  Slaughter’s
proposal,  I  was  surprised.  First  of  all  because  of  its
hostile, aggressive and pretentious tone. Instead of trying to
clarify the intentions of this proposal, to make its content
clearer, or to ask for explanations, to propose corrections,
etc. He immediately developed a wholesale attack on the entire
project  as  well  as  on  its  theoretical  and  political
foundations. So, his aim was not to make the subject clearer
for him and for others in order to measure its real content
and  meaning.  No,  he  was  at  once  resolutely  against  with
considerable, hostile opposition.

My surprise was even greater because, some years ago, when I
proposed to go forward in Hungary towards the preparation of a
workers’ party with all the activists around us, not only had
he expressed no objection, but he took part in the work to try
to bring this about. Yet between this attempt and the ‘new
party’ orientation in Britain there is no difference in kind.
And, knowing his limited preparation for such a battle, I was
amazed  at  his  great  confidence  in  his  position.  (This
confidence came a cropper in the light of cde. Slaughter’s
first answer to him – International Internal Bulletin, 26
March 1994.)

For all these reasons, not willing to give more importance to
the dispute, I was convinced that this ‘misunderstanding’ –
although a disturbing one – would be quickly resolved. I was
wrong. Then I had to go to Hungary for several months. When
cde. Borovi came there I told him that I totally disagreed
with his criticisms. In the meantime comrade Slaughter, cde.
Geoff  Pilling  and  others  replied  to  the  criticisms  and
answered the attacks delivered by cde. Pirani and more and
more – cde. Borovi. I do not intend to repeat these answers,
but will simply underline some aspects of them which are, in
my opinion, the most important ones because I observe that
these answers have had no effect on a certain mode of thinking



and acting – at least in cde. Borovi’s case. On the contrary,
these  comrades,  especially  cde.  Borovi  develop  their
criticisms, their false political arguments; they carry on
handing out lessons and advice to everybody.

Comrade  Slaughter’s  proposal  is  based  on  a  theoretical
analysis  of  the  situation  –  more  exactly,  on  the  new
conditions in the international class struggle. Many, comrades
sincerely think that there is a common understanding in the
party – a complete agreement, concerning our appreciation of
the objective situation. But is it true that we all agree on
the characterisation of the situation? The fight waged against
the proposals shows that there is an important disagreement
with a group of comrades precisely on the main theoretical
source of the proposal for the ‘new party’. That is why the
theoretical rearming of the party is the principal requirement
needed to carry out the tum now required.

In fact the dispute starts at the point of the different
estimations  and  significance  given  to  the  collapse  of
Stalinism. Cde. Borovi vigorously denied – and still does –
that  the  collapse  of  Stalinism  would  mean  its  end.  This
contention is not simply the expression of hesitation or fear
in the face of an unequivocal, definite conclusion which often
frightens  hesitant  people  lacking  self-confidence  in  their
observations  of  knowledge.  Yet  comrade  Slaughter  tried  to
explain the fundamental change in the situation as a result of
this  collapse,  its  concrete  meaning  in  relation  to  the
situation. To no avail. Cde. Borovi affirmed, in February 1994
that: ‘… the grip of Stalinism on the working class still
exists, under different form, with a modified content’. (J.
Borovi:  Some  reflections  on  ‘The  end  of  Stalinism’…)  And
today,  in  his  amendments  to  the  Constitutive  Points  of
Declaration  for  the  LIT-WI  Liaison  Committee,  in  February
1995, he proposes to delete from the characterisation of the
situation after the collapse of Stalinism, the formulation:
these are new and favourable conditions’ etc. by the following



neutral  one:  ‘…  .an  entirely  new,  unprecedented  and
contradictory situation. Leaving aside a purely linguistic or
semantic analysis of the vague and empty content of ‘entirely
new’, or ‘unprecedented’ – the words are there only in order
to ‘prove’ the author’s readiness to recognise a situation as
being effectively new – let us notice that they have no real
significance at all concerning the distinctive nature of that
situation, its definite character. If you affirm, on the one
hand, that Stalinism has collapsed and, on the other, that its
grip  ‘on  the  working  class  still  exists,  under  different
forms, with a modified content’ -– then the whole affirmation
says nothing; it is not worth mentioning. Still less, if you
don’t even analyse exactly what is meant by these abstract
formulations like ‘different form’ and ‘modified content’.

Cde.  Borovi  characterises  the  present  situation  as
‘contradictory’. But all situations are always and everywhere
‘contradictory’. So, believing that he is saying something
very dialectical’, he simply states the obvious. Apparently
cde. Borovi considers all contradictions to be dialectical
ones and also that contradiction in dialectics excludes the
definite character of things and developments. But clearly, in
reality, this is not the case. All developments, like that of
Stalinism, or more exactly of our investigation, its relation
to the historical crisis of the revolutionary leadership of
the  working  class,  being  always  contradictory,  go  through
moments  when  their  previous  characteristics  change
qualitatively.

These leaps in dialectical development do not at all mean that
all  the  features  of  the  previous  situation,  all  its
manifestations, facts and phenomena disappear without trace. A
great number of elements of the previous conditions continue
to exist and even to some degree influence the situation after
this qualitative change, its ‘disappearance’, the intensity of
which depends on the concrete circumstances of the change
itself.  It  is  well  known,  for  example,  that  after  the



qualitative change of feudal society into capitalist society,
the remnants of the former lived on for a long time with
greater  or  lesser  intensity.  This  fact  was  used  by  the
Stalinist representatives of ‘Marxism’ to characterise east-
European so-called ‘Prussian-type’ capitalism as if it were a
semi-feudal society: this in order to support ‘theoretically’
their orientation towards capitalist democracy in opposition
to socialism. (The famous ‘theory’ of ‘two stages’.)

The same kind of reasoning still governs today the way of
thinking of those who claim to be Trotskyists, but, in the
past,  considered  that  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  deformed
workers’  states  state-capitalist  countries  because  of  the
continued existence of the law of value, that of the wage-
earning system, etc. Instead of characterising this clearly as
a  transitional  society  and  not  a  capitalist  society,  a
hesitating  but  shameful  ‘state-capitalist’  author  would
perhaps  have  described  it  as  an  ‘entirely’  new,  and
‘unprecedented’  and  ‘contradictory’  society…

But let us go back to Stalinism. Borovi does not see the
recent change as a qualitative one – namely the historical end
of Stalinism. In opposition to this characterisation he puts
forward  a  view  from  which  he  expurgates  all  notions  of
qualitative change. In his picture of the world, Stalinism is
still alive in ‘different forms’. Pointing to France, to the
new parties in general, to China, to Vietnam, to Cuba etc.
there is for him only a quantitative change: Stalinism is now
weaker than before, its crisis is deeper.

Thus he does not seem to understand that its collapse is not
just a fall; a kind of defeat which could be reversed; a
break-up into bits that could not be put back together again.
The  reason  for  his  blindness  is  seemingly  his  limited
knowledge  of  the  real  nature  of  Stalinism.

He considers Stalinism as if it were an independent political
current which can be analysed in itself. It is true, he says,



that for this or that reason it now becomes weaker but, given
the  fact  that  here  or  there  it  retains  some  important
positions, we cannot speak of its end. That kind of reasoning,
consequently, presupposes also the independence of the Soviet
bureaucracy, the social basis of Stalinism.

However, Trotsky wrote in ‘Revolution Betrayed’ (for e.g. in
the chapter: ‘Social Reasons of Thermidor’) that already from
the beginning the bureaucracy was a ‘bourgeois organ of the
working class’. Later on, this ‘bourgeois organ’ emancipated
itself from the masses and became an ‘autonomous factor’ in
defence of its privileges. Its function was (is) to settle the
explosive contradictions of the transitional society according
to its own privileged interests which, naturally, led (leads)
towards the re-establishment of capitalism. By its bourgeois
nature, by its social function – not only by its counter-
revolutionary policy and methods – the Stalinist bureaucracy
is this ‘mechanism of transmission’ of the world bourgeoisie’s
pressure of which Trotsky speaks ‘In Defence of Marxism’. But
at the same time, and in opposition to bureaucracy – like the
reformist bureaucracy in the trade unions – the Stalinist
bureaucracy cannot be separated from the historical conquests
of the October Revolution. It was its parasitic nature which
gave  it  its  strength,  power  and  privileges  from  these
conquests. For this reason, i.e. in order to keep its power,
this bureaucracy defended, in its own way and with its own
methods, the gains of the October Revolution. But, like all
parasites – I repeat – at the same time it constituted the
mortal enemy of those gains.

Precisely this exclusive position enabled Stalinism to assume
its counter-revolutionary role inside the Soviet Union and the
deformed workers’ states, as well as on a world scale as the
major factor of the bourgeois order in the world-wide class
struggle.  On  several  occasions  Trotsky  explained  that  the
Communist (Stalinist) International and its parties took their
influence and prestige from the fact that the working class



considered them to be the genuine guardian, continuator and
successor of the October Revolution. This was the basis of
Stalinism’s  overwhelming  strength  in  the  international
working-class  movement,  strength  which  was  used  to  defend
bourgeois society.

Therefore it is impossible to understand and analyse Stalinism
in itself in this or that country, in its specific national
form, as if it could be independent from the world bourgeoisie
and  from  the  conquests  of  the  October  Revolution.  We  can
understand its nature, function and role only in its intimate
relationship to the world bourgeoisie and, on the other side,
in its parasitical relation to the October Revolution.

Once these objective conditions of Stalinism have radically
changed, as is now the case with the ex-workers’ states, or it
is separated from these specific relationships, Stalinism no
longer exists. Even less if you give it an independence, and
want to characterise it according to some superficial and
external appearances. It is precisely by using this method
that cde. Borovi arrives at the monstrous declaration that
‘Stalinism… is a bureaucratic degeneration of a new current of
the working class: the Bolshevism.…’!?!

Trotsky found it necessary to write a whole pamphlet against
such a perfidious assertion based on superficial formalism. In
1937  he  wrote  in  ‘Stalinism  against  Bolshevism’:  ‘…  in  a
formal sense Stalinism did issue from Bolshevism. Even today
the Moscow bureaucracy continues to call itself the Bolshevik
party. It is simply using the old label of Bolshevism the
better to fool the masses. So much the more pitiful are these
theoreticians  who  take  the  shell  for  the  kernel  and  the
appearance  for  the  reality’.  Thus,  characterising  cde.
Borovi’s method a long time ago, he went on: ‘The present
purge draws between Bolshevism and Stalinism not simply a
bloody line but a whole river of blood’, and (the annihilation
of Bolsheviks and youth) ‘…shows not only a political but a
thoroughly  physical  incompatibility  between  Bolshevism  and



Stalinism. How can this be ignored?’

How, cde. Borovi? By using a method which doesn’t enable one
to understand the class nature of Stalinism.

The collapse of this latter means a qualitative change: it
marks the end of this whole counter-revolutionary system. The
transformation of degenerated and deformed workers’ states –
even if capitalism has not yet succeeded – deprived Stalinism,
as the parasite on these states, of its fertile soil – even
more so because Stalinism was their foremost gravedigger.

The growing discontent and various movements of the masses
under conditions of increased bourgeois pressure, transmitted
and even managed by the bureaucracy, destroyed not only its
dictatorship  but  also,  in  the  absence  of  a  strong  Fourth
International, the workers’ nature of the Soviet Union – even
its existence as such – and of the great majority of these
states. In these circumstances the Stalinist bureaucracy could
no longer exist: this whole process also caused its explosion.
The  decisive  element  here  is  the  fate  of  the  soviet
bureaucracy because its direct relation to the gains of the
October Revolution, and therefore its prevailing place in the
international safety-device of the world bourgeoisie, were the
determining factor of Stalinism. By its explosion the whole of
international Stalinism was not only profoundly weakened or
shaken,  but  finished.  Even  in  the  countries  in  which  the
bureaucracy  still  has  complete  power,  it  cannot  be
characterised as Stalinist: its relationship to the gains of
the October Revolution or an extension of it has radically
changed, since it is no longer their defender but rather their
conscious enemy.

What is even more important: the collapse of Stalinism, its
end, means that the world bourgeoisie has lost the main pillar
of its order, one that nobody can rebuild. Here also is a
qualitative change – in this sense too we see the end of
Stalinism. No other, still existing bureaucracy in power –



even as mighty as the Chinese bureaucracy – can replace this
system.  Rather  all  of  them  are  the  remnants  of  Stalinism
(which  has  ended,  but  nobody  says  that  it  has  completely
disappeared!) – condemned in the more-or-less near future to
the same explosion which finished Stalinism generally. At the
international level they do not have any position, influence
or the possibility of making any impression on the working-
class movement, of establishing a grip over it. Speaking of
‘grip’, let us remind ourselves of cde. Borovi’s words: ‘… the
grip of Stalinism on the working class still exists’. But in
the light of our previous analysis the first thing we can say
is that Stalinism no longer has this grip and the second is
that in this or that country, if such a grip still exists, it
is  only  the  fragmentary  residue  of  a  recently  powerful
international ideology, policy and apparatus, a whole system
of control over the international working class – which has
now ended.

In  the  main,  the  question  is  to  know  on  what  ground  we
consider the separated and isolated states and parties. If we
consider them in themselves and/or judge them from external
appearances, we could certainly say that Stalinism is not
finished. With such a view one could also foresee a rebirth of
international  Stalinism  (after  all  China  has  nearly  1,000
million inhabitants). But only on the ground that Stalinism is
finished can we understand these states (parties) as remnants
of  a  historically  finished  system,  marching  towards  an
unavoidable explosion and transformation.

Thus  cde.  Borovi  doesn’t  see  a  qualitative  change  in  the
conditions of the crisis of revolutionary leadership of the
working class, which has been brought about by the end of
Stalinism. The immediate political consequence of this false
understanding is the strengthening of a wrong conception of
our  programme,  a  conception  which  is  already  in  itself
erroneous.  He  strongly  insists  that  ‘Bolshevism  against
Stalinism’  –  this  has  been  the  essence  of  the  Fourth



International.  Is  it  still  true  today?  Comrade  Slaughter
suggests an answer: ‘no. I do not agree with this. I think
there  is  an  urgent  necessity  to  launch  a  debate  on  this
question.’  And  later:  ‘…the  rebuilding  of  the  Fourth
International  proceeds  in  the  fight,  Bolshevism  against
dispersed, weakened Stalinism in deadly crisis.’ (J. Borovi in
his above-quoted text, emphasis in the original.) Does he want
to debate this question? Then let us proceed to debate.

The essence of the Fourth International was never constituted
by the antagonism between Bolshevism and Stalinism – sharp and
important  as  that  certainly  was.  The  Fourth  International
always defined itself in relation to the international class
struggle between world imperialism and the proletariat. Only
on  this  basis  and  in  this  framework  did  the  Fourth
International oppose and confront Stalinism, as it opposed and
confronted all other counter-revolutionary or petty bourgeois
comments and organisations – even if Stalinism was the most
important one of these organisations. It is enough to study
the Transitional Programme. Its very title eloquently states:
the tasks of the Fourth International in relation to the death
agony of capitalism. Although the fight against Stalinism and
Reformism is always present in the pages of this programme, it
never assumed such a central, quite exclusive place as cde.
Borovi  imagines.  There  is  only  one  chapter  on  the  Soviet
Union,  which  today  has  become  obsolete,  and  this  is
understandable. The main problems of humanity – even if it is
true that ‘the historical crisis of humanity is reduced to
that of the revolutionary leadership’ – is how to solve the
terrible alternative: socialism or barbarism. From this point
of view the crucial question of leadership is put forward as
the most essential basis of the class struggle, and not as in
itself an opposition between Bolshevism and Stalinism. To put
it another way: to solve the crisis of leadership we have to
develop Marxist policy and organisation for the emancipation
of the whole working class. As Trotsky pointed out in his
discussion  with  the  American  comrades  on  the  Transitional



Programme: ‘although it is ‘only’ an ‘action programme’ it is,
nevertheless,  a  scientific  one  ‘…  based  on  an  objective
analysis of the objective situation’.

There is no reference at all to Stalinism in the overwhelming
sense  that  cde.  Borovi  attributes  to  it.  The  Fourth
International  never  determined  its  fight  in  relation  to
Stalinism,  never  adapted  its  ‘essence’  (in  cde.  Borovi’s
words) to changes in that fight. Here we have another example
of an over-estimation of Stalinism, as if it were a mighty,
objective and independent force and not an appendage of the
world bourgeoisie grown out of an isolated, backward workers’
state.

While  on  the  one  hand  cde.  Borovi  establishes  a  direct
relationship between Bolshevism and Stalinism – this latter is
a degenerated Bolshevism – on the other hand he now dissolves
the essence of the whole Fourth International into a fight
against Stalinism. How could anyone understand this? Such a
totally  confused  picture  is  the  natural  result  of  his
metaphysical  and  formalist  method  of  thinking.

All  these  obscure,  uncertain  and  contradictory  (non-
dialectical!)  beliefs  and  solemn  but  entirely  untrue
proclamations  on  Stalinism  involve  very  dangerous,  direct,
political consequences. The first one is almost an obsession:
for if the essence of the Fourth International is the fight
against Stalinism, it must be vital for it to have this enemy,
albeit in its deadly crisis. This view overestimates Stalinism
and, by the way, underestimates the revolutionary readiness
and  capacity  of  the  proletariat.  The  second  immediate
political  result  is  carelessness,  a  blindness  towards  the
objective  situation,  which  includes  the  condition  of  the
international  class  struggle.  Effectively,  cde.  Borovi
embraces  both  consequences.  They  motivate  his  hostility
towards the ‘new party’ orientation as well as his general
tendency to sectarianism. Consequently, according to him – and
let me draw attention to his own formulations – the present-



day situation has the following characteristics:

(a). ‘… the reconstruction of the Fourth International still
remains the fight against Stalinism and in the framework of
what  remains  from  Stalinism’  [Let  me  say  that  this  ‘what
remains’  hardly  corresponds  to  a  ‘grip’  over  the  working
class! _ B.N.]

(b) Then (criticising cde. Slaughter’s analysis on the new
forces of the working class) he says: “… the problem is that
actually I do not see such a real movement for a new workers’
party’. Later, he repeats this: ‘Where are these workers who
“see their struggles not as a thing in itself but as a moment
of the socialist revolution?” (J. Borovi: Once more on the
“new party” – emphasis in the original.)

And so, we have come full circle…

Dialectical development against Sectarian paralysis

The end of Stalinism deprived the world bourgeoisie of its
principal  support.  The  whole  counter-revolutionary  edifice,
based on the international class collaboration provided by
Stalinism, has now collapsed. This happened despite the great
efforts of the bourgeoisie, as was seen by its attempts to
help  preserve  Gorbachev’s  regime  and  Yugoslavian  ‘unity’.
Later, it openly claimed to stand for a new world order –
which could not be anything else but a move towards chaos and
barbarism – revealing that their attempt to restore Stalinism,
or to replace it, is unsuccessful.

But if you affirm that Stalinism still has its grip over the
working class; or even if it is simply in a ‘deadly’ or
‘unprecedented  crisis’,  the  meaning  of  this  whole  change
completely escapes one’s notice. For it prevents anybody from
grasping that the collapse of Stalinism aggravates the crisis
of the world bourgeoisie and stops one from understanding the
character and depth of this crisis. Yet the increasing crisis
of imperialism, and its present aggravation has not only an



economic character flowing from its economic contradictions.
Those who don’t see the end of Stalinism cannot grasp that
now, having lost its main pillar, the social and political
crisis of world imperialism is greatly aggravated. It has
become a deeper and more generalised political crisis. The
content of this deepening is that in the worldwide relation of
class  forces  a  shift  has  taken  place  in  favour  of  the
international proletariat. This objectively positive character
of the change remains completely hidden and unknown to those
who ignore its qualitative nature.

Unfortunately cde. Borovi cannot see this aggravated crisis of
imperialism because he denies that Stalinism is dead. So he
refuses to acknowledge this positive shift in international
class relationships in favour of the working class. This is
why he is so sceptical about the ‘new forces’ of workers and
youth whose appearance is understood by comrade Slaughter. It
is  this  deep  scepticism  that  is  behind  cde.  Borovi’s
underestimation of the revolutionary spontaneity and capacity
of the working class and, at the same time, leads him to
overestimate the bureaucracy’s strength. This scepticism leads
also to a distortion of the real relationship between the
classes.

Of  course  this  objective  change,  this  favourable  shift,
doesn’t  exclude  the  fact  that  at  the  same  time  enormous
difficulties  remain  or  even  arise  in  the  subjective
conditions,  precisely  because  international  class
consciousness lags behind the situation. This is the great
contradiction of today’s class struggle. We have seen how cde.
Borovi  likes  to  invoke  the  present  situation  as  a
‘contradictory’  one,  opposing  this  empty  formulation  to  a
concrete  characterisation.  But  after  having  uttered  his
pompous  words,  he  is  not  really  interested  in  positively
identifying  the  genuinely  opposed  elements  in  such  a
contradiction. At the very most, he simply mentions, in a
banal way, some ‘opposites’ whose gradual evolution are not



(and cannot be a new product of a dialectical development of
the dynamic of reality but remain only the simple regular
succession  of  already-existing  ‘factors’.  Thus  the  living
contradictions of reality are turned into repeated banalities.
Or,  to  put  it  another  way:  the  crisis  of  imperialism  is
‘deeper’; Stalinism is in a ‘deadly’ crisis, the situation is
‘contradictory’ because of Stalinism’s grip over the working
class. But it is not even clear what are the contradictions in
cde.  Borovi’s  ‘contradictory  situation’  other  than  some
sterile, contrasting facts.

So,  instead  of  understanding  that  we  should  turn  openly
towards  the  working  class,  cde.  Borovi  insists  upon  the
dangers of such a turn as if we were in a square bristling
with bayonets, surrounded by massive hostile forces. In place
of new forces’ he suspiciously detects only inappropriate,
adverse or even alien elements. ‘Where are these new forces?’
– this is his repeated question. Thus he came close to seeing
an adversary in the trade union delegation from Tuzla – whose
tour in France and Britain proved a considerable success, and
has made a contribution to strengthening the international
solidarity of the working class. But for a while cde. Borovi
was  paralysed  by  the  fact  that  members  of  this  Tuzla
delegation  declared  themselves  in  favour  of  the  ‘market
economy’.

But in the countries recently liberated from the domination of
the Stalinist bureaucracy everybody is more or less for the
‘market economy’. In the consciousness of workers, peasants
and intellectuals the state ownership and the planned economy
became  identical  to  hateful  Stalinism,  while  the  ‘market
economy’ means for them everything which the working class
obtained in the most advanced countries – known as the gains
of the ‘welfare state’: high wages (in comparison to those in
Eastern countries), social gains, democratic rights. Only on
the basis of painful experiences do the masses in the ex-
Soviet Union and Easter Europe now begin to recognise the real



content of the market economy. Even so, many people still
think that in their countries a kind of ‘savage capitalism’ is
developing and they reject this in favour of a really good’
one. In my polemic against Garmendia’s position, two years
ago, I tried to explain this contradiction – one expression of
the low level of class consciousness due to past Stalinist
domination – but obviously cde. Borovi didn’t understand any
of this and in his pragmatic everyday work in Hungary he tried
to  adapt  his  sectarian  view  to  reality.  But  how  can  we
convince these people except by working in close contact with
them engaged in a common fight on a principled basis? How to
separate  them  from  bourgeois  ideas  and  policies?  …Exactly
how?. … There is no answer from the Sectarians.

This sectarian behaviour is unable to define any alternative
to the ‘new party’ orientation. In actual fact, those who
cannot see the favourable situation created by the death of
Stalinism, and so also do not see the ‘new forces’ appearing
in this situation, are condemned to paralysis, to conservative
behaviour. They cannot oppose any other line to that of the
‘new party’ orientation. The sectarians, like cde. Borovi and
cde. Pirani, even if they are speaking of an ‘entirely new’
situation  of  a  deeper  crisis  of  Stalinism,  are  totally
powerless in drawing any adequate conclusion from their own
analysis  of  the  situation.  cde.  Borovi  already  clearly
formulated  this  dead-end  in  his  first  paper:  ‘We  have  to
change, we are in the process to change. The discussion is not
on that. But how and what to change? In my opinion these
changes go today through the type of fight we have with the
convoy and not by a proposal for a vague “new party”

Is there any need to comment? Let me here make only one point,
to  which  I  shall  return.  Stripped  of  any  alternative
orientation,  the  Sectarians  are  reduced  to  paralysis  and
negative criticisms.

The  metaphysical  way  of  thinking  which  sustains  this
sectarianism  distorts  our  strategic  line:  that  the



reconstruction of the Fourth International proceeds through
that of the working-class movement and that the latter is
possible  only  through  the  reconstruction  of  the  Fourth
International. Here we have a dialectical relationship between
the working-class movement and its Marxist vanguard as well as
of  their  inter-dependent  development.  The  ‘new  party’
orientation in Britain, as I understand it, is an attempt to
apply  our  strategy  concretely  in  this  country  by  a
dialectically unified – i.e contradictory – answer to the
present stage of development and that of our party. It is
possible to launch and achieve the new party precisely because
of the present favourable conditions brought about by the end
of Stalinism. The ‘new party’ line corresponds precisely to
this  new  situation  aiming  as  it  does  to  raise  the
consciousness of the working class concretely at a higher, a
political level, so that the contradiction can be overcome,
resolved  at  a  higher  level.  (In  Hegel’s  expression:
‘aufhebung’.)

But for a sectarian it is enough to repeat from time to time
our strategic line which, in this manner, becomes an empty
formulation. Thus cde. Borovi doesn’t establish any bridge
between this general truth as a method and a goal, on the one
hand, and the present-day situation, on the other. It seems
that for him this reconstruction is not a dialectical process
going  through  various  stages  but  only  a  kind  of  sudden
transformation, a single act. Or at least if a process were
involved it would be valid for the workers’ movement but not
for the party. Even in this case we are asked by cde. Borovi
to wait for a time when the workers themselves will ask us
massively to create a new workers’ party. Please don’t do
anything before the rank and file ask you to, is his erudite
warning.

It is quite embarrassing to recall that not such a long time
ago – for example at the time of the second congress of
Workers International – cde Borovi was ready to consider a



‘new party’ in Britain. Now, it’s got to be one thing or the
other: either he doesn’t take it seriously, or he thinks of it
as if it only involves a change of name. Perhaps for him the
party,  as  the  highest  expression  of  working-class
consciousness is already in existence; it needs only a gradual
increase in its numbers, in its capacity and its influence,
changing its name accordingly. Obviously he never understood
it as a fusion of the vanguard of the class with the ‘vanguard
of  the  vanguard’.  These  two  ‘vanguards’  –  assuming  they
actually have a place on the sectarians’ map – must have their
separate lives until the point is reached where members of the
‘less developed one’ reach the level of the ‘more developed’,
as a natural product of the equally natural expansion of the
latter. This over-simplified, schematic and mechanical view,
one that so often goes hand-in-hand with sectarianism, simply
neglects … life. Theoretically, it separates the development
of the workers’ movement from that of the party – in our main
orientation both are bound together in unity – by conceding
that the first may be a dialectical one but the second has to
pass through only a gradual evolution.

Let us suppose, however, that cde. Borovi is against the ‘new
party’  orientation  because,  as  he  occasionally  says,  the
conditions are not yet ripe for it. Yet he never examines
these  conditions  seriously,  neither  the  problems  of  the
objective development of the class struggle, nor those of the
unions,  parties  and  the  mass  movements.  Instead  of  such
analysis which would at least show a certain seriousness, he
launches the question: ‘where are these new forces who want
such  a  new  party?’  This  theatrical  question  put  forward
evidently  as  a  serious  argument  against  such  a  fantastic
proposal as a new party, lacking any support of the ‘rank and
file’! … but cde. Borovi has no chance: he finds himself
against the opinion of Trotsky, who already had to answer
precisely  the  same  question  in  relation  to  his  proposal
concerning a Labour Party in the USA in 1938. In a second
discussion on this matter with several leaders of American SWP



(31st May 1938), Trotsky replied to some comrades who said
that there was no proof for any wide backing for such a Labour
Party.

‘I cannot judge whether sentiment for a labor party exists or
not because I have no personal observations or impressions;
but I do not find it decisive as to what degree the leaders of
the trade unions or the rank and file are ready or inclined to
build a political party… We can measure the mood by action
only if the slogan is put on the agenda. But what we can say
is  that  the  objective  situation  is  absolutely  decisive.’
(Trotsky,  The  Transitional  Programme  for  the  Socialist
Revolution Pathfinder, New York, 1975, p. 163.

And a little later:

‘I  say  here  what  I  said  about  the  whole  programme  of
transitional  demands.  The  problem  is  not  the  mood  of  the
masses but the objective situation, and our job is to confront
the backward material of the masses with the tasks that are
determined by objective facts and not by psychology. The same
is absolutely correct for this specific question on the labor
party.  If  the  class  struggle  is  not  crushed,  replaced  by
demoralisation, then the movement must find a new channel, and
this channel is political. That is the fundamental argument in
favor of this slogan.

‘We claim to have Marxism or scientific socialism. What does
“scientific socialism” signify in reality? It signifies that
the party which represents this social science departs, as
every  science,  not  from  subjective  wishes,  tendencies,  or
moods but from objective facts, from the material situation of
the  different  classes  and  with  demands  adequate  to  the
objective situation, and only after this can we adapt these
demands and slogans to the given mentality of the masses. But
to begin with this mentality as the fundamental fact would
signify not a scientific but a conjunctural, demagogic, or
adventuristic policy.’ (ibid, pp. 163-64).



Comment would be superfluous.

Let  us  note  only  that  here  too,  as  in  the  question  of
Stalinism, cde. Borovi starts from everyday facts in their
vulgar  immediacy.  I  shall  return  later  to  this  dull
pragmatism. But now we have to summarise briefly, the main
elements of those objective conditions which determine the
orientation towards a ‘new party’.

It is usually taken for granted today that world imperialism
and specifically its British section is in a deep crisis which
even in the recent period of so-called economic growth or
recovery not only remains unable to overcome its fundamental
crisis and resolve the great evils flowing from it, but this
alleged recovery itself became the generator of this self-same
crisis. This means that instead of a general boom, we will
have to face (in the more or less near future) an aggravation
of  the  crisis,  an  exacerbation  of  economic  and  social
contradictions. The spread of barbarism in the form of the
savage war of extermination in ex-Yugoslavia, or in Chechnya,
in Rwanda and Burundi, etc., the spread of fascism everywhere,
or the bourgeoisie’s permanent inability to unify Europe where
almost each step made by it for this purpose transforms itself
into  that  of  its  disintegration,  indicates  clearly  this
universal trend. In these conditions, as Trotsky said, the
trade unions ‘… on the basis of declining capitalism (already
in  1938  in  the  USA!)  …  are  constrained  to  turn  towards
political action’

Today even more, when Stalinism is dead, its British party too
is decimated. This aggravates the general crisis, for the
workers’ movement cannot be domesticated as before by this
counter-revolutionary  force.  Besides,  the  Labour  Party
bureaucracy,  adapting  itself  more  and  more  to  the  ruling
class, tries to free itself from all its ‘constraints’ which –
even  formally  –  link  it  to  the  working  class,  and  to
socialism. The Soviet bureaucracy and its peers ‘liberated’
themselves from the ‘constraints’ of the workers’ state. By



doing so, they have lost their Stalinist ‘soul’. The Labour
bureaucracy risks the same fate: the final cutting of the
last, weak and slender thread which links it to the working
class.

Here we have to examine the discussion on the famous ‘Clause
Four’ which is developing in Britain and in the pages of
Workers Press. Its importance lies less in the discussion
itself  but  more  in  the  broader  perspective  of  the  class
struggle, the above-mentioned move of the parties and unions,
the gathering together of the working class. Concerning this
problem too, cde. Slaughter tried to explain in Workers Press,
what is at stake in the Labour leaders’ aim of removing Clause
Four for nationalisation from the party programme. In the
discussion on these explanations and on the party’s move for
the defence of Clause Four we can observe a whole range of
views and conceptions: from sincere worry of some comrades and
workers, as for example cde. Nick Brown, about a possible
slide towards the Labour bureaucracy, to nonsensical sectarian
rantings. What a pity that comrades Pirani and Borovi didn’t
give  their  verdict  on  this  important  question  by  a
comprehensive  explanation!

Be that as it may, the sectarians don’t understand the meaning
of nationalisation, its relation to the class struggle. Or if
they  do  understand  it  intellectually,  in  practice  they
deliberately  position  themselves  outside  of  it  as  ‘fine’
observers in their splendid isolation. But the workers cannot
isolate themselves from the class struggle: they have to take
part for or against nationalisation, ie. for or against the
suppression  of  Clause  Four.  Certainly  our  nationalisation
programme is completely different from that of the Labour
Party and all other bureaucracies. We reject the payment of
any compensation and buying back. What is much more important,
our nationalisation will be, must be, carried out, not by the
state apparatus, but by the workers themselves in and through
their  mobilisation,  through  their  committees  or  councils!



Nevertheless, all nationalisations weaken the bourgeois class,
or at least are the expression of its weakness. Even if the
ruling class recovers it by its own state which nationalises,
the class enemy accedes to partial nationalisations only in
order to save what it considers to be essential: state power:
So nationalisation is above all a class question, however its
is carried out. The high compensation paid for eventually
unprofitable branches of enterprises do not change the class
character of nationalisation. Such compensation only makes it
easier for the bourgeoisie to accept this temporary retreat in
exchange for a greater loss. In Workers Press (1 April) Terry
Brotherstone put this question in an even finer context. He
explained  how  Clause  Four  was  the  result  of  a  compromise
between the working class and its reformist leaders, who acted
on behalf of the ruling class.

If  nationalisation  is  not  a  class  question  how  can  we
understand Thatcher’s privatisation programme and the whole
liberal wave in her tracks all over the world? It is so
profoundly a class question that it stands higher than the
limits  of  a  single  party.  Opposing  the  defence  of  the
nationalisation programme, the sectarians reveal themselves as
neutral observers in the fight against it, if they reject the
extension of this struggle.

Of course, they reply, everybody should wage a battle against
privatisation, but, they continue, nobody should be allowed to
confuse our party with that of the Labour bureaucracy. Yet
without  in  any  way  making  such  a  confusion,  if  some
bureaucrats are ready to defend nationalisation, why on earth
should  we  not  fight  alongside  even  them?  Only  obstinate
sectarians can reject such a fight.

Some comrades, like cde. Nick Brown, are honestly perturbed
that  a  struggle  in  defence  of  Clause  Four  could  raise
illusions  about  the  bureaucracy’s  or  the  Labour  Party’s
capacity  for  genuine  socialist,  working-class  policies.
Raising  this  problem,  Nick  is  absolutely  right:  such  an



opportunist danger exists (coming precisely from sectarians
who, at the first sign of self-adapting bureaucrats, surrender
in front of them and declare that a victory has been won.) But
a timorous opinion based on illusions puts a brake in practice
on the fight for the new party – even unwillingly – which
objectively  helps  the  sectarians,  independently  of  the
enormous gap between them and every disturbed party member. On
the other hand, far from creating illusions, defence of Clause
Four helps to disillusion all those workers who have such
illusions. We do know that nobody can prevent the Labour Party
from having a more and more bourgeois policy. But the great
mass of workers inside and outside the Labour party are not
yet convinced of this. Our task is not to get lost in vain and
futile quarrels with them on this problem, but to undertake a
common  fight  and  go  together  in  order  to  help  them  to
emancipate  themselves  from  the  treacherous  Labour
bureaucracy’s leadership. They will be convinced only in that
way.

Here we get back to the new party. Not only are the moves in
both these cases exactly the same, but the themes, the content
are organisationally linked, they complement one another. We
propose to all disillusioned workers and Labour Party members,
even ‘bureaucrats’! to form a new party which achieves the aim
that cannot be imposed on the Labour leadership.

As  a  whole,  our  commitment  to  a  new  party  is  a  general
orientation. It is an axis. The fight waged around it and for
it arranges all our interventions in the class struggle. It
links  one  to  the  other:  the  struggle  towards  and  in  the
unions, towards (eventually in) the Labour Party, towards the
ex-Communist Party members, etc. as well as unmasking the
centrist leaderships by winning their honest members. This
tactic is at the same time our overall strategy in Britain –
perhaps also elsewhere – over the coming months or years for
reconstructing the Fourth International.

The most important, decisive problem concerning the new party



is, without doubt, its programme (an action programme for us,
the  programme  of  this  new  party)  and  its  international
character. For this reason the most urgent and considerable
task seems to me to be the working out of such an action
programme incorporating the experiences and lessons as well as
the aims of all struggles waged in a more or less separated
way (against pit closures, WAB, against racism and fascism, in
defence of various pensions and rights etc. etc.) ending up
with the workers’ government, the natural purpose of the new
party. An overall discussion must follow with all those who
will join with us, in the new party. And it seems to me
consistent with such a programme that the new party belongs to
the  Workers  International  which  is  itself  a  stage  in  the
movement  towards  the  reconstruction  of  the  Fourth
International. It is true that all these tremendous moves
based on the crisis of imperialism and the end of Stalinism
disorientate and confuse the working class. But at the same
time, and this is much more important, they force it to free
itself from the treacherous bureaucracy’s leadership – and
oblige us to take this leadership.

A gigantic world-wide re-grouping of the working class is
taking place under generally favourable conditions. Despite
the great delay and dangers resulting from its unadapted,
delayed consciousness, the decisive side in this contradiction
is  the  first  one!  We  have  to  base  our  policy  on  this
situation, taking our inspiration from (and on the basis of)
this colossal move for the conquest of leadership of this
proletariat. In these historically decisive circumstances the
principal  danger  is  the  conservative,  narrow-minded
sectarianism which, willingly or unwillingly, under the cover
of defending sterile ‘principles’, tries to isolate us from
this movement, or at least condemns us to drag behind it. If
we  measure  accurately  today’s  objective  and  subjective
conditions, we cannot escape from the duty of drawing adequate
conclusions from it, to bring an overall answer to it. The
turn towards a new party in Britain is a correct answer that



corresponds to that situation.

But the sectarians have no answer. They put forward only their
pointless  and  pretentious,  stupid  and  negative  criticisms.
Thus cde. Borovi who – together with cde. Pirani – doesn’t
even  know  what  Stalinism  is,  as  we  have  seen  on  several
occasions, including his reaction to the Liaison Committee’s
document. Nor is cde. Borovi familiar with our history. It
seems he is writing a great deal, without: reading anything.
So he doesn’t seem either to study Lenin’s arguments against
sectarians in Left Wing Communism or at the Second Congress of
the Comintern. Trotsky’s explanations against the sectarians
of the entry tactic in the 1930s are equally unknown to him,
as well as the whole discussion on the Labour Party for the
USA in 1938. How could we reach any other conclusion after
reading  his  astonishing  howlers  against  cde.  Slaughters
explanations?  Cde.  Borovi  and  cde.  Pirani  want  to  teach
everybody, without learning anything. Strange ambitions!

For a class policy against ultimatism, dim ‘workerism’ and
empty boastfulness

I  have  already  quoted  above  cde.  Borovi’s  odd  proposal:
instead  of  preparing  a  new  party,  it  would  be  better  to
organise convoys for Bosnia. This only alternative opposed to
the ‘new party orientation is in itself lamentable. In the
first  place  these  are  complementary  and  not  opposed
activities.  Second,  and  mainly  because  our  international
campaign  is  opposed  here  to  a  general,  party-building
orientation  which  includes  and  politically  centralises  all
campaigns. This doesn’t perturb cde. Borovi who uses the WAB
campaign – reduced here to its final organisational form, the
convoy  –  as  a  means  of  dissolving  the  highest  political
expression of the development of class struggle. But if we are
at this point, we must also speak of the convoys. This is of
the  utmost  importance,  because  it  throws  a  light  on  an
important feature of the sectarian’s political action.



In accordance with his attacks on the new party orientation,
last summer cde. Borovi proposed an important resolution to
the International Secretariat concerning our Bosnian campaign.
Its importance was underlined by cde. Borovi himself who did
not hesitate to qualify it as a new stage in our campaign. So,
it had to be taken seriously and discussed thoroughly also by
the IEC. If cde. Borovi really thought that the rules of
democratic  centralist  functioning  of  leadership  must  be
observed  –  as  he  proclaims  on  every  occasion  against  the
leadership (of which he is a member!) – he would have asked
for a wide-ranging discussion. Instead of such a democratic
manner – to which in other respects he is always vehemently
referring  against  cde.  Dot  Gibson  –  he  put  forward  his
proposal,  surprising  the  Secretariat,  who  voted  for  this
apparently  very  ‘worker-oriented’,  ‘workers’  democracy’
resolution. It was this hasty, thoughtless hurry, concerning
such an important matter, that I immediately criticised. Then
cde. Borovi urged the IS to transform this resolution into
reality. But some comrades of the IEC were against it. I
myself found it quite absurd. Cde. Bob Myers, principally
responsible for the whole Bosnian campaign, was against it,
characterising cde. Borovi’s resolution as a sectarian one.
How to neglect his opinion? In this case cde. Borovi was not
so anxious about the ‘democratic functioning’ of leadership.
Why this excitation and hurry to implement this so-called ‘new
stage’ . . . . when several members of the IEC, including the
comrade mainly responsible of the campaign, were against it?

Before answering this interesting question let us examine the
resolution itself. It maintained, in substance, that given the
great importance of the black market we cannot have confidence
that the union bureaucrats will avoid it, assuming that they
are not directly involved in it. Therefore the distribution of
goods delivered by Workers Aid must be put under workers’
control. So the principal task, from today onwards would be
the organisation of workers’ control in Tuzla in a straight
line  by  the  Workers  Aid  convoy.  Thus  the  latter’s  whole



activity  would  reach  a  ‘new  stage’  by  the  immediate
organisation  of  the  Tuzla  workers.

At first sight this idea is a very confused one. Obviously
cde. Borovi doesn’t understand what Marxists call workers’
control. It seems that he has never understood that at a
certain (high) level of mass mobilisation the working class
tends to organise, and effectively settle its control over
production and distribution by its own elected organs that
spring up in and during the very same mobilisation. The belief
that anyone could replace this class mobilisation and its
instruments  by  some  individuals  reveals  not  only  a  silly
aberration but also a very dangerous view. On what class-
political basis should we select these individuals, separated
in this context from the class struggle, without even knowing
their language? Must those who shout the loudest be co-opted?
If not, who else? Here we see a serious perversion of the very
idea of workers’ control, and the great risk that it will be
discredited in the eyes of the working class. By the same act,
intervening in the day-to-day fight from the outside, we would
have substituted ourselves for the Bosnian revolutionaries.

More important is that an appeal for such ‘workers’ control’
and its organisation would have meant that the convoys, indeed
the whole WAB campaign impose stringent conditions on their
international solidarity Cde. Borovi’s proposal implied that
we are only too ready to help you, Tuzla workers, provided
that you break away from your leaders (the bureaucrats!) and
create, with us, your ‘workers’ control’. This is an ultimatum
to  the  workers  of  Tuzla,  linking  elementary  workers’
solidarity to an important condition: they must change their
leaders! How shameful! Cde. Borovi doesn’t understand that we
don’t  place  conditions  on  our  solidarity  and  help  for
oppressed  peoples  led  even  by  petty-bourgeois  leaders  or
governments. He should read the whole Marxist literature on
this subject. Here for example is what Trotsky wrote on the
conflict between Ethiopia and Italy, (17th July 1935):



‘Far  too  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  Italo-Ethiopian
conflict by our sections, especially by the French section.
This question is highly important, first for its own sake, and
second from the standpoint of the tum by the Comintern. Of
course, we are for the defeat of Italy and the victory of
Ethiopia, and therefore we must do everything possible to
hinder by all available means support to Italian imperialism
by the other imperialist powers, and at the same facilitate
the delivery of armaments, etc. to Ethiopia as best we can.

‘However, we want to stress the point that this fight is
directed not against fascism, but against imperialism. When
war is involved, for us it is not a question of who is
“better,” the Negus or Mussolini; it is a question of the
relationship of classes and the fight of an underdeveloped
nation for independence against imperialism’ (L. D. Trotsky,
The  Italo-Ethiopian  Conflict’  Writings,  1935-36,  New  York,
Pathfinder, p.41.)

Trotsky  wanted  to  send  weapons  even  to  the  Negus  without
calling  the  soldiers  to  organise  a  so-called  ‘soldiers’
committee’! I think Trotsky was right against cde. Borovi’s
ultimatism, so I follow Trotsky and criticise cde. Borovi.
Look  at  Trotsky’s  articles  in  which  he  unconditionally
defended Mexico in 1938, including its ‘courageous president’
Cardenas who nationalised the oil industry against British
imperialism. Trotsky did so without putting conditions on the
way and methods of this nationalisation. (These articles are
highlighted today by the odious blackmail of the American
bourgeoisie  offering  its  financial  ‘support’  to  Mexico  on
condition that the oil industry be leased back to it. Cde.
Borovi’s  comparison  to  the  approach  of  the  Bolsheviks  to
Kerensky at the time of Kornilov’s attack is of no relevance
whatsoever, as his own long quotation from Trotsky’s work
proves. (J. Borovi’s letter to IS, 29 January 1995.) It only
puts cde. Borovi in a ridiculous position.

On the other hand, in his hurry cde. Borovi didn’t see that we



are part of this campaign. A decisive one, but only a part of
it, in which we organise together with various organisations
and  individuals.  Among  them  we  find  many  unions  which
participate with their leaders (awful bureaucrats, according
to cde. Borovi), We cannot impose on them this so- called ‘new
stage’  of  the  campaign,  that  so  exercises  cde.  Borovi’s
brains. Here too we have to deal with the same ultimatism
which we observe in relation to the Tuzla workers. Yet, given
their common basis, ultimatism is a consistent expression of
sectarianism in action. Both have a view and behaviour which
ignores all mediations between the starting point and the
final one – as we have seen in the ‘new party’ question. They
know only the straight line and the colours black and white,
thus excluding all dialectical intermediary situations as well
as  the  colour  grey.  They  are  both  equally  nurtured  by  a
harmful political impatience towards classes and individuals

But  above  all,  this  would-be  ‘new  stage’  resolution  was
intended, even unwillingly, to change the political line of
the Workers Aid to Bosnia campaign. According to provide the
necessary  material  help,  we  wanted  to  restore  workers’
international solidarity as one of the principal elements of
class consciousness almost entirely destroyed mainly by the
Stalinist but also the Reformist leaderships. We undertook
this  common  international  action  which  links  workers  of
capitalist countries to those who, cut off from them in the
past, are emerging from long Stalinist domination, thus re-
establishing a real internationalism, for so long stifled by
Stalinism.  We  decided  to  reconstruct  this  international
workers’ solidarity as political and moral support for the
Tuzla workers to defend their country – and all ex-Yugoslav
peoples – against the Stalino-nationalist and fascist Serbian
forces and their imperialist UN-NATO masters. We wanted to
call the international working class to rise up as a class
against world imperialism and fascism as the only real help
and  solution  for  Bosnia,  the  whole  ex-Yugoslavia  and  the
Balkans.



We worked patiently for this goal and we had some important,
although  very  uneven  and  partial  successes:  among  Bosnian
workers, international youth, workers, intellectuals and also
some unions. At the time of the visit of a union delegation
from Tuzla in France and Britain we were able to mobilise
important sectors of workers and their unions. Finally, we are
preparing for July a considerable international working-class
convoy in which the unions are directly involved, even its
preparation is taken in hand by them. This is something we
could not say two years, or even six months ago.

This  extraordinary  political  development  was  directly
threatened  by  cde.  Borovi’s  ‘new  stage’  torpedo.  His
resolution would have changed the axis of the campaign: from
the  construction  of  international  class  solidarity  into  a
local organisational fight. He cannot say that this so-called
‘workers’  control’  would  have  been  only  a  complementary
action. Cde. Borovi insisted upon the high significance of his
proposal. In fact it was intended to replace our campaign. Its
achievement would have certainly prevented the organisation of
a trip by any union delegation from Tuzla! Such an adventure
would have opposed some Tuzla workers to their union leaders
not on the most important political basis but on a secondary,
humanitarian aid one. It would have opposed also the union
leaders (bureaucrats.!) in all countries (nevertheless called
on for help by cde. Borovi – among others) to this ‘workers’
control’  which  would  have  stood  up  against  their  fellow-
‘bureaucrats’  in  Tuzla.  In  these  conditions  how  could  we
address allworkers – including their elected leaders!” – and
try  to  reconstruct  international  workers’  solidarity??
Clearly, this resolution threatened to break the united front
opposed to fascism and imperialism. It’s enough to put these
two orientations side by side to reject cde. Borovi’s line.

That was how the IEC reacted – by withdrawing it. Its first
decision at the 26-27 November 1994 meeting was: ‘The main
line  of  the  Workers  Aid  for  Bosnia  report  was  agreed



unanimously. This supersedes the International Secretariat’s
resolution, “For a New Stage in the Fight of Workers Aid for
Bosnia”’. This was the end of cde. Borovi’s resolution. But
not the end of its history …

Let  me  add  some  remarks  on  an  important  feature  of  cde.
Borovi’s ultimatist line in close relation to his opposition
to the ‘new party’ orientation. This is his insistence on the
necessity of addressing ‘real’ workers, the ‘rank-and- file’,
on  the  antagonism  between  ‘ordinary  workers’  and  their
leaders, between organised workers and the supposed ‘true’,
‘immaculate’ ones. Reading this is like reading Gorter, leader
of international sectarianism during the early years of the
Third International. I recommend Cde. Borovi and cde. Pirani
read him – and also Lenin’s Left Wing Communism…’ Because the
sectarians  were  always  particularly  attracted  by  ‘true’
workers  against  frightful  bureaucrats  or  petty-bourgeois
intellectuals. They are fascinated by ‘true’ workers, the best
elements for them being those who in their majority are not
yet contaminated by an organisation. If they deign to look for
the organised ones, they fall into downright rank-and-fileism.
We can see it in its palpable expression when cde. Cde. Borovi
asks  how  many  rank-and-file  workers  are  for  a  new  party,
making his approval of it dependent on this ‘voice of people’,
or when he is looking for ‘real’ workers in the streets of
Tuzla to organise his ‘workers’ control’.

The main trouble with this ‘workerism’ flowing directly from a
pragmatic approach – and it was always so in the history of
the  workers’  movement  –  is  that  it  encourages  workers  to
desert  the  mass  organisations  led  by  bureaucrats,  more
exactly, to avoid the everyday as well as the long-term fight
against  them,  leaving  the  masses  under  their  leadership,
bearing in mind that a vehement hue and cry or even valid but
fruitless assertions are hardly enough to defeat them. Such
sectarian  ‘workerism’  or  ‘rank-and-fileism’  is  in  fact  an
abdication from the struggle against them, only a fig leaf to



conceal opportunism towards the very same bureaucrats.

Last August cde. Pavlovic also criticised the French Workers
Aid, asking the question: “lurking sectarianism in Workers
Aid?’ He noticed that this majority (of French Workers Aid
accuses  Olivia  of  activism  and  ‘forgetting’  (?)  the
proletarian  line  (workers’  control!).  because  of  her
collection of money from the teachers’ union for a Bosnian
school! He remarked that: ‘…even our own comrade Janos was
against  giving  merchandise  to  the  school  heads  and  other
bureaucrats!’ Afterwards cde. Borovi rejected this critique
saying that it ‘… constituted the “foundation” of the polemics
against a so-called line of workers’ control … I would like to
know on what basis… the comrades can prove the existence of
this so-called “line”?’ It is interesting that he raises the
question of ‘workers’ control’ by defending it, in relation to
sectarianism. As to the question that if ‘the comrades can
prove the existence of this so-called “line”?’ I consider that
even on the one issue of ‘workers’ control’ the preceding
pages constitute a proof of the existence of another line,
whether ode. Borovi is conscious of it or not. We have had
many discussions in the leadership and at meetings at which
cde. Borovi always protests against ‘accusations’ about his
‘so-called different line’. Since then, he himself declared,
for example at the WRP congress, that ‘two conceptions’ exist.
Anyway, if he didn’t see in the past or doesn’t see it now, it
is no proof of his clear-sightedness on this question

As mentioned above, the great majority of the IC (in November
1994) voted for the Report on Bosnia, prepared by cde. Myers,
in  opposition  to  the  resolution  on  ‘workers’  control’
previously voted, wrongly, by the IS. Two months later (29
January 1995) cde. Borovi wrote a letter – in many respects a
very interesting letter to the Secretariat. It deserves a long
analysis but, unfortunately, I can here pay attention to only
some aspects of it.

In this letter he attacked the Secretariat, in reality cde Dot



Gibson,  because  among  other  things  ‘…  I  have  not  been
consulted if I agree or not with the manner the IEC has been
presented by the IS.’ Obviously this comrade waited for a
request presented by cde. Dot Gibson to him [cde. Borovi]
asking his permission to draft this document. Reading this,
you think you are dreaming! Apparently he is unable to discern
the difference between the party and a discussion club. Should
I explain that such outgrowth of personality – not to say
selfishness – is not exactly what we know as salutary modesty
in our ranks? Anyway, the striking fact is that he rejected
the majority’s decision and continued, not only to maintain
his opinion, to which he has a right, but to agitate, jumping
at all occasions (or without occasion) to attack the majority
decision,  preventing  the  comrades  from  working,  creating
suspicions and tensions. The worst thing is that he believed
that he was fighting whereas in fact he was doing the opposite

Then he explains in his letter how and why he doesn’t accept
the resolution of the IEC which ‘supersedes’ the IS (his)
resolution. His argumentation is highly enlightening. We learn
in it that ‘…for me the problem is that we don’t have an
orientation on WABand we lost a very precious time (and money)
with very few results. This is the problem. The following
weeks events show how this method of working is fruitless’
(emphasis in original). As we know, the ‘following weeks’ were
not exactly ‘fruitless’ because they prepared the Tuzla union
delegation’s visit with its great success. I didn’t see, after
this visit, when and how cde. Borovi corrected his ‘fruitless’
prophecy? He passed it over, as usual.

Everybody should note also in his words the continuous fight
for the application of our line brought only the loss of
‘precious time (and money) with very few results’. Here is an
impressive  example  of  what  I  meant  above  by  political
impatience. (Cde. Borovi then wrote an enthusiastic article on
this  union  delegation’s  visit  (horrible  bureaucrats!)  to
France, which is in striking contradiction to his resolution



and  previous  battles.  If,  as  it  is  a  little  bit
understandable, he doesn’t say anything in this article on how
and why he changed his mind, the elementary honesty would have
inspired him to advise the IS on this important change. Or
should cde. Borovi have two different lines: one for inner-
party discussions and another for the public? This kind of
schizophrenia cannot be accepted, previous mistakes – creating
some trouble – must be clearly stated.)

The most astonishing (underlined) statement is that, according
to him, we ‘don’t have an orientation on WAB’! Evidently he
regards our political line as useless claptrap, a line that
arouses  no  feeling  in  him  because,  perhaps,  it  cannot  be
immediately converted into a direct organisational action with
‘real’  workers.  More  than  one  year’s  work  –  in  which  he
actively participated – was not enough for cde. Borovi to
discover our political line in relation to Bosnia. Referring
to our resolution he goes farther by writing in his letter:
‘What is this “main line”, which is still not written two
months after the November IEC? Does the comrades really think
that we can “supersede” a resolution of the IS by an unwritten
“main  line”?’  Is  it  necessary  to  add  anything  to  this
astounding  question?  One  can  only  shrug  one’s  shoulders…
Probably for this reason he was, so to speak, obliged in this
‘vacuum’ to propose his resolution …with the aim to deepen the
independent apparition [appearance?] of the WI in Bosnia’.
Undoubtedly  such  a  ‘deepening’  would  have  been  not  only
‘independent’ but quite opposite to all others. Cde. Borovi
does not yet understand that we can and must deepen this
‘independent  apparition’  [appearance?]  first  of  all
politically, on the ground of the international working-class
solidarity  opposed  to  nationalists,  fascists,  Serbian  (and
other) forces and their imperialist supporters, as well as all
those bourgeois (and bureaucrats) who are (or who are moving
to) their side! That is the sense of what Marx and Engels
wrote:  ‘The  Communists  fight  for  the  attainment  of  the
immediate aims, for the enforcement of the momentary interests



of the working class; but in the movement of the present, they
also represent and take care of the future of the movement.’
In the movement and not outside of it, or opposed to it!

After the majority resolution cde. Borovi continued to be
agitated at every moment for his rejected resolution, as if
the majority decision were non-existent, because his Highness
found it wrong! A curious conception of democratic centralism
… But how to convince him? Everybody can read all documents
written  by  him  (and  he  writes  much)  but  nobody  can  find
anywhere even half a page which could be considered as a
reflection or as the expression of some doubts, mediations in
response to the arguments developed by other comrades. In most
cases he doesn’t deign to answer on the precise problem –
which makes it very difficult to discuss. After a painful and
fruitless discussion at the November 1994 session of the IEC
he wrote a quarrelsome letter, but never showed any sign of
having considered the arguments opposed to his resolution. One
cannot think of any other reason for this behaviour than an
unbridled belief that he must always be right. What else could
motivate cde. Borovi’s arrogance – an arrogance which is so
manifest in all of his letters, so evident in his discussions,
one that sometimes reaches an unbearable degree, as we saw at
the last WRP congress or at the last session of the IEC.
Moderation or restraint certainly will not suffocate him. Here
is  the  reason  why  he  was  in  such  a  hurry  to  pass  his
resolution into reality, while neglecting cde. Myers’ opinion,
without a proper discussion by the IEC on this matter.

His papers and letters contain plenty of criticisms, advice
and lessons given to comrades: it’s no good forming a new
party in Britain; how to build the WRP; how to strengthen this
party’s work; Workers Press is no good; how to improve it, and
so on and so forth. In general all advice must be welcomed.
But  groundless  criticism  and  pretentious  lessons  become
unbearable arrogance if one looks at the teacher’s own record.
Over the long years he has been in France as a member of the



international leadership, we have never had the chance to read
a single word of cde. Borovi on the following very important
subjects: What are the conditions of party-building in France?
How should we orientate the building of the party in France,
along what kind of strategic line? How can we launch, even a
small and limited paper in France? How to recruit new members
for the Wl and to grow beyond our (two?) comrades in France?
And, without making mischief, I could also add: how to prepare
‘workers’  control’  –  precisely  in  France?  He  never  wrote
anything,  neither  has  he  proposed  or  said  a  single  word
concerning  party-building  in  France!  Isn’t  it  a  somewhat
inadequate achievement for so worried a party-builder – in
Britain and Tuzla?… When cde. Dot Gibson wrote to him in reply
to his criticism on the supposed paralysis of the leadership
concerning Bosnia, that ‘There is nothing to stop you sending
in a report, political explanation and discussion piece’, cde.
Borovi  answered:  ‘This  is  not  serious’…  I  repeat:  is  it
necessary to comment?

Unfortunately, the pretension and arrogance know no bounds;
they exceed every limit, venturing in all unknown lands. That
is how cde. Borovi made his excursion into political economy.
How surprised I was to discover a letter to Workers Press with
his  critical  remarks  on  cde  Pilling’s  article  on  world
economy. What had got into him? I asked myself, being well
aware of his unpreparedness on this question. It is as if I
had written, for example, a treatise on marine biology. Having
read these critical notes (Workers Press 21 January 1995), I
felt embarrassed for him. It would be hard to commit more
errors in so short a letter.

Cde. Bob Archer, then cde. Pilling himself, finally Richard
Farnetti (author of a very useful and interesting book on the
decline  of  British  economy:  Le  declin  de  l’economic
britannique de Victoria a Thatcher, Paris, 1991 pp. 354) have
already answered Borovi’s pitiful letter. I agree with them
and don’t want to repeat their observations. So, let me make



only a few comments.

First of all, the strange move of comrade Borovi. Cde. Pilling
is,  as  everybody  knows,  an  outstanding  Marxist  economist
having important contributions on his record in the form of
many books and articles on political economy and economic
history. But we don’t know cde. Borovi’s books or articles on
economy.  And  for  good  reason!  Of  course  one  cannot  know
everything This is not a crime, not even a mistake. But if
cde. Borovi, reading cde. Pilling’s article, had some doubts
and would have wanted to establish the truth on this subject,
and did not wish to discuss merely for discussion’s sake, or
to prove his personal capacity in the eyes of the public, he
would have done what everybody on such occasions would have
done: written a letter to cde. Pilling asking him for more
clarification.  Choosing  the  path  of  public  criticism  in
Workers Press, cde. Borovi unavoidably appeared as a teacher
or corrector in a field he doesn’t know. At the same time, he
exposed himself to harsh, even ferocious criticisms. But who
is responsible for that?

The second comment concerns the method of discussion. Cde.
Borovi ‘appreciates’ cde. Pilling’s article, then declares its
‘one-sidedness’  and  introduces  Lenin’s  polemics  against
Kautsky’s opinion (more exactly what cde. Borovi thinks to be
Kautsky’s opinion.) He never criticises cde. Pilling directly.
He  is  ‘only’  speaking  in  the  same  short  letter  of  cde.
Pilling’s ‘one-sidedness’ and Kautsky’s faults. Nobody could
say that he attacks cde. Pilling directly. Even less, because
he  allows  that  ‘Perhaps‘  he  evokes’..the  old  Kautskyist
theory’ with its reformist and ex-Stalinist defenders. By the
way: there are no Stalinists any more?) This method must be
condemned.  It  avoids  direct  confrontation  of  ideas  while
linking a comrade to the worst opportunist by an ‘innocent’
insinuation.

Thirdly, cde. Borovi is heavily mistaken about the subject of
the article. Obviously he supposes it is an article about



international speculation and not what is today called the
‘globalisation’ of capitalism of which speculation is only an
aspect.

He is even more mistaken about the axis of Lenin’s criticism
on Kautsky and this latter’s real opinion. The main dispute
between  them  was  not  about  a  supposed  ultra-imperialism
without  national  conflicts  (Kautsky),  against  which  Lenin
would have opposed an absolute inability of capitalism ‘… to
emancipate  itself  from  national  boundaries’.  Lenin  opposed
Kautsky  because  this  latter  tried  to  eliminate  the  inner
contradictions  of  imperialism,  dreaming  about  a  peaceful
capitalism not ‘simply’ between strong and weak nations, as
cde Borovi thinks, but first of all between monopolies which,
in their competition are not determined by national boundaries
(even if these borders are obstacles for them.) Cde. Borovi’s
misunderstanding about what Lenin (and Kautsky) really said
leads  him  to  overestimate  the  national  limitations  of
capitalism. He writes: ‘… it is not the speculators or the
multinationals which predominate but the fight of the national
bourgeoisie of each imperialist country for a new division of
the markets’. But what really determines the drive of these
national  bourgeoisies?  Certainly  not  a  national  feeling,
neither some ‘national’ monopolies. The move for the European
unification and its failure by the bourgeoisie are determined
by the complex development, concentration and fight of the
monopolies (most of them international) and not the nations’
contradictory tendencies. If this fight takes the form of
national oppositions, one cannot take for the content what is
only  the  form.  Briefly,  cde.  Borovi  doesn’t  see  the
international concentration and centralisation of capital with
its inner contradictions but only nations fighting against
each another. In reality, he doesn’t agree with the analysis
of  globalisation,  i.e.  the  growing  concentration  and
centralisation at a world level, which seems to him to be one-
sided. He opposes the inner contradictions (but only in their
national  form)  to  counterbalance  globalisation’s  ‘one-



sidedness’. This is the same anti-dialectical view that we
have  seen  concerning  Stalinism’s  end  which  he  wanted  to
replace with the phrase ‘contradictory situation’. It is not
surprising that he was able to write in his letter of 29
January: ‘In this discussion the IC could hear, from a warm
supporter  of  the  (Bob  Myers)  resolution  the  incredible
affirmation:  Dialectic  is  one-sided‘.  (Underlined  by  cde.
Borovi.) All these things are far from flattering for our
teacher’s knowledge of economics or of dialectics.

Moreover, cde. Borovi didn’t understand cde. Pilling’s article
which  concretely  points  out  that  this  ‘increasing
globalisation of capital … far from creating the conditions
for a smoothly operating world economy, as some day-dreamers
hope, was itself a response to the intensifying contradictions
of the capitalist world economy.’ (Workers Press, 17 December
1994)  Analysing  the  globalisation  development,  which  cde.
Borovi seems to deny or neglect, cde. Pilling very clearly
states  on  several  occasions  in  the  same  article  that
‘imperialism, in its own way, unites world economy while at
the same time breaking it up’.

So, against what and whom exactly is cde. Borovi quarrelling?

It is difficult to give an answer because he never replied to
his critics. He didn’t react to cde. Archer’s valuable remarks
on the world-wide character of imperialist economy. After cde.
Pilling’s observations noting also the non-scientific, non-
Marxist feature of his criticism, cde. Borovi sent an angry
letter (Workers Press 18 March 1995) protesting against cde.
Pilling’s description of his method. But not a single word on
the matter of the discussion! He promises only that ‘I’ll try
to contribute to this discussion in the future too.’ When? I
am really curious to know. Even more now after R. Farnetti’s
letter (Workers Press 1 April 1995) when, instead of a reply
he ran to cry on cde. Slaughter’s shoulder, complaining that
Workers Press gives space to a letter which accuses a party
member to be “nearly a slanderer”! How awful!



But where is the answer to the many criticisms on the subject
of his letter? Once again there is no answer at all. Here,
solemnly, in front of all comrades I challenge him to answer
his critics. Please, give a straight answer on the matter
without humming and hawing about ‘insults’. Will cde. Borovi
reply, perhaps, that I push him and sharpen contradictions?…

On democratic centralism

It is absolutely necessary, finally, to deal with democratic
centralism  as  a  substantial  and  organic  part  of  Marxist
theory. Being a vital element of the character of the party,
it is at the crossroads of theory and practice, just at the
point where both turn into unity in and through the party. The
well-known fact that cde Borovi and cde. Pirani as well as
some  of  those  who  follow  them  are  evoking  it  constantly
requires also some clarification.

Their  papers  and  letters  are,  in  the  name  of  democratic
centralism, full of virulent and harsh criticisms of the bad
methods of the leadership, its wrong functioning, the lack of
democracy (?), ‘unjustified attacks’ (?) on them, etc., etc.
Very often these criticisms exceed the limits which can be
accepted in the party. In fact, as everybody can notice, they
are concentrated on heavy attacks against cde. Dot Gibson. As
a matter of fact, she is the real target, behind this often
anonymous and mysterious word ‘leadership’ – of which, in any
case the most active censors are full members. If one examines
this fact more closely, one rapidly discovers that – what a
coincidence! – as Secretary of Workers International elected
by the IEC, she is at the centre where the everyday fight for
alldecisions  and  resolutions  of  Workers  International,  is
concentrated, where Workers International really lives as an
international organisation. In many respects this is true also
of the WRP. She is put in charge of leading the fight to carry
these  resolutions  into  reality;  for  establishing  their
respective  place  in  the  entire  activity  of  the  party;  to
improve them on the basis of experiences accumulated in the



same fight; to represent the leadership inside and outside the
party;  thus  to  convince  all  comrades  not  only  of  the
correctness of decisions – eventually enriching them – but
also of the absolute necessity, urgency and readiness of doing
everything in order to fulfil them – a really immense and all-
sided theoretical and practical task. If we consider – as we
must  –  the  great  disparity  between  our  aims  and
organisational,  financial  capacities  (lack  of  money  and
material resources, very limited number of experienced cadres,
etc.) we are obliged to recognise that cde. Gibson carried out
this difficult task without any noticeable fault. And this is
a real performance given the extremely hard conditions of the
still prolonged crisis of the Fourth International with its
(sometimes) heavy legacy. That cde. Gibson makes mistakes? …
What a completely new and illuminating discovery!

Now, from the time of its foundation the WI and its leadership
tried  to  establish  and  improve  the  centralisation  of  our
International.  Several  times  the  leadership  discussed  its
necessity, asserted it in verbal and written forms. Since the
very existence of the party as well as its development depend
on – besides its programme – the centralisation of its work
and fight, nobody never contested this necessity. Precisely
for this reason, after the 2nd congress the IEC wanting to
strengthen  this  centralisation  elected  a  Secretary  in  the
person of cde. Dot Gibson.

Ever since then she has been in a real crossfire of attacks.
And  this  is  not  an  accident,  given  the  great,  sometimes
unconscious, resistance to centralisation. Everybody has read
– or must read – these letters and papers in which she is
accused  of  being  non-democratic,  aggressive,  arbitrary,
irresponsible – and that’s not all! In his above-cited letter
cde. Borovi attacks the leadership (?) for almost everything,
even for the absence of sessions of IEC (he very well knows
about our lack of money!!): ‘where is the leadership…? … why
the  party,  the  WRP,  the  IS  leadership  avoid  its



responsibility?’ All this accusative questioning because cde.
Gibson wrote to him that the Tuzla delegation visit is the
affair of the ITUSC comrades. Obviously cde. Borovi is not
interested  about  whether  she  could  convince  the  ITUSC
comrades, nor is he interested in the real difficulties. The
important thing being here to launch a heavy attack! When cde.
Gibson tried to convince cde. Pirani to come to the rare
sessions  of  the  IEC,  the  always  missing  cde.  Pirani  (who
nevertheless  always  attacks  the  bad  functioning  of  the
leadership!) she received an unspeakable answer. Cde. Pirani
arrogantly asked in it: who do you think you are? It is
understandable  that  in  such  an  atmosphere  other  comrades
having some inclination to confound democratic centralism with
all kinds of criticism, follow these leaders. Cde. Rex Dunn,
for example, didn’t hesitate to speak of her behaviour as
‘bureaucratically  heavy-handed’  and  ‘manipulative’.  He
rectified these accusations in his letter of 23 March 1995 by
saying  that  ‘on  reflection,  this  was  too  subjective’.
Perhaps?… Surely! As are those accusations which he still
holds to: “arbitrary’ and ‘abuse of power.’

The first important circumstance here is not only the would-be
‘impersonal’  character  of  these  attacks  hidden  behind  the
‘neutral’ word ‘leadership’, or even the directly formulated
attacks of a personal nature. The fact is that they were, and
are, systematically developed at just the time we decided to
strengthen the centralisation of the International. Each time
when cde. Gibson stresses the necessity for centralisation –
and thus the necessity for discipline – she is attacked not
for  this  but  because  of  her  ‘aggressiveness’,  ‘lack  of
democracy’,  even  ‘bureaucratism’,  etc.  And  inversely,  each
time these attacks are developed in the name of democratic
centralism  there  is  nothing  said  or  written  for
centralisation,  absolutely  nothing  but  everything  for  some
kind of unlimited so-called democracy which is in reality
taken here only as an individual attribute.



Yet party democracy – if we, arbitrarily, tackle it without
its necessary counterpart, centralisation – is a totality of
rules, moods and methods by and in which the party lives and
moves; defines its political line, elects and removes its
leadership, regulates and controls the discussions, assures
the  rights  of  declared  tendencies  or  minorities.  It  has
nothing to do with criticisms voiced by persons here and there
on every occasion and at all times. Asking the right to this
is  an  individualism  which  has  its  place  in  many  petty
bourgeois circles but not in a workers’ party. Unless your
fight  for  ‘party  democracy’  doesn’t  attack  a  real  (or
supposed) arbitrariness or insult in the conduct of party
discussions  (dismissing  papers,  non-publication  of  internal
bulletins, etc.), in the election of leadership, or prevents
the formation of declared oppositions, etc., in summary acts
against the rules – your criticisms express only individual
feelings and resentments or hostilities and antipathies. It
has  nothing  to  do  with  party  democracy,  even  less  with
democratic centralism.

It  is  quite  understandable  that  many  comrades  have  some
difficulties in understanding this. There are various reasons
for it, not the least being the hard emancipation from the
legacy  of  previous  (Healyite,  Lambertist,  or  other)
leadership’s bureaucratic centralist methods wanting at the
same time to smash also the individual character of comrades.
But this individual character of all human beings cannot be
confused with petty bourgeois individualism. The resistance to
the Healyite methods required a fight for real, not formalist,
democracy. In and after this fight every kind of expression
appeared a democratic action and all moves for centralisation
became suspicious. The famous ‘stick’ has been bent too much
to one side … something that arose from the need [missing
Ed,]all  those  problems  in  a  healthy  way  only  by  mental
reflection. But the time is now ripe for us to accelerate the
process of settling these problems, while the whole of our
present  fight  for  clarification  provides  the  necessary



material for overcoming them in a positive way. Far from being
a  tragic,  disastrous  event,  on  the  contrary,  this  fight
constitutes a salutary clarification. It takes place at a
moment when, given its immense tasks, the party is obliged to
clarify these until-now unresolved problems if it wants to go
forward and not be thrown back. If our political analysis is
correct, we are just at the crossroads.

So let us get back to the question of centralisation without
which there can be no party democracy. It requires, once the
political line is fixed, a ‘complete unity in action’ under
the  conduct  of  the  leadership  in  a  disciplined  way.  This
disciplined  unity  means  that,  yes,  cde.  Dot  Gibson,  as
Secretary, has the full right to lead comrades, even giving
orders to the recalcitrant ones, even more outside the party,
and all of us must carry them out with great discipline – if
they correspond to the political line of the party and aim at
the accomplishment of resolutions and decisions. Naturally,
everybody has the right to protest if the leadership (leader)
goes beyond these limits, or uses inadmissible means.

But put aside obviously alien methods (beating, etc.) every
individual protest must be carefully examined. In our present
case all criticisms against comrade cde. Dot Gibson are put
forward  by  comrades  who,  by  accident,  have  an  opposed
political  opinion  to  the  majority  resolutions  and,
consequently,  that  of  cde.  Dot  Gibson  on  all  important
problems under discussion (the end of Stalinism, the ‘new
party’  question,  ‘workers  control’  in  Tuzla,  democratic
centralism, the accomplishment or reject(ion? SB) of tasks,
etc.).  I  draw  the  attention  of  all  members  of  our
International  to  the  following  facts:  cde.  Dot  Gibson  is
struggling for the centralisation – and she is attacked in the
name of ‘democracy’ which appears, in reality, as a petty-
bourgeois  individualism;  she  wages  a  sharp  fight  for  the
leadership’s decisions, for the accomplishment of the tasks –
and she is attacked also in the name of democracy to ‘freedom’



of opinion and even freedom of action (?!) refusing to execute
them or choosing them arbitrarily. What a strange coincidence!
Let me quote once more Trotsky’s words: ‘The regime (in the
party) must be the instrument for correct policy and not for
false’, In Defence of Marxism, quoted above.)

But the essential characteristic of all this cry for democracy
is that the comrades, surprisingly, don’t give any explanation
of  such  –  according  to  them  –  dangerous  bureaucratism  or
deviation of the leadership or of its Secretary. They don’t
try at all to characterise such a bureaucraticism or deviation
and examine what it represents politically, what social forces
could constitute its basis. Such a careful analysis, self-
evident for Marxists, doesn’t even cross their mind. They find
the  supposed  non-democratic,  bureaucratic  manners  as  the
result of personal faults and shortcomings, just as party
democracy  appears  to  them  as  if  it  were  a  collection  of
personal rights.

Here  we  have  a  curious  separation  of  form  from  content,
unusual and hardly permissible for Marxists, even a complete
disappearance of the content. Concerning their own action, the
comrades  repeatedly  declare  that  the  criticisms  are  only
remarks or proposals designed to improve the functioning of
the leadership, its methods, including cde. Dot Gibson’s work,
her behaviour (??), etc. Clearly, these comrades don’t yet
understand  that  a  Marxist  criticism  has  to  examine  the
framework and the social ground of the criticised leadership’s
(cde. Dot Gibson’s) methods, a method that goes farther than
endlessly  repeated  and  thus  futile,  empty  and  superficial
labellings. Then on this ground it has to develop a different
conception of leadership opposed to the supposed wrong one.
Finally, one should fight for the leadership or change it in
the case of those criticised. This is how Marxists have always
acted, that is what we learn from Lenin and Trotsky, from the
whole history of the workers’ movement – not only of our
party! Because the form (democracy) is nonsense without its



corresponding content. If the comrades don’t want or dare to
define this, they have to cease their senseless criticisms.
Otherwise their anti-dialectical approach takes its revenge as
already it did it. So their criticism appears as it really is:
unprincipled and systematic petty-bourgeois denigration which
would  destroy  –  even  unwillingly  –  all  centralisation,
consequently,  the  whole  party.  Unfortunately  I  am  not
exaggerating  here.

Let us remind ourselves how Trotsky tackled such problems in
relation to the American SWP. In his ‘Open Letter to Bumham’
(7 January 1940) he wrote about the methods of the Burnham-
Schachtman minority which are very similar to those of cde.
Borovi and cde. Pirani:

‘you  …  seek  an  ideal  party  democracy  which  would  secure
forever and for everybody the possibility of saying and doing
whatever popped into his head, and which would insure the
party  against  bureaucratic  degeneration.  You  overlook  a
trifle,  namely,  that  the  party  is  not  an  arena  for  the
assertion of free individuality, but an instrument of the
proletarian  revolution…  You  do  not  see  that  our  American
section is not sick from too much centralism – it is laughable
even  to  talk  about  it  –  but  from  a  monstrous  abuse  and
distortion  of  democracy  on  the  part  of  petty-bourgeois
elements.’ Then he explained: ‘A worker spends his day at the
factory. At the meetings he is interested in learning the most
important things: the correct evaluation of the situation and
the political conclusions… petty-bourgeois… elements… vegetate
in an artificial and shut-in environment. They have ample time
to dabble in politics or its substitute. They pick out faults,
exchange all sorts of titbits and gossip concerning happenings
among  the  party  tops’.  They  always  locate  a  leader  who
initiates them into all the ‘secrets’. Discussion is their
native element. No amount of democracy is ever enough for
them. For their war of words they seek the fourth dimension.
They became jittery, they revolve in a vicious circle, and



they quench their thirst with salt water. Do you want to know
the organisational programme of the opposition? It consists of
a mad hunt for the fourth dimension of party democracy. In
practice this means burying politics beneath discussion; and
burying centralism beneath the anarchy of the intellectual
circles. When a few thousand workers join the party, they will
call the petty-bourgeois anarchists severely to order. The
sooner, the better.’ (Trotsky’ In Defence of Marxism’ Merit
Publishers, New York, 1965, p 92).

For more than two years, cde. Borovi and cde. Pirani have
repeated that they make criticisms about various questions in
order to improve the party’s line and work, its functioning.
When other comrades invite them to clarify their position by
uniting its obviously connected various elements (criticisms
on the ‘end of Stalinism’, on the ‘new party’, on Workers
Press,  on  the  ‘functioning  of  the  party’,  ‘for  workers’
control’  in  Tuzla,  etc.)  into  a  coherent  and  declared
political line – as a democratic centralist settlement and
cast of mind must do, which everybody quite naturally expects
– they cry out against such violations of their rights and
personality! Nevertheless, cde. Borovi himself has spoken of
‘two conceptions’, several times he complained because of the
existence of ‘two lines’ on ‘workers’ control’ in Tuzla. Yet
they react almost hysterically when other comrades ask them to
define their line, to declare a tendency in order to establish
an  organised  and  regulated  discussion.  Their  answer  IS
invariably: ‘don’t push me’, ‘nobody can be forced to form a
tendency’,  wailing  the  incredible  complaint  that  ‘one,
sharpens  the  contradictions  when  they  dare  to  formulate
criticisms’. This is unbelievably childish behaviour, alien to
a workers’ party.

In any case, who initiated the sharp attacks on the ‘end of
Stalinism’, on the project of a new party presented by cde
Slaughter? Who multiplied the sometimes violent attacks on the
leadership, on cde. Dot Gibson’s work, methods and psychology’



(!)?

In  the  first  line  of  the  above-cited  letter,  cde.  Borovi
writes: ‘… we are facing actually [at present] a political
crisis’ and then he asserts that the first step must be ‘to
recognise the existence of this crisis’. (Emphasis in the
original) Saying this, how could this comrade protest against
a  so  legitimate  and  even  obligatory  call  to  declare  a
tendency?  We  do  indeed  recognise  that  there  is  a  serious
problem: how is it that cde. Borovi doesn’t himself feel and
recognise his own elementary duty – if he considers himself as
a  Marxist  –  to  summarise  and  generalise  his  criticisms,
characterise them and set forth to the party? How can he call
on us to recognise a crisis while at the same time he refuses
our right to ask him to declare it politically and openly? Why
does he refuse to fight for his view by openly organising a
tendency? Certainly, nobody can force him and others to do so.
But everybody can – and should – have an opinion on such
strange behaviour.

If, according to him, there is a crisis, cde. Borovi has to
analyse  the  political  outlines  as  well  as  its  social
foundations.  One  cannot  use  this  severe  general
characterisation  of  the  situation  as  if  it  were  only  a
meaningless word in a lively discourse. But it is remarkable
that neither cde. Borovi nor cde. Pirani ever says or writes
anything about the political or social characterisation of the
leadership’s  wrong  policy  and  methods.  Remaining  true  to
themselves,  they  don’t  sum  up  their  own  criticisms  in  a
comprehensive general explanation and political line. In both
cases the spine is cruelly missing, the form is lacking a
content and thus unveils itself as an empty shell. Again let
us consult Trotsky. In ‘A Petty-Bourgeois Opposition in the
Socialist Workers Party’ (In Defence of Marxism, p 60, – at
December  1939)  he  wrote:  ‘Before  they  began  their  bitter
struggle, the leaders of the opposition were obligated to ask
themselves this question: What non-proletarian class influence



is  reflected  in  the  majority  of  the  National  Committee?
Nevertheless,  the  opposition  has  not  made  the  slightest
attempt at such a class evaluation of the divergences. It sees
only  ‘conservatism’,  ‘errors’,  ‘bad  methods’  and  similar
psychological,  intellectual  and  technical  deficiencies.  The
opposition  is  not  interested  in  the  class  nature  of  the
opposition faction just as it is not interested in the class
nature of the USSR. (Exactly as cde. Borovi and cde. Pirani
are not interested in the class nature of Stalinism.) This
fact alone is sufficient to demonstrate the petty-bourgeois
character  of  the  opposition,  with  its  tinge  of  academic
pedantry and journalistic impressionism’

Certain comrades might ask: why am I so harsh and intransigent
against what seems to them only mistaken opinions and errors?
On the contrary, those who are being harsh are cde. Borovi and
cde. Pirani. According to the former, we face a political
crisis; while in my opinion it is he, cde. Borovi who is in
crisis and not as yet the situation. Nevertheless the case is
very  serious  and  can  develop  rapidly  into  a  deep  crisis.
That’s why I stand up so sharply, since I want to prevent the
International from entering a deep crisis; this will need now
an uncompromising clarification and fight against not only
isolated mistakes and errors but a tendency which, after more
than one year’s ‘critical’ activity, begins to crystallise
into an international group.

Unlike some comrades, I am convinced that opposed to the turn
of the party required by the new situation, these ‘critical’
cdes. prevent the party from moving forward. As Trotsky put it
in ‘From a Scratch to Gangrene’ (Ibid p. 144): ‘… with the
transition of the party from one period to the next those
elements which played a progressive role in the past but who
proved incapable of adapting themselves with timeliness to new
tasks have drawn closer together in the face of danger and
revealed  not  their  positive  but  almost  exclusively  their
negative traits.’



There is a non-declared but very active tendency to restrain
the  party  from  moving  forward,  which  makes  serious,
concentration more difficult. Those comrades who think that it
is possible to convince cdes. Borovi and cde. Pirani mentally,
by theoretical or political conversation alone, have a great
illusion  because  we  have  here  a  definite  (but  not  self-
defined) tendency which has to be fought. In such a situation
each concession in the fight for clarification – waged of
course in a comradely atmosphere and by correct methods – the
slightest conciliatory attitude in order to appease what one
cannot pacify, strengthens petty-bourgeois arrogance and gives
it the false impression that it is right. No conciliation and
compromise with petty-bourgeois views and methods! Still less
can  we  have  a  kind  of  Christian  tolerance  towards  this
tendency with foolish arguments that severity can break them
(?)! The comrades putting forward such “arguments’ should ask
themselves if the ‘severity’ of the critics does not break the
party or some loyal and devoted comrades? … They have to ask
themselves this question!

One of the many proofs of the urgent necessity and harshness
of an answer to this question is the constant and regular
attacks of cde. Borovi and cde. Pirani on Workers Press. I
don’t want, and unfortunately have no space here to analyse in
detail the numerous letters and papers in which they don’t
criticise but attack our newspaper. Look only at their letters
published  by  the  paper!  In  them  cde.  Pirani  defends  cde.
Thurley, cde. Borovi and himself: the latter defending himself
against our newspaper. While in each case!! they initiated the
public attacks in WP on certain comrades. In each case also
they defended anti-Marxist opinions, policy or even persons –
against the Workers Press ‘and its collaborators’ articles or
answers! Everybody can see this. And all comrades are well
aware of the fact that always, (I repeat: always) cde. Borovi
or  cde.  Pirani,  protesting  childishly  against  ‘attacks  in
public’,  were  the  very  ones  who  started  this  kind  of
correspondence in the paper. At the same time, they never



answered the content, the subject of the discussion!! Here too
they carefully avoid the discussion, speaking only of ‘bad
methods’, ‘insults’, and so on. Once again: in what kind of
organisation do they think they’re in?… As Trotsky taught us,
this irritation and fright is also very characteristic of this
kind of tendency.

Speaking  of  tendency,  it  must  be  said  that  they  protest
against this designation. What is worse, their mutual defence
in Workers Press and elsewhere lacks any political argument,
any line or tendency. They develop only personal criticism
against a line, the leadership, cde. Dot Gibson, or Workers
Press. But nowhere do they oppose one definite line against
another, as Marxists must. Thus their alliance and mutual
defence is an unprincipled line; it is not an openly declared
political agitation. It has a name in our tradition: this is,
an unprincipled clique.

I am calling them an undeclared tendency. They are nervous and
furious about this name, as if it were an insult. But I think
I have given enough proof – and could have given more – to say
that  we  have  in  the  party  an  undeclared  but  very  active
sectarian-ultimatist  political  tendency.  Its  main
characteristic is a constant opposition to the analysis of the
changed, new world situation and of the new tasks flowing from
it. That is why – and not only because by its very nature it
is  inclined  to  political  paralysis  –  it  attracts  the
conservative  elements  in  the  international  which,  not
recognising  its  true  social  and  political  nature,  preach
conciliation with the comrades who represent it.

The foregoing pages give plenty of ground for declaring that
this tendency reflects a petty bourgeois pressure on the party
for [sic] give up its necessary transformation. Without any
risk of making a mistake, Trotsky’s words on the Burnham-
Shachtman-led  opposition  remain  valid  for  ‘our’  sectarian-
ultimatist  tendency  too:  ‘Like  any  petty-bourgeois  group
inside  the  socialist  movement,  the  present  opposition  is



characterised by the following features: a disdainful attitude
toward  theory  and  an  inclination  toward  eclecticism;
disrespect  for  the  tradition  of  their  own  organisation;
anxiety for personal ‘independence’ at the expense of anxiety
for  objective  truth;  nervousness  instead  of  consistency;
readiness  to  jump  from  one  position  to  another;  lack  of
understanding of revolutionary centralism and hostility toward
it; and finally, inclination to substitute clique ties and
personal  relationship  for  party  discipline…’  (A  Petty-
Bourgeois Opposition, In Defence of Marxism, p. 43.)

The class nature of this tendency is clearly a petty-bourgeois
one. Certainly these comrades will protest vehemently against
this characterisation. But this is not an insult, since the
class  nature  of  this  tendency  is  not  determined  by  their
personal natures. Let me cite, once again, Trotsky. In a short
article  published  in  the  Internal  Bulletin  of  the  French
Bolshevik-Leninist  Group,  he  wrote  (in  November  1934,  in
French): ‘That does not mean to say that the comrades in
question  are  “petty  bourgeois”;  they  can  be  excellent
proletarian revolutionaries, but the best revolutionaries make
mistakes, and Marxism always obliges us to seek the social
origin of any error; it is a question of the influence of
petty bourgeois intellectuals on a proletarian revolutionary.’
(Trotsky Oeuvres. vol. 4, p.255). I can hardly add anything to
characterise the petty-bourgeois tendency which appears in our
party.

Is  that  to  say  that  this  tendency  of,  these  comrades
personally, have no place in the party? Absolutely no! Nobody
can oblige them to give up their opinions. They can, as a
tendency, fight for it inside the party, according to its
rules. Our duty is to convince them. But the petty-bourgeois
criticisms  must  cease  immediately  because  they  break  the
discipline, undermine the authority of leadership, denigrate
comrades, especially our Secretary. Everybody can distinguish
between such criticisms and a harsh but principled and loyal



theoretical political and organisational criticism based on a
declared political line.

Balazs Nagy,

February-April 1995

 

From the Archives: Statement
of the Workers International
Faction, 19th July 1998
Statement of the Workers International Faction – 19th July
1998

NOT a country or a region in the world can escape the effects
of the general and gathering crisis of world imperialism.

It  is  now  openly  acknowledged  that  the  continuing  rescue
operations mounted in an effort to salvage crisis-hit South-
East  Asia  cannot  continue.  Less  than  three  months  ago
optimistic financial observers were hopeful that the crisis
could be isolated, that it would not spread to Japan and
China. Today the Japanese yen is falling, accompanied by bank
and company collapses. This, together with the free-fall of
the currencies of Indonesia and Thailand exert great pressure
on China, as Asian competitors undercut both domestic and
foreign markets. The Chinese textile industry alone is cutting
its workforce by 600,000.

To this must be added the deepening economic panic and chaos
in the former Soviet Union as attempts to force the pace of
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reconstructing capital fail, and foreign fund managers pull
out, leading to a 50 per cent decline in Russian stocks in US
dollar terms since May this year. World capital, in its panic-
stricken  efforts  to  prevent  the  complete  collapse  of  the
Russian system was obliged to make a $22 billion loan, even at
the risk of intensifying its own problems.

The knock-on effect of this crisis in Europe and America leads
the big banks and industries to seek new mergers, cut costs,
drive up productivity, sack workers and prepare for trade war.
The picture emerges of a world financial and economic crisis
which will make the 1931 crash look like a storm in a teacup.
Already there are political repercussions as wide layers of
workers and the oppressed are forced to defend their jobs,
wages and conditions.

In  the  former  Soviet  Union  miners,  and  other  workers,
including teachers, nurses and doctors take strike actions,
calling for the removal of President Yeltsin as he attempts to
force the government to implement the conditions required by
the IMF in return for loans, which they know will never be
repaid. In the US, the strike at General Motors, and the
threatened  strike  of  the  Teamsters,  together  with  cheap
products from Asia undermining the domestic market, last month
already produced the sharpest fall in US industrial production
for five years.

But  the  stark  reality  is  that  the  working  class  acts
defensively  in  conditions  in  which,  despite  its  crisis,
imperialism has the initiative and imposes the conditions for
the struggle. Thanks to the bureaucratic leaderships of the
parties which claim to be workers’ parties, and the trade
union  leaderships,  economic  fear  leads  workers  to  act
independently, and even against each other, fearing that they
will  lose  their  jobs  to  others  also  caught  up  in  world
capitalist competition. A recent example of this problem could
be seen in the international solidarity campaign mounted by
the  British,  Liverpool  dockers  in  their  28-month  struggle



against casualisation and anti-trade union laws. The dockers
in other countries were prepared to give financial support and
organise token work stoppages, but in the main they were too
frightened of losing their own jobs to take all-out solidarity
strike action.

The chief obstacle in transforming this fear and building the
workers’  international  offensive  against  capitalism  is  the
nationalist and pro-capitalist character of the leadership of
the trade union and political organisations to which most
workers are still attached. The Liverpool dockers found the
leadership of the British Transport and General Workers Union
and the Labour government united to uphold the state anti-
trade-union  laws  and  oppose  the  dockers’  just  fight  for
reinstatement.  They  prevented  official  national  and
international  actions  in  support  of  the  dockers.

From South Korea, to Nigeria and Indonesia, Mexico, South
Africa, France, Germany and the United States – in one country
after another workers come into struggle on industrial and
political questions, but are isolated from their brothers and
sisters  in  other  countries,  and  even  from  those  in  other
regions and workplaces in the same country. This crisis of
leadership  can  only  be  overcome  by  the  working  class
rebuilding  its  international  class  independence  –  its  own
international  party.  For  seven  decades  the  policy  of  the
Stalinist bureaucracy in the former USSR – ‘socialism in a
single country’ and ‘peaceful co-existence’ with capitalism –
kept the working class divided and destroyed its international
party,  enabling  imperialism  to  continue  its  plunder  and
pillage of the world’s human and natural resources.

The economic prerequisites for socialism have long existed;
the  continued  existence  of  imperialism  means  that  despite
enormous  scientific  and  technological  developments  the
productive forces stagnate. Under the conditions of the social
crisis, imperialism inflicts barbarous attacks on mankind and
the  environment.  Growing  unemployment,  the  degeneration  of



culture, attacks on democratic rights, the rise of racism,
environmental  catastrophes,  man-made  epidemics  of  killer
diseases now threaten present and future generations.

Socialism is necessary, but the interests of the working class
can be carried forward only by their own independent Marxist
party of social revolution. This was the experience of the
working class of Russia when they joined with Lenin and the
Bolshevik Party in the victory of the October Revolution in
1917. This was the aim of all those who joined Trotsky and the
Left Opposition to found the Fourth International in 1938 in
the fight against Stalin and Stalinism’s abandonment of the
path of social revolution, which endangered the gains of the
October Revolution itself. We now find ourselves at a new
historical  crossroads,  when  the  collapse  of  the  Stalinist
bureaucracy dragging in its wake the whole of the Soviet Union
and aggravating the historical crisis of imperialism, poses
the question: what to do and how to do it?

The imperialist crisis itself does not resolve the crisis of
leadership. What we are witnessing reveals that without the
working  class  building  its  own  international  party,
reactionary forces of nationalism, racism fascism and class-
collaboration divert and even destroy the working class and
the oppressed poor. This could be seen in the genocide in
Bosnia and Rwanda and also in the unsuccessful and diverted
actions of the working class everywhere in the world. At such
historical junctures in the class struggle when the working
class is faced with the necessity of building its own party,
the frightened middle class always propose liquidation of the
working class revolutionary party and its principles.

This is now a worldwide trend, which appears also in the
international  Trotskyist  movement,  including  Workers
International. An example of this tendency to abandon the
revolutionary party and seek loose alliances of like-minded
people to ‘co-ordinate’ the struggles of the working class is
the Movement for Socialism. This was initiated by the British



members  of  the  Workers  International  to  take  forward  the
reconstruction of the Fourth International. But it has been
reduced  by  the  liquidators,  led  by  Cliff  Slaughter,  to  a
discussion forum with the aim and purpose of replacing the
Workers International itself, logically putting into question
the legitimacy of the Fourth International, its programme and
its history.

Against  this  liquidationism,  we  formed  a  faction  in  the
Workers International at the November 1997 meeting of the
executive committee (IEC), which was divided equally between
the two positions. In the democratic traditions of all the
Marxist internationals, we expected that the differences would
be  clarified  in  discussion  and  in  written  documents  and
resolutions preparing our third congress. Requests (from the
faction, from members of the IEC and from sections of the
party) to the Secretariat to convene the IEC to prepare the
congress, have been met with downright opposition.

Over the past eight months since the IEC meeting members of
that committee have been kept in the dark about proposals and
decisions  of  the  Secretariat.  Minutes,  reports  and
correspondence  are  not  circulated.  The  Secretariat  has
disrupted  relations  with  the  Workers’  International  League
(LIT-CI) with whom the Workers International has a Liaison
Committee. Finally a draft resolution from Cliff Slaughter has
been circulated publicly saying that there should be no third
congress. Others on the Secretariat say that a congress should
be held, but only to bury the Workers International. We reject
this ‘funeral’. In a recent issue of Workers International
Press  the  Secretariat  put  into  question  the  Workers
International as well as its journal without the slightest
reference to our opposition. In all these circumstances of the
danger of the complete liquidation of Workers International,
its third congress and its principles, we have decided to
declare  our  faction  publicly  as  the  Workers  International
Faction, and to take responsibility for organising the third



congress.

It will be an open congress. We invite all those who want a
working-class  international.  For  us  this  means  the  Fourth
International, which we want to reconstruct, but we welcome
discussion on this and all other questions confronting the
working class. We prepare the congress also by producing the
monthly  newspaper  of  the  Workers  International  –  Workers
International Press.

Balazs Nagy – on behalf of the Workers International Faction

Political  training  in  South
Africa under “lockdown”
“SOCIALIST REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS PARTY

We are born of class struggle, in the fight to demolish the
capitalist system that insists on the continued exploitation
of most of society by a few humans. We seek to educate,
agitate, mobilise and organize the working class into our
political organisation.

The working class must fulfil our historic mission: to defeat
imperialism  and  capitalism,  establish  a  Socialist  South
Africa, Africa and World, as a prelude to advancing to a
truly  free  and  classless  society:  to  a  Communist  South
Africa, Africa and World!”  (SRWP homepage)

It turns out that political organising and education can take
place a lot more effectively than some comrades feared online,
even during “lockdown” when physical gatherings of any size
are impossible within the state’s arrangements for dealing
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with  Covid-19.  Some  of  the  resources  which  have  assisted
imperialism to step up exploitation across the globe, such as
computer technology and modern communications, are also tools
in the hands of the workers’ movement.

At time of writing, the Socialist Revolutionary Workers Party
of  South  Africa  (SRWP)  has  just  contributed  to  members’
political education online with two talks on Marx and the
early  beginnings  of  capitalism  by  SRWP  Deputy  General
Secretary  Dr.  Vashna  Jagarnath  and  a  session  with  Vijay
Prashad of Transcontinental: Institute for Social Research and
Chief Editor of LeftWord Books.

Vijay Prashad’s contribution on “CoronaShock & Imperialism” on
23 April 2020 is the one I would like to discuss here. It can
be viewed on the SRWP Facebook page, so I urge the reader to
do that, and I will make no systematic attempt to summarise
his contribution here. It contained a number of important and
useful observations.

Although  Vijay  Prashad  only  makes  a  couple  of  passing
references  to  the  Corvid-19  pandemic,  he  does  lay  out
succinctly  an  analysis  and  a  conception  of  present-day
imperialism.  Unfortunately,  very  informative  though  this
presentation is, it does not shed light on how and why, in the
course of the political struggle between the working class and
the bourgeoisie at an international level for more than a
century now, we got to the point which society has reached
today.  Vijay  Prashad  merely  lists  as  objective  facts  the
changes in features such as technology, communications and
banking  and  finance  which  facilitate  the  current  form  of
imperialist plunder. Nor does his presentation refer to or
illuminate the aims of the SRWP stated above: “our historic
mission – to defeat imperialism and capitalism, establish a
socialist South Africa and World”, etc.

His references to the class struggle are all about forms of it
which  can  be  contained  within  the  framework  of  existing



bourgeois society. These are either trade union struggles over
the extraction of surplus value in the form of “unpaid labour
time”, or the politics of pressure on the bourgeois state to
set limits on the rapacity of the bourgeoisie, provide welfare
and other essential services, and so forth. These have been
historically very significant ways in which the class struggle
between bourgeoisie and proletariat has been waged, and indeed
continue  to  be  so.  However,  it  has  always  been  the
understanding  of  Marxists  that  the  culmination  of  this
struggle must be what is expressed in the aims of SRWP set out
at the head of this article.

In the globalised economy described by Vijay Prashad, these
two forms of struggle are held in check for reasons which he
describes lucidly. His economic analysis of the workings of
imperialism  is  linked  to  certain  considerations  of  class
relations,  but  the  political  issue  of  the  revolutionary
overthrow of capitalist society, of which imperialism is the
highest expression, and progress towards a higher, Communist
society is not mentioned.

But it was for precisely that purpose that Lenin wrote his
famous  little  book:Imperialism,  the  highest  stage  of
capitalism,  early  in  1916.

Vijay Prashad does refer to the book. He notes that Marx and
Lenin viewed imperialism as being rooted in the political
economy of capitalism. This is to his credit: there are those
on the left who try to separate the two completely. However,
in presenting Marx and Lenin’s views on the matter, Vijay
Prashad  carefully  steers  around  some  core  issues  and
mishandles  others.

Vijay Prashed discusses certain topics which Lenin dealt with
in  Imperialism,  but  leaves  other  vital  matters  out.  He
(Prashad) picks up Lenin’s description of the changes on the

world  scale  within  capital  accumulation  as  the  19thcentury



ended  and  the  20thcentury  opened  as  “concentration  of
production  and  monopolies”;  Vijay  Prashad  refers  to  the
“finance  capital  and  the  financial  oligarchy”  which  Lenin
dealt with, and he also mentions the “export of capital”.
(These are all section headings in Lenin’s book).

By the way, Lenin also mentioned “the division of the world
between … powerful trusts” and comments that this: “does not
preclude redivision if the relation of forces changes as a
result of uneven development, war, bankruptcy, etc”.(1) He
also devoted a whole section of his pamphlet to “Division of
the World Among the Great Powers”(2) which catalogues the
forms this took 100 years ago; the forms have changed but the
essence remains today!

But Lenin’s Imperialism is about so much more! For a start,
Lenin emphasised that the development of imperialism is a dead
end for capitalism:

“Monopolies, oligarchy, the striving for domination and not
for freedom, the exploitation of an increasing number of small
or weak nations by a handful of the richest or most powerful
nations – all these have given birth to those distinctive
characteristics of imperialism which compel us to define it
as parasitic or decaying capitalism”(3). (My emphasis – BA)

In discussing the concentration of production and the growth
of  enormously  powerful  industrial  and  financial  monopolies
Lenin noted:

“Capitalism in its imperialist stage leads directly to the
most  comprehensive  socialisation  of  production;  it,  so  to
speak,  drags  the  capitalists,  against  their  will  and
consciousness,  into  some  sort  of  a  new  social  order,  a
transitional one from complete free competition to complete
socialisation.”(4)

Lenin believed that the “new social order” of imperialism is a



contradictory  one,  a  “transition”  from  complete  free
competition to complete socialisation. He certainly did not
believe that the necessary outcome (complete socialisation)
can be achieved by methods which leave the social, economic
and political power of the bourgeoisie intact. The transition
will not take place spontaneously or without the deliberate
destruction of the bourgeois social order as thoroughly as the
bourgeois revolution destroyed the feudal social order that
preceded it.

He devoted a significant part of the book to a critique of
socialist theoreticians, such as Karl Kautsky, who thought
that  a  stable  and  peaceful  form  of  imperialism  could  be
attained  without  violent  disruption.  Lenin  had  learnt  his
Marxism at the feet of such Marxists of the Second (Socialist)
International as Kautsky, but at the outbreak of World War I
they found themselves on opposite sides!

One of the problems socialists face today is the prevalence,
in public discourse and indeed of peoples’ minds, of reformist
approaches to imperialism, attempts to rein in the system’s
truly degenerate and destructive features and achieve a system
of peaceful and progressive nation-states without attacking
capitalist social relations at their root.

Lenin wrote in 1917 in a new preface to Imperialism:

“This  pamphlet  was  written  with  an  eye  to  the  tsarist
censorship … It is painful, in these days of liberty, to re-
read the passages of the pamphlet which have been distorted,
cramped,  compressed  in  an  iron  vice  on  account  of  the
censor”(5)

Nevertheless, what stands out in reading the pamphlet, even as
published in 1916 under the whip of the censor, is Lenin’s
extremely  plain  language  when  he  is  dealing  with  former
Marxists  like  his  own  respected  teacher  and  guide,  Karl
Kautsky, who now proposed that a peaceful and fruitful way



forward would be possible under imperialism:

“No matter what the good intentions of the English parsons, or
of sentimental Kautsky, may have been, the only objective,
i.e., real social significance of Kautsky’s ‘theory’ is this:
it is a most reactionary method of consoling the masses with
hopes of permanent peace being possible under capitalism, by
distracting their attention from sharp antagonisms and acute
problems of the present time and directing it towards illusory
prospects of an imaginary ‘ultra-imperialism’ of the future.
Deception of the masses – that is all there is in Kautsky’s
‘Marxist’ theory”.(6)

And yet it was a version of Kautsky’s theory which came to
dominate in the Communist International after Lenin’s death
and the defeat of Lenin’s followers by the bureaucratic caste
which later took control in the Soviet Union.

The  main  expressions  of  the  Kautsky-inspired  politics  of
Stalin and his supporters were (1) asserting the possibility
of  building  socialism  in  a  single  country,  relying  on
“peaceful co-existence” with the imperialist powers, (2) the
abandonment of revolutionary politics in the richer capitalist
countries  in  favour  of  reformism  (“Popular  Fronts”  and
reformist  socialism)  and  (3)  the  limitation  of  the
revolutionary  struggle  of  those  peoples  oppressed  and
subjugated by imperialism to national independence under their
“own” bourgeoisie (the “Third World project”).

Any  analysis  of  imperialism  which  does  not  address  these
issues is bound to be of limited value because it leaves too
many vital questions untouched. Imperialism exists today in
the extreme form that Vijay describes in part. But imperialism
has  only  been  able  to  rot  every  more  deeply  because  the
working class and the masses have been disarmed politically by
Stalinism. It was the Stalinist politics of the SACP leaders
which  led  to  South  Africa’s  first  democratically-elected
government being firmly in the hands of big business and big



financial groups. And these are precisely the question which
were raised by the decision on the part of the National Union
of Metalworkers of South Africa (Numsa) in 2013 to split the
reactionary, Kautsky-inspired alliance of Cosatu, SACP and ANC
and find a way back to the genuine, Marxist policies of Lenin.

It is important to emphasise these points because without
accounting for the fate of the Bolshevik project, the seizure
of power in 1917 and establishment the Communist International
and its eventual fate, there can be no all-round understanding
of  imperialism  in  its  current  iteration.  If  imperialism
survives until today and takes on even more extreme and even
absurd forms, it is because of the degeneration and collapse
of that Leninist project.

Without  studying  and  understanding  that,  the  historical
account of imperialism is simply reduced to “one damn thing
after another”, with no connection or thread of continuity,
and  consequently  the  collapse  of  the  USSR  is  simply  an
objective  “event”,  a  false  step  in  history,  at  best  a
convincing reason why nobody can now ever look beyond the
limits of the imperialist system. And yet that system is in
front of our eyes falling into the ever-deeper forms of “decay
and parasitism” that Vijay Prashad describes so vividly.

That is why Vijay Prashad can regard the epoch of imperialism
such  as  Lenin  described  it  as  being  over  and  done  with,
replaced by a new period of “globalisation” defined by new and
in his view specifically different forms of financial capital
from the ones Lenin analysed, involving more than just the
“export of capital” but actually “new ways” in which capital
accumulates. If the imperialism Lenin defined is over and done
with, then so are the tasks it posed in front of the working
class and the masses by that period.

This is how Lenin presented dialectically the changes between
capitalism in the nineteenth century and capitalism at the
beginning of the twentieth century:



“Half  a  century  ago,  when  Marx  was  writing  Capital,  free
competition  appeared  to  the  overwhelming  majority  of
economists to be a ‘natural law’. Official science tried, by a
conspiracy of silence, to kill the works of Marx, who, by a
theoretical and historical analysis of capitalism had proved
that  free  competition  gives  rise  to  the  concentration  of
production, which in turn … leads to monopolisation. Today
monopoly has become a fact”.

Vijay Prashad treats modern-day financialisation as something
essentially different from the “finance capital” that Lenin
described.

He argues that whereas Lenin talked about the “export” of
capital across borders, such borders are insignificant today
as  far  as  finance  capital  is  concerned.  They  are  only
“borders”  for  the  workers  imprisoned  in  one  country  or
another.  But  while  such  a  distinction  is  not  without  its
significance, it surely does not indicate a systemic change;
it is merely an intensification of the contradictions of the
imperialist epoch.

A better way to look at it all might be this: Imperialist
policy in the last fifty years has successfully played on its
ability  to  divide  workers  in  the  advanced  metropolitan
countries from workers in the rest of the world, which itself
is  in  no  small  part  caused  by  the  leaderships  of  mass
movements  dominated  by  Stalinist  and  now  post-Stalinist
politics. Vijay Prashad gives graphic and compelling examples
of how this works out, but not of the political developments
which allowed it to happen. The results are that classic and
significant  weapons  of  the  working  class  in  advanced
capitalist  countries,  like  trade  union  militancy  and
parliamentary political pressure, are held in check by the
threat  (and  the  practice)  of  shifting  production  to
underdeveloped countries. Meanwhile the factory owners in many
a “developing” country can (and indeed must) impose savage
rates of exploitation on their workers under the threat of



“losing the contract” if production costs rise. By the way,
the current setup frees the Multi-National Corporation, brand
or main contractor from the obligation to fund the investment
in  production  in  the  “developing”  country:  the  local
entrepreneur  has  to  scrape  that  together  somehow,  further
intensifying the pressure to exploit “their” workers.

These  workers’  wages  are  kept  extremely  low,  even  to  the
extent of compromising the reproduction of the labour force
and with devastating cultural and social consequences. The tax
bases  of  governments  in  underdeveloped  countries  are  also
eroded, so these governments have to turn to the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) for permission to borrow money, which is
only granted on the condition of sustained cuts in living
standards and wages. And so, the “Third World Project” is
over. Meanwhile attempts to copy what was achieved in Cuba
have  resulted  in  long  and  debilitating  and  in  the  end
fruitless  guerrilla  wars.

Most governments in former colonies have become “compradores”
effectively servicing imperialist looting (while lining their
own pockets at the same time, and stripping away any real
democracy or the rule of law). Vijay Prashad can describe the
ability of Multi-National Corporations and financiers to lord
it over a global system which seems to offer no limit, but he
fails to put his finger on the aspect of this that Lenin
identified:  These  features  are  the  characteristics  of
constantly  intensifying  “parasitism  and  decay”.

“Globalisation” is not a completely new period in the history
of capitalism, however essential it is to know at any stage
“what  is  going  on”  and  to  take  that  into  account  when
providing  political  leadership  to  workers.  The  fundamental
features  of  imperialism  are  continued  and  intensified  and
above  all  unresolved  today.  The  continued  existence  of
capitalism in imperialism and the indeed increasingly absurd
forms that takes testify not to the strength and viability of
capitalism as a system but to the problems which have arisen



in constructing the leadership of the working class.

It  is  indeed  extremely  difficult  to  raise  these  matters
directly in most places. “official science” and “a conspiracy
of silence to kill the works of Marx” join with a mood of
resignation in many parts of the working class following the
ignominious  debacle  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  a  series  of
industrial  and  political  struggles  frustrated  by  the
“globalising” tactics which the imperialists have adopted.

But the class struggle never stops, never goes away entirely
until it is actually resolved. The mass outburst of working-
class resistance that led to the Marikana massacre and the
subsequent wave of industrial action in South Africa lifted a
corner of the blanket of “official science” and “killing the
works of Marx”, and that is what made the 2013 Numsa special
congress  decisions  and  the  work  to  establish  the  SRWP  so
important, not just in South Africa but on the international
stage.

Workers International greeted these decisions and encouraged
their  implementation.  They  open  the  door  to  a  fuller  and
franker discussion on the past and the future of the workers’
movement than is probably possible anywhere else on the planet
at the moment.

These are the matters which deserve to figure most prominently
in the political education of SRWP members, when they are
preparing themselves to lead the political struggles of the
South  African  working  class.  SRWP  members  need  to  make
themselves familiar with all issues around the struggle for
working class political power: the fate of the Paris commune,
the Russian Revolution, the split with reformist “Marxism” and
revisionism,  the  struggle  to  build  the  Communist
International, how and in what way the Soviet Union and the
world communist movement degenerated.

A cadre of politically-educated South African workers will not



only be a powerful force in South Africa, it could also play a
significant leading role in building anew the revolutionary
proletarian leadership of the world socialist revolution.

Bob Archer

23 May 2020
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A  powerful  manifesto  and  a
serious appeal
As the Workers Revolutionary Party of Namibia submits the
Manifesto reproduced below to voters in the 2019 National
Assembly Elections, reports flood in from around the globe of
movements by the masses in Iraq, Lebanon, Chile and elsewhere
in direct and open opposition to poverty and exploitation and
the corruption and economic mis-management of their ‘own’
venal governments acting as the local agents of imperialist
powers and interests.

They follow on from the events of the “Arab Spring” earlier
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in the decade and the more recent echoes of these movements
in Tunisia and Sudan.

These movements are impressive in their scope and energy and
their ability, especially since in Iraq and Lebanon they
unite  sectors  of  the  population  hitherto  separated  by
religious and ethnic affiliations. 

Powerful  as  they  are,  however,  all  these  movements  are
hampered by the lack of a political programme and of a well-
thought-out strategy to alleviate the suffering expressed in
their simple and compelling demands. 

In a few boldly-drawn paragraphs, the Namibian WRP Manifesto
sketches out the main lines of that programme and underscores
the rightly central role which the working class is called
upon to play within such movements, how it links to other
parts of the masses and what targets it can set itself to
ensure future progress.

Workers International to Rebuild the Fourth International is
extremely proud to submit the Manifesto to the consideration
of serious socialists everywhere. Our comrades in Namibia
have established significant roots among mineworkers, fishery
workers, pensioners, homeowners and tenants and more.

The Namibia WRP are experiencing a wave of media and other
public interest in their Manifesto. They need resources to
spread it far and wide. Workers International will provide
whatever support it can so that they can send material,
speakers and organisers the length and breadth of the country
in the election campaign. Please help us:
account details:
The Correspondence Society
acc no: 20059400
sort: 60 83 01
payments from outside UK would need IBAN number:
GB93NWBK60023571418024



THE CONTEXT OF THE 2019 NATIONAL ELECTIONS

Namibia is an example of a Comprador State. In a political
context the word “comprador” is used to describe an agent
having control over a nation’s workforce by acting on behalf
of  foreign  masters.  In  Namibia  it  means  the  Namibian
government having control over the working people on behalf of
foreign and capitalist masters.

Using law enforcement agencies, the care-taker regime since
1990 has systematically destroyed the legal rights and gains
of the working class through legislation and corruption. At
the  behest  and  in  favour  of  corporate  business,  these
agencies, which include the Office of the Labour Commissioner
and  the  Courts  of  Law,  disregard  the  laws  concerning  the
rights of workers. 

The State is destroying the nation’s infrastructure (roads,
hospitals and schools) by a lack of maintenance and brazen
theft.  Our  education  system  is  proof  thereof.  The  adage
“education is the greatest equalizer” remains out of reach for
the masses, where enrolment in private schools is reserved for
children of the middle class and the children of the working
class and the poor (peasants) receive sub-standard ‘location’
education.

The State’s express policy on the land issue is “no land to
the  poor”.  The  plight  of  those  who  lost  their  land  to
imperialists is not addressed by the care-taker regime. On the
contrary,  the  state  further  disowned  the  impoverished
communities by seizing their remaining snippets of land.

The judiciary is subservient to the same masters, foreign and
local corporate business; banks, industries and capitalists.
It destroys the rule of law.

The  modus  operandi  of  the  imperialists  and  international
corporations in conjunction with the State is to exploit the
workers by means of low wages, hazardous work conditions and



the blatant disregard of labour laws. This practise is common
in southern Africa.

The imperialists and capitalists have a vested interest in our
presidential and national assembly elections. Our elections
are a farce. It is run and controlled by the Indian Army and
nullified our sovereignty. Both the registration of voters and
voting  by  the  electronic  machines  are  a  mockery.  Voter
registrations  are  duplicated.  Voters  can  cast  their  votes
multiple times. 

Since independence these farcical elections are approved by
the USA, EU, AU, SADEC and the IEC as “free and fair” in the
name of ‘political continuity’ to serve their interests and to
ensure the unbridled exploitation of the colonies. 

Under  the  Comprador  State,  Namibia  as  a  whole  is
disintegrating by the day. The prospects for the nation are a
continuously  lowering  material  and  cultural  standard  of
living. The vast resources of fish, minerals (strategic and
precious),  oil  and  gas  reserves,  and  the  most  essential
resource,  the  land  of  the  people,  are  corruptly  sold  to
foreign masters.

The State, bankrupted by rampant looting of the Treasury, is
further intensifying its insolvency by turning the country
into a tax haven for money launderers. Industries operating in
Namibia are registered for tax purposes elsewhere, where they
pay no taxes in any event. 

There is no HOPE, only DESPERATION unless the programme of the
workers’ party is realised. 

PROGRAMME

The only force which can turn the economic and human wastage
around is the organised working class.

The WRP as the vanguard of that organisation is participating



in the 2019 National Elections for no other reason, but to
throw light on the main issues wracking this nation and the
Southern African working people and to propagate its proposals
to achieve working class organisation to fight the scourge.

It harbours no illusions about the mockery of elections which
will once more yield results contrived by the Indian State in
collusion with the Namibian State. 

ISSUES

1.Plundering of natural resources

Namibia’s coastline is unguarded. This allows for unlimited
exploitation of marine resources. Also, this resource is sold
to imperialist countries (South Africa and Spain) by the State
on behalf of individuals.

2.The land question

The  majority  of  Namibians  have  no  access  to  land.
Dispossession is absolute and total. The Comprador State has
gone as far as legislating the Traditional Authorities Act 25
of 2000, which prohibits communities from owning their land.
The so-called traditional authorities have no authority or
jurisdiction over land.

The stated policy of the regime is, “no land to the poor”.

3.Labour situation

Legislation,  pervasive  corruption,  non-policies  and
dysfunctional administration and executive combine to set off
unbelievable levels of unemployment with literally hundreds of
youth rushing for single job openings. 

The  incumbent  regime  is  oblivious  of  mineral  and  natural
reserves of priceless minerals (strategic and precious) and
massive self-generating resources such as marine and other
natural  resources.  The  greatest  source  of  life,  land,  is



squandered away in the same manner.

The obscene squandering of all these resources for laughable
bribes by national and international capital leaves the nation
abused and bewildered. 

PROGRAMME

The WRP uses these elections to articulate its clarion call to
the working class to organise at all levels to declare war on
the destruction of the nation through the destruction of its
sovereignty, its self-determination and its liberation, etc.

The programme of the WRP calls on the working class to rebuild
their unions in the fishing, mining sectors and industrial and
commercial fields under the guidance of the workers’ party.
This rebuilding shall take place in the process of arresting
the unadulterated exploitation of the country by such demands
as opening the books of corporations from mines to factories,
and from banks to insurance companies; a public audit of the
resources  exploited  and  taken  out  of  this  country;  the
cessation of the money laundering mechanism put in place by
the Comprador regime; the derogation of labour rights through
legislation and corruption; and, a national review of the de-
education of the youth. 

The WRP programme calls on the working class to organise at
all levels to optimise the utility of their resources; the
optimum  utilisation  of  these  massive  resources  to  create
permanent jobs, to demand rational industrialisation demanded
by the total human and technical and natural resources at its
disposal.

The WRP call on the working class to treat issues affecting
women, men, youth, homosexuals, etcetera as issues affecting
the working class as a whole and not issues to be separated.

The working class has no interest in the designs of the black
and Khoisan middle classes to step into the shoes of the white



landowners by laying claim to the lands of the people. Its
sole interest is to restore the collective property of the
disowned communities which was collectively disowned. The WRP
advise the working class and poor peasantry to call for a
national  land  conference  to  discuss  the  restoration  of
legality  in  the  country  by  restoration  of  illegally
expropriated lands. (The peasants never held individual title,
they  held  collective  ownership.  Both  the  black  and  white
middle class baulk at the idea of a historical inquiry into
the land issue in Southern Africa.)

ONLY the ORGANISED working class armed with a programme for
all the working people of the NATION can take power and lead
the country out of extreme backwardness and squalor in the
midst of untold wealth. 

ONLY the ORGANISED working class led by a workers’ party can
break the suffocation of the nation by imperialism.

WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY (WRP)

TO REBUILD THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

A political party duly registered in terms of the electoral
laws of the Republic of Namibia

4479 Dodge Avenue, Khomasdal  P.O. Box 3349 Windhoek

Tel: 061-260647

ericabeukes@yahoo.co.uk

jacobusjosob@ymail.com

mailto:ericabeukes@yahoo.co.uk


WIRFI  Message  at  Miroslav
Vodslon’s  funeral,  Berlin,
December 2018
Mirek was a comrade in the truest sense of the word; a fighter
side by side with us for a socialist future for the human
race.

He was a convinced and profoundly thoughtful Marxist. His
theoretical stature towered above that of others because he
was highly intelligent, very thorough and took Marxism very
seriously indeed. He was never satisfied with superficial or
half-baked formulations of it.

Mirek also possessed a wry, dry and self-deprecating sense of
humour which showed deep appreciation of the contradictions
that arise in life and which moreover enabled him to reveal
defects in another person’s reasoning without massaging his
own ego. This is something that we will especially miss.

Mirek came into contact with us UK Trotskyists as a militant
of  the  Group  of  Opposition  and  Continuity  of  the  Fourth
International (GOCQI), in the late 1980s. Having just dealt
with  an  abusive  leadership  in  the  Workers’  Revolutionary
Party, we were looking for contacts with activists around the
world who had gone through experiences parallel to ours and
who had similar ideas to ours about the way ahead.

Comrades like Balazs Nagy, Miroslav, Radoslav Pavlovic and
Janos Borovi had paid the price of resisting Stalinist rule in
their home countries. They had been forced to leave behind
families and comrades and go into exile or face death or
imprisonment. Based on their own experiences and difficulties
in the Trotskyist movement, they joined with the insurgent
Workers Revolutionary Party members and contacts in Namibia,
South  Africa  and  Latin  America  to  set  up  the  Workers’
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International to Rebuild the Fourth International in 1990.

The GOCQI, including Mirek, quickly showed their theoretical
mettle,  contributing  powerfully  to  the  theoretical
publications  which  prepared  for  the  new  foundation.

But the development of the new international collided with the
collapse of the workers’ states in the USSR and Eastern Europe
and the Thatcher-Regan onslaught on all the things workers had
gained in the class struggle. This was also a development
which sought – where it could – to drive back the movements
against imperialist oppression around the world and to corrupt
them where it could not.

The workers’ movement in western Europe and North America was
undermined  by  de-industrialisation  and  re-location  of
industries,  automation  and  the  introduction  of  new
technologies  and  the  political  collapse  of  Communist  and
Socialist parties.

Significant numbers of our already small group left, in some
cases  abandoning  the  very  idea  of  an  organised  Marxist
International,  in  others  abandoning  political  activity
completely.

Mirek stood out against the quitters, but for a while was
unable  to  contribute  personally  to  the  struggle  of  the
Workers’ International.

Nevertheless,  physically  isolated  as  he  was  from  other
comrades,  Mirek  instinctively  sought  out  footholds  in  the
revolutionary  Marxist  movement  and  in  the  struggles  of
industrial  workers.  He  worked  within  these  circles  to
encourage the study of fundamental questions of Marxism, in
particular political economy, and he deliberately participated
in  the  shop-floor  organisation  of  Daimler-Benz  trade
unionists.

The  international  situation  for  Marxists  became  extremely



gloomy. The first big break in the clouds was the determined
struggle of the platinum miners at Marikana in South Africa,
followed by a widespread mass-movement of workers in a large
number of industries and trades for a big increase in wages.
Twenty years after the end of apartheid and the rise to power
of  the  African  National  Congress  in  South  Africa,  the
deliberate murder of 35 strikers at Marikana by the South
African Police acting under the instructions of the mine-
owners with the collusion of ANC ministers marked the outbreak
of a political crisis which faced revolutionary Marxists with
a serious challenge.

It  also  brought  Mirek  back  into  activity  in  the  Workers
International. Together, we fought for the understanding that
the  way  forward  after  Marikana  is  work  towards  the
establishment of a socialist party of the country’s working
class,  and  that  this  could  not  be  achieved  by  isolated
sectarian  groups,  however  courageous  and  devoted.  The
decisions  and  resolutions  of  the  December  2013  Special
Congress of the National Union of Metalworkers of South Africa
(Numsa)  sketched  the  plans  for  the  re-foundation  of  the
country’s  working-class  movement,  and  Workers  International
pledged its support for this process.

Meanwhile the leading comrades of the Workers’ Revolutionary
Party of Namibia, founded in 1989, had been working for years
through the Workers Advice Centre in Windhoek providing legal
advice and representation to individuals and groups suffering
abuses at the hands of employers and government. They had
placed themselves in an excellent position to take forward new
(or newly-resumed) mass struggles, such as:

the  campaign  of  former  TCL  miners  for  their  stolen
pensions
various ethnic groups defending their land
the matter of wholesale miss-appropriation of the assets
of the former TLC in the course of official bankruptcy
of the company.



the  question  of  whether  German  compensation  for
imperialist oppression, land-theft and atrocities during
the occupation of “South-West Africa” would go to the
victims’  communities  or  be  stolen  by  government
ministers,
the campaign for a real reckoning over the crimes of
South West Africa Peoples’ Organisation (SWAPO) during
the liberation struggle,
against  the  theft  of  people’s  homes  through  legal
chicanery
Stood in the 2014 election and won two Assembly seats
new industrial struggles such as that of the fishery
workers.
This meant that by late 2015, the WRP of Namibia was
able to convene a conference with over 100 delegates to
re-launch the party

Mirek devoted himself to assisting the development of the WRP
of Namibia, spending considerable time in the country and
brimming with advice to assist its development, both practical
and theoretical.

Mirek did all he could to bring a lifetime’s experience of
political struggle to bear fruitfully in the training of a new
generation of political leaders in the continent of Africa. In
the  process,  he  designed  a  series  of  lectures  to  try  to
explain Marxism and the Fourth International to members of a
party which contained representatives of pretty well all the
ethnic groupings in the country, from bushmen to descendants
of German settlers, and certainly all the oppressed groups,
rural or urban.

The precious outcome is a pamphlet: Why we must rebuild the
Fourth International, which will undoubtedly play a major role
in the political training of new generations. It is written in
a very straightforward style, using everyday language in a way
that makes complex questions easier to understand and does not
set up the author as some sort of ivory-tower intellectual.
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In a movement which has no lack of flamboyant, even abrasive,
characters,  Mirek  was  exceptional  for  his  gentleness  (not
without  firmness!)  towards  all  and  for  the  modesty  and
simplicity with which he wrote and spoke.

Back  in  Europe,  Mirek  keenly  followed  political  event  in
online discussions. Topics included how Marxists should react
to  the  discussion  around  mass  migration  and  a  sharp
intervention on the outcome of the UK referendum on leaving
the EU.

Mirek engaged in a lengthy online discussion earlier this year
on the question of Catalonian independence.

He was keen to write-up his own experiences of the development
of events in Czechoslovakia before and during the “Prague
Spring” of 1968, and we were hoping to provide him with an
opportunity to talk about this at an event in the UK on the
fiftieth anniversary.

Sadly, things turned out otherwise. We were utterly shocked by
news of Mirek’s death.

We pass on our condolences to Adrien and the rest of the
family  –  Mirek  was  enormously  proud  of  his  son  and  his
grandson – and also to Senta, who has been his companion and
bedrock for so many years and whose companionship clearly
meant so much to him.

We join with many rank-and-file IG Metall trade unionists,
activists in the political movement in the Trotskyist left in
Germany, the UK and elsewhere, and above all many Namibians in
treasuring what he was worth and mourn his loss.



Issue  6  of  Die  Werker  out
now.
Out now! The latest issue of Namibia’s Proletarian Newsletter.
In this edition:
Land
NUMSA & United Front
International Inquiry
Editorial
Former Judge

A reply to Martin Jensen: The
Numsa Moment – Has it lost
Momentum?
A reply to Martin Jensen: The Numsa Moment – Has it lost
Momentum?
By Bob Archer,  Jan 2017

Since the end of Apartheid in the early 1990s, South Africa
has officially been ruled by a Triple Alliance of the African
National Congress (ANC), South African Communist Party (SACP)
and Confederation of South African Trade Unions (Cosatu). At
its Special National Congress in December 2013, the South
African metalworkers’ union, Numsa, called for an historic
break with the Alliance and adopted a series of initiatives.
What they proposed – and how these initiatives have fared  ̶ 
deserves serious and sustained discussion, not just in South
Africa and the region, but right around the world. To that
extent, Comrade Jensen’s article raises important questions
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which deserve a response.

The decisions of Numsa’s Special National Congress (summarised
alongside  this  article  in  What  Numsa  decided)  should  be
studied carefully by all who wish and hope to see a renewal
and  re-awakening  of  the  workers’  and  socialist  movement
internationally and are seriously considering what methods of
political  work  this  involves.  Numsa’s  initiative  urgently
requires critical thought about the habits and working methods
of working-class and socialist activists, in the prosperous
nations of the “West” as much as in Africa and elsewhere.

Martin Jensen hails the Numsa turn but is critical about how
Numsa has selected its practical proposals and taken them
forward.  He  also  criticises  those  of  us  who  welcomed  and
forthrightly promulgated these initiatives.

Workers’ International responded very positively to the Numsa
Special National Congress and its decisions. No doubt Cde.
Jensen includes us among those guilty of “impressionism”:

“While many socialists correctly supported Numsa’s important
watershed political decisions and got directly involved in
their realisation, they failed at the same time to recognise
the historical and current weaknesses of the union and assist
in  overcoming  them.  A  combination  of  impressionism  and
overzealousness  saw  many  socialists  jumping  in  without
critically  appreciating  the  challenges  of  the  period  and
limitations of Numsa and its leadership”, he says.

What should Numsa have done? Cde. Jensen thinks above all that
Numsa should have opened the door to collaboration with the
dissident former youth wing of the ANC, the Economic Freedom
Fighters (EFF). He also criticises Numsa for failing to get
involved in the widespread student unrest this year.

(Just a thought: One group of people identifies the Numsa turn
as a politically and strategically essential break and decides
to encourage that political development in every way possible,



undeterred by difficulties and without setting themselves up
to lecture the comrades involved about supposed shortcomings
identified from outside. A second group compares the numbers
whom the EEF can mobilise for a rally or demonstration with
the numbers Numsa can turn out and sets aside the – quite
important  –  question  of  the  class  nature  of  the  forces
involved in order to give priority to the EEF. Which group
best deserves to be described as “impressionist”?)

Cde. Jensen has other criticisms of the action programme which
Numsa developed in December 2013, describing it as “hardly the
issues that could have captured the imagination and concerns
of other workers” and taking Numsa to task for failing to co-
ordinate a campaign for a living wage with Cosatu and above
all for not timing strike action to coincide with AMCU, the
break-away from the South African mineworkers’ union.

Cde. Jensen outlines an alternative set of actions saying:
“The 6-phase rolling mass action should have been changed to
ensure that issues more important to the working class, with a
greater preparedness on their part to struggle around, such as
for  decent  housing  and  service  delivery,  jobs  for  the
unemployed,  free  quality  education,  etc.”

So  Cde.  Jensen  proposes  that  Numsa’s  carefully-planned
campaign  to  organise  and  guide  workers  into  becoming  the
backbone of a defence of their class interests (and of the
common interests of the wider masses) should be liquidated
into precisely the kind of demagogic generality which EEF
practises.

The 1 September 2016 Numsa Press Release (reporting a well-
attended meeting of the Steering Committee to form a new Trade
Union  Federation)  soberly  explains:  “Our  country  is  the
headquarters of service delivery protests and sadly the media
is  no  longer  reporting  these  protests.  They  have  been
relegated  to  traffic  reports  when  they  disrupt  motorists’
travel plans! Sadly despite the occurrence and breadth of



these protests they remain fragmented and isolated to the
shame of all of us on the left. This is a challenge we hope to
address through the creation of the new federation”.

But instead of prioritising the strategic move to create a new
federation, Cde. Jensen would prefer the Numsa leaders simply
to tail end the demagogues of EEF. Impatiently he waves aside
(and distorts) the careful and systematic re-construction of
the unity of the workers’ movement which Numsa and its allies
have been carrying out, complaining that:

“the  Numsa  leaders,  its  allies  and  former  Cosatu  General
Secretary Zwelinzima Vavi … focused on confining the political
battle to the Cosatu CEC, the mainstream media and the courts.
It meant that the outset in 2011, the workers of the majority
of unions in Cosatu were excluded from the important political
battle, isolated and disempowered. As mere spectators they did
not grow politically and lacked the confidence to challenge
and replace their corrupt leaders. Numsa’s call for a united
front and a ‘movement for socialism’ should therefore have
fallen on fertile ground if serious and consistent leadership
was offered”, Cde. Jensen continues, but: “Alas, this was not
to be”.

“Our  trade  unions  are  still  bureaucratic  and  conservative
lifeless shells, not prepared to fight and participate in
broader struggles of the working class”, Cde. Jensen asserts,
throwing  in  for  good  measure  “bureaucratisation…  ,  union
chauvinism  and  not  connecting  with  other  trade  unions  …
conservative  collective  bargaining  arrangements  …
participation in the capitalist economy through its investment
company”  and “the social distance of the union leadership
from its members…”

And  yet  it  is  within  and  through  this  “bureaucratic  and
conservative lifeless shell” that working-class political life
(and thought) has actually asserted itself!



Does Cde. Jensen have any real idea about how workers reach
decisions and organise  ̶  essentially, how the working class
thinks collectively? The flip side of “union chauvinism” is
the democratic rights and participation in decision-making of
workers who belong to different trade unions. Their membership
of this or that trade union and confederation (wherever and
whenever it arises, and whatever it appears to be) is not a
trivial matter, nor should anyone “over-enthusiastically” try
to override the decision-making process of each independent
trade union.

Numsa has been in a constant dialogue with the leaderships of
other  unions  and  has  demonstrated  consistently  to  the
memberships of these unions its principled efforts to find the
way out of the failure of the NDR

Actually the movement around Numsa has brought together a
Steering Committee which this summer claimed a meeting of 31
unions.  As  representatives  of  their  own  rank-and-file
membership, the Numsa leadership were right to carry out a
systematic and thorough struggle for their rights in what was
the central organisation of workers in South Africa – Cosatu. 
The middle class radical undertakes splits and schisms in the
movement readily, even light-mindedly on the basis of this or
that “impressive” news item, some or other theoretical dogma,
or more often personal or clique considerations. This is not
the way to build workers’ organisations rooted in principles.

The  Numsa  leaders  are  precisely  providing  “serious  and
consistent” leadership. Cde. Jensen offers a kind of political
ambulance-chasing after whatever events appear to be the most
impressive at the time.

In arguing his case, Cde. Jensen touches on many important
issues. However, he gets many of these issues wrong and in
other  instances  deals  rather  superficially  with  genuine
problems which require a little more thought.



Let’s start with the really big one:

“Numsa’s biggest impediment that stood in its way and still
stands in its way of realizing revolutionary objectives is its
history and culture of reformist politics” with “its roots in
the  formation  of  the  union  in  1987  that  brought  together
various  radical  and  conservative  trade  union  political
tendencies and necessitated by unification compromises of the
unions’ leadership”, says Cde. Jensen.

From the heights of his revolutionary consciousness (or “sober
analysis of the overall relation of forces” as he calls it),
Cde. Jensen seems to think that the best help he can give
Numsa  is:  “Stop  being  reformist  and  start  being
revolutionary!” No doubt he hopes this advice will fall “on
fertile ground”. The more experienced among us may well be
less sanguine. Did not Karl Marx himself say of this approach:
“If that’s Marxism, then I’m not a Marxist!”

All the same, Cde. Jensen stumbles upon a number of important
points when trying to explain why Numsa (indeed the whole
trade union movement in South Africa) became mired in the
politics  of  Stalinism  and  the  “National  Democratic
Revolution”.  The  thing  is,  does  he  really  grasp  the
significance  of  what  he  describes?

MAWU and other unions were born in bold, independent struggles
by black workers against a South African capitalism embedded
in white minority rule and the Nationalist police state. In
these struggles these workers naturally asserted their class
independence of the bourgeois/tribalist ANC and its Stalinist
supporters in the South African Communist Party. Where the ANC
and the SACP promulgated the Freedom Charter, MAWU developed
the Workers’ Charter with explicitly socialist demands. The
Workers’  Charter  is  not  a  mere  empty  dogmatic  call  to
revolution,  but  it  is  very  far  from  being  a  reformist
programme. (The two documents are conveniently available for
study  and  comparison  at



http://www.workersliberty.org/node/1912)

Cde. Jensen rightly identifies the period of the collapse of
Apartheid and the installation of the ANC in power as a key
moment for the workers’ movement in South Africa. He points to
the damage which was being done to the movement even as the
apartheid regime collapsed: “By the early 1990s, with the
collapse  of  the  Eastern  Bloc  ‘socialist’  regimes  and  the
political reforms of the Apartheid government the union had
become seeped (sic) in various reformist approaches to its
work that saw it shift away from the radicalism and militancy
of its main predecessor, MAWU…”

And yet for all its “reformist approaches”, Numsa was the
union which led determined and vigorous opposition to the GEAR
plan.

Does Cde. Jensen understand the full significance of what he
raises? He returns to the matter (perhaps not seeing that it
is the same issue) towards the end of his article, calling for
“an  honest  and  thorough  assessment  of  the  state  of  class
struggle and balance of class forces” as a basis for deciding
“on correct tactics and courses of action to achieve maximum
working class unity”.

“Since the Numsa moment and still now” (but in reality since
the early 1990s!) “the mass organisations of the working class
remain weak or simply non-existent. The general level of class
consciousness has remained low. The ‘Left’ is still weak –
small, fragmented with limited implantation within the working
class. Our trade unions are still bureaucratic and politically
conservative  lifeless  shells,  not  prepared  to  fight  and
participate in broader struggles of the working class”.

Actually this blanket description of trade unions expresses an
ultra-left prejudice endemic among petit-bourgeois socialists.
It  is  a  hint  that  Jansen  himself  is  not  immune  to  the
“impressionism” he condemns in others.



With that exception, the points raised are important. But the
timescale matters: these general political conditions didn’t
fall from the heavens in December 2013!

Cde. Jensen soon gets onto this, saying:  “This weak state of
working  class  organisation  exist  in  the  context  of  the
continued  neo-capitalist  ascendency  after  more  than  two
decades of economic and political attacks against the working
class that has created new structural divisions within it”.

In  reality,  the  core  of  this  “continued  neo-capitalist
ascendancy” has been the assault on the working class, in its
most concentrated form on the political leadership of that
class.

The collapse of the workers’ states in the USSR and Eastern
Europe has gone hand in hand with a sustained and co-ordinated
attack on Marxism at every level and from every quarter. This
has seen more than a few former Marxists turn their coats and
become abject evangelists for capitalism.

Behind the “structural divisions” which Cde. Jensen rather
blandly  evokes  lurks  the  reality  that  working-class
populations  with  their  organisations  and  working-class
leaderships  have  been  broken  up,  dispersed  and  thoroughly
trampled upon. Where they could, the bourgeoisie has destroyed
these bodies and the social structures which underlie them;
where  they  cannot,  they  have  poisoned  the  minds  of  their
leaders with the idea that capital is all-powerful and above
challenge.

This has left scars on the workers’ movement which will not
heal overnight or on the basis of chasing after the numbers of
the student movement or the EFF. Numsa’s leaders have been
all-too conscious of the effects of neo-liberal policies: –
de-industrialisation, the fragmentation in the workforce, the
dilution of workers’ organising scope and rights and all the
rest of it. The practical proposals adopted at the December



2013 Special National Congress were carefully designed to roll
them back. But Cde. Jensen thinks they are “hardly the issues
that could have captured the imagination and concerns of other
workers”.

What  Cde.  Jensen  says  about  the  “creaming  off  of  several
layers of leaders of the mass movement from the early 1990s by
the ruling class who offered them lucrative jobs in the state
and companies owned by white monopoly capital” is well-put. It
must be added that many of the revolutionary workers who had
come to the fore in MAWU were at that time deliberately side-
lined in the movement and some of them openly threatened with
violence and their lives put in danger by ANC thugs.

These questions are central to the whole matter of what has
happened to the workers’ movement and therefore how and by
what steps it can recover. Cde. Jensen is impatient to unite
the EFF and Numsa in a movement which will somehow empower the
masses to achieve “decent housing and service delivery, jobs
for the unemployed, free quality education, etc.” It’s all so
simple! It is also more than a little light-minded. The key
question is not adding together numbers to the most possible
demonstrators can be called out onto the streets, but how a
movement  and  a  leadership  can  be  built  in  the  course  of
struggle.

There is starting to be a recovery of working-class struggle
and  socialist  consciousness,  but  it  is  emerging  very
tentatively out of the very conditions of the previous defeats
and setbacks the movement has suffered. The real danger exists
that petit-bourgeois “revolutionary” Marxists sects see these
still fragile beginnings   ̶   such as the Numsa turn, Bernie
Sanders  run  in  the  US  Democratic  Party  primaries,   the
movement which put Jeremy Corbyn into the leadership of the UK
Labour Party,  Podemos in Spain and Syriza in Greece – and
think they are simply an audience for their dogmas, a sphere
in which they can build their own groups. At the same time
they are impatient, demanding that the movement should produce



better results and move faster than it actually can. They are
not able to see the working class going through a stage in its
own political development.

The  dogmatist  insists  that  every  development  in  class-
consciousness  has  to  reflect  and  follow  some  abstract
ideological  purity.

The trade unions in South Africa came under sustained pressure
to  be  “bureaucratic  and  politically  conservative  lifeless
shells”, but it is within the trade unions that workers have
collided  head-on  with  the  reality  that  within  the  Triple
Alliance and the government of South Africa the ANC leadership
promulgates the policies of the capitalist ruling class and
attacks the rights and the very existence of workers, and that
the  leading  lights  in  the  SACP  provide  a  threadbare
theoretical  justification  for  what  the  ANC  leadership  is
doing.

Cde. Jensen emphasises one side of the matter: workers are
held back because of the damage suffered by revolutionary
socialist consciousness. But the struggle to overcome that
damage is (despite the “impressions” that individual academic
Marxists may form) actually taking place through Numsa and
Irvin  Jim’s  insistence  that  the  promises  of  the  National
Democratic  Revolution  should  actually  be  delivered,  their
obstinate comparing of the results of ANC-Triple Alliance rule
with what was promised.

The promises made by the ANC and SACP in the early 1990s were
a  deception.  The  tribal  elites  in  the  ANC  leadership  had
reached a fundamental agreement with imperialism and the big
mining interests that these interests would remain intact. It
took a quarter of a century, but over time it became clear to
more and more workers and their leaders that they were being
conned. The benefits expected and promised from the National
Democratic Revolution were not being delivered because there
was no move to carry out an NDR. Instead the government has



been inflicting neo-liberal attacks on workers and the masses
and protecting the interests of big monopolies.

The  development  in  political  consciousness  reflecting  this
could not happen in the way a university-trained rationalist
might  expect,  where  individuals  contemplating  the  world
cogitate about the matter and conclude that the Marxists were
right and the National Democratic Revolution is wrong.

The  whole  dynamic  underlying  the  Numsa  turn  became  very
apparent in Numsa General Secretary Cde. Irvin Jim’s Ruth
First  memorial  lecture  delivered  at  Wits  University,
Braamfontein,  on  14  August  2014  (see:
http://www.numsa.org.za/article/uth-first-memorial-lecture-del
ivered-numsa-general-secretary-cde-irvin-jim-thursday-14-
august-2014-great-hall-wits-university-braamfontein/).

This is a detailed indictment of the experience of a quarter
of a century of Triple Alliance rule. Cde. Jim starts by
paying homage to Ruth’s First’s dedication to the struggle as
a Marxist who “perfectly understood the necessity to fight
simultaneously  racial,  patriarchal,  national  and  class
oppression, domination and exploitation.”

He salutes her as one of those SACP members who helped to
frame the ANC Freedom Charter, and goes on to contrast the
slogans of the Freedom Charter with the reality of Triple
Alliance rule

“The Freedom Charter says:

● The People Shall Rule: I argue that the people are not
governing …

●All National Groups Shall have Equal rights
How far have we gone in this regard? Substantively, South
African society is structurally incapable of delivering equal
rights to all national groups. The system of colonialism,
which continues to this day, was based on defining national
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groups on the basis of race. And so, it came to pass, that
Africans remained at the bottom of the food chain …

● The People Shall Share in the Country’s Wealth!

Nalena  abayifuni!  There  is  complete  refusal  to  share  the
country’s wealth! Some said it will happen over their dead
bodies …

● The Land Shall be Shared Among Those Who Work It!
Estimates  are  that  black  people  own  between  13—16%  of
agricultural land in South > Africa. Only 10% of the 30% land
earmarked for land restitution has been transferred to black
farmers, the target date for the 30% is 2014. At this pace, it
will take 100 years to transfer 50% percent of the land back
to the people …

● There Shall be Work and Security!
In the past 20 years, there has been no work! In 1995 the
unemployment rate was 31%, in 2013 it had risen to 34% …

● The Doors of Learning and Culture Shall be Opened!

… It is estimated only 3% of the children who enter the
schooling  system  eventually  complete  with  higher  grade
mathematics. 24% of learners finish schooling in record time.
The pass rate in African schools is 43%, while the pass rate
in white schools is 97%.

● There Shall be Houses, Security and Comfort!
There is no security and comfort in the houses of the working
class!”

And so on for all the other demands of the Freedom Charter,
what was promised is compared unfavourably with what has been
achieved.

Trotskyists  (including  Workers  International)  warned
beforehand  that  this  would  be  the  outcome.



Is it enough now to stand on the touch-line bragging that we
were  right  and  the  working  class  allowed  itself  to  be
dominated  by  an  illusion?  Surely  not.

It is in interrogating the experience of 25 years of Triple
Alliance  rule  that  the  workers’  movement  of  South  Africa
starts to find a way back to its revolutionary roots. It is in
the persons of the Numsa leadership and their supporters that
this  interrogation  is  taking  place.  Vague  references  to
“revolution” on Cde. Jensen’s part, far from assisting their
development, serve to repel the more thoughtful, organised
trade union activists away from Marxism rather than attracting
them to it. Practical advice (bad advice) to tail-end the
demagogues  of  EEF  will  not  enhance  the  reputation  of  the
Marxists who give it, but will bring the science of Marxism
into disrepute. As Numsa says  ̶

Following Marx  ̶   it is only the organised class-conscious
working  class  that  can  lead  in  making  the  socialist
revolution.

Workers’  International  has  enthusiastically  supported  the
Numsa turn because it will enable South African workers to
test to the limit the theory that the Freedom Charter can
bring them satisfaction. And this new movement is standing
clearly and consciously against the bourgeois “class enemy”
politicians of the ANC.

There is a clear parallel with the British trade unionists
(mainly in the United Left group in Unite) who have made up
their minds to test to the limit the theory that the working
class can find a way to socialism through the election of a
left-wing Labour government. Theoretical purists, their eyes
fixed on the appearance of the movement, form the “impression”
that these workers are “reformists”. And so they are, except
that  nothing  stands  still.  The  determination  of  these
activists  to  put  their  convictions  into  practice  in  the
interests of their class and against the class-collaborators



in the trade unions and the Labour Party is the condition for
a rebirth of socialist consciousness.

The responsibility of Marxists is thoroughly to support and
promulgate and practically advance such developments (usually
against sectarians and dogmatists who try to impose their
quack remedies and verbal radicalism on the movement).

The conditions exist for unity in action between those of us
who are convinced that the future of working people lies in
the ending of capitalism and those many people who hope a more
limited aim can still bring results, and who certainly are
dominated  at  best  by  social-democratic  and  Keynesian
conceptions.  The  basis  for  unity  in  action  is  that  these
movements are gearing themselves up to fight on the class
issues  involved.  Within  that  unity  in  action  lies  the
potential  for  a  development  in  consciousness.

The Numsa initiative has brought together a Steering Committee
to form a new Trade Union Federation. 31 trade unions attended
the meeting of this Steering Committee on 30 August this year,
which the following day issued a highly interesting Press
Release.
(http://www.numsa.org.za/article/numsa-welcomes-fawu-decision-
leave-cosatu/).

The first thing to say about this press release, which really
does  deserve  attentive  study,  is  that  it  starts  from  a
thorough consideration of “The Current Political Situation and
What  it  Means  for  the  Working  Class:  Global  Balance  of
Forces”. This glance around the horizon says in the first
sentence: “… conservative forces are attempting to consolidate
their power all over the globe and here in South Africa.”

Unlike  Cde.  Jensen,  the  leading  group  in  this  initiative
starts by grappling with the international development of the
class struggle.

Turning to South Africa, the Press Release makes the comment
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reported above about service delivery protest, but goes on to
say:

“We remain firmly opposed to corruption by the elite political
class. We are however acutely aware that the theft of our
wealth, is not just by a few rogue families, but the entire
capitalist class”.

It continues: “Despite shifting huge amounts of capital off
shore, big business is still sitting on R1.5 trillion in our
banks as part of an investment strike, which they conveniently
blame on political and economic uncertainties, but is actually
to force more neo-liberal concessions from government”.

“Agency” and the EFF
Cde. Jensen points out how “the thousands of EFF members are
mere spectators to their leaders’ parliamentary shenanigans
and occasional letting off steam mass marches”. It is true
that the young supporters of EFF are denied any real role and
power in the direction of their movement (in which Marxist
rhetoric  is  mixed  up  with  Black  consciousness).  For  some
reason, Cde. Jensen thinks the Numsa leadership could simply
rush into a “principled” united front with this EFF.

But Numsa and its allies are actually engaged in a break with
the  petty-bourgeois  politics  of  the  ANC  and  the  Triple
Alliance.  They  are  involved  in  the  profoundly  important
historical  job  of  probing  the  actual  experience  of  the
programme of National Democratic Revolution under ANC rule.

Cde.  Jensen  believes  that  the  insistence  of  the  Numsa
leadership on carrying through systematically the break in the
Triple Alliance and Cosatu and the organisation of the biggest
possible new trade union federation is a purely conservative
reflex which “meant that from the outset in 2011, the workers
of the majority of unions in Cosatu were excluded from the
important political battle, isolated and disempowered. As mere
spectators they did not grow politically … Only during the



last phase when it became clear that Numsa would be expelled
and Vavi dismissed, did the leaders convene shop stewards
council meetings to engage the rank and file about some (!!)
of the issues and even then the unions on the other side were
excluded”.

Cde. Jensen reveals here a stunning inability to understand
vital  aspects  of  actual  working-class  organisation  and
consciousness.

First of all, he wants working-class leadership to have as the
ready-made  starting  point  of  its  struggles  the  worked-out
“revolutionary” understanding of all and everything that he,
Cde. Jensen, has in his head, when he knows (in his calmer
moments)  that  the  whole  movement  itself  has  undergone  a
degeneration from which it must struggle to recover.

He knows that the politics of Stalinism which predominates in
the Triple Alliance is wrong, but he cannot see the essential
point  about  the  Numsa  turn:  that  it  is  a  break  in  the
carefully-constructed domination of the workers’ movement by
Stalinist  and  reformist  conceptions  under  the  pressure  of
actual events in the class struggle. At one extreme this break
is  expressed  in  the  killing  fields  around  the  Kopje  at
Marikana, at the other (and this is equally important) at the
very top of the trade union movement and in the break-up of
the Triple Alliance.

On the one hand Cde. Jensen concedes: “the tasks of Numsa and
its allies were enormous”; on the other he criticises “Numsa
and its allies” for the slow progress, systematic procedures
and careful attention to their own ranks, the body of the
rank-and-file Numsa leaders and their development, etc. In the
middle  of  a  big  political  and  theoretical  struggle,  Cde.
Jensen urges the Numsa leadership to rush off into an alliance
with the EFF who embody the same petty-bourgeois politics with
which they are at odds in the ANC and the Alliance.



The 1 September Press Release has a different approach. It
expresses  extreme  concern  about  “the  growing  numbers  of
citizens  disengaged  with  electoral  politics.  More  than  21
million adults of voting age did not even participate in the
elections … there is a crisis of political representation, and
our people are less clear about who exactly can best represent
their interests”.

It confronts frankly the difficulties the trade union movement
faces: “In a staggering indictment of Union powerlessness, the
employers now set 54% of all wages without any negotiation
with  workers,  either  through  their  union  or  bilaterally
directly with workers” … “The share of wages in the national
income (GDP) has continued to plummet well below 50% from 57%
in 1991” … “More jobs have been shed. In the last three months
of  2015  alone  21,000  manufacturing  jobs  were  lost,  with
another 80,000 gone in the first three months of this year.” …
and: “According to statsSA a staggering 54% of our population
lives in poverty”.

From this, Numsa turns toward laying the foundations of a new
workers’ movement which “will pay more than lip-service to
crucial principles and that will instead offer a vibrant,
inclusive  and  tolerant  space  for  workers  to  discuss  the
challenges they face. We hereby pledge that workers will not
be expelled for holding different views to the leadership or
the  majority  of  other  workers!  The  Constitution  that  we
envisage will not be a throwback to times gone by but will
instead  be  a  living  document  that  guides  our  actions”,
including “a real attempt to build women’s leadership and
counter both informal and institutionalised discrimination and
sexism”.

This path inevitably brings great theoretical and practical
challenges which will not be solved by hot air or academic
condescension.

In finding its way forward, this movement will need to cast a



critical glance back at its own history in order to benefit
from the theory and practice, mistakes and triumphs of past
revolutionaries as a foundation for its own creative work.

The task is urgent!
Bob Archer, Jan 2017

 

 

The Numsa Moment – Has it lost Momentum?

Martin Jansen

This critique is offered for the union ahead of its next
national congress in December 2016 as food for thought towards
unlocking Numsa’s historical task that present possibilities
for unifying the working class in struggle, increasing its
confidence and steering us towards socialist revolution.

In an interview last year, Floyd Shivambu, the EFF’s Deputy
President, had this to say in response to Numsa’s reluctance
to build unity with them, 1 “What we know is that efforts to
start a rival socialist or workers’ party will dwindle into
insignificance and will not benefit the working class and
workers whom our ideological allies claim to represent.” It
has been three years since the historic Numsa moment and it
appears that the EFF leader’s claim is true. For three years
we have not seen any significant mass campaigns or struggles
led  by  Numsa,  let  alone  grassroots  mass  democratic
organisations  emerging  that  have  captured  working  class
interests. What are we to make of this?

The  “Numsa  Moment”  was  hailed  by  socialists  locally  and
internationally  as  the  biggest  political  breakthrough  in
Southern  Africa  since  the  late  1980’s.  Numsa’s  special
national congress held during December 2013 committed itself



to fight and campaign for the most pressing political tasks
confronting the working class. These included – to fight and
campaign for a militant, independent and unified Cosatu that
would of necessity break from the Tripartite Alliance and lead
in the establishment of a new United Front (UF) that will co-
ordinate struggles in the workplace and communities against
neo-liberal  policies  such  as  those  contained  in  the  ANC
government’s National Development Plan (NDP) and at the same
time explore the establishment of “a movement for socialism”.
The latter involved a comprehensive study of working class
parties all over the world to identify elements “of what may
constitute a revolutionary programme for the working class”.
Importantly, Numsa’s organizational break with the ANC and
SACP was of huge symptomatic and  symbolic importance and
reflected  a  sharper  working  class  response  to  the  global
economic crisis and rising class tensions in South Africa.

While many socialists correctly supported Numsa’s important
watershed political decisions and got directly involved in
their realization, they failed at the same time to recognize
the historical and current weaknesses of the union and assist
in  overcoming  them.  A  combination  of  impressionism  and
overzealousness  saw  many  socialists  jumping  in  without
critically  appreciating  the  challenges  of  the  period  and
limitations of Numsa and its leadership.

By  the  following  year  the  union  initiated  a  flurry  of
activities  and  events  to  implement  its  resolutions.  This
included national and international conferences and a 6-phase
programme of “rolling mass action”. The latter focused too
narrowly on issues and concerns of the union instead of common
issues of all workers and other sections of the working class.
The critical Phase 1 of the rolling mass action plan had as
its main focus the Employment Tax Incentive Act; beneficiation
of all strategic minerals, a ban on the export of scrap metals
etc.

These were hardly the issues that could have captured the



imagination  and  concerns  of  other  workers,  let  alone
impoverished sections of the working class. It is hard to
fathom why Numsa at the time did not take up the challenge of
leading Cosatu’s Living Wage Campaign that, with the right
approach, could have won over millions of workers in a common

1 Amandla Magazine, Issue No. 42 October 2015, p16.

struggle. This could have connected directly with the struggle
of the platinum mineworkers under AMCU and their demand for
R12500 per month. Instead, soon after a five-month strike by
the mineworkers, two hundred thousand Numsa members went on
strike separately in support of their own wage demands.

This was a missed opportunity for building the UF. Moreover,
the 6-phase rolling mass action programme should have been
changed to ensure that issues more important to the working
class, with a greater preparedness on their part to struggle
around, such as for decent housing and service delivery, jobs
for  the  unemployed,  free  quality  education  etc.
Unsurprisingly,  the  6-phase  programme  has  not  seen  much
rolling mass action and faded into oblivion.

Overall,  Numsa’s  key  weakness  in  attempts  at  implementing
their political resolutions was that it underestimated the
tasks at hand and overestimated its own strength and ability.
While the fact that it claimed to be the biggest union on the
continent  with  over  300000  members,  together  with  correct
political decisions presented great potential for political
and  organizational  advances,  this  by  itself  was  far  from
enough to accomplish what is required during this period.

Reform versus Revolution

Numsa’s biggest impediment that stood and still stands in its
way of realizing revolutionary objectives is its history and
culture of reformist politics. This legacy of reformism has
its roots in the formation of the union in 1987 that brought
together  various  radical  and  conservative  trade  union



political  tendencies  and  necessitated  by  unification
compromises  of  the  unions’  leadership.

By the early 1990’s, with the collapse of the Eastern Bloc
“socialist” regimes and the political reforms of the Apartheid
government, the union had become seeped in various reformist
approaches  to  its  work  that  saw  a  shift  away  from  the
radicalism and militancy of its main predecessor, MAWU, ten
years earlier. By this time the Numsa leadership from the
various strands had converged around the SACP as its political
home and accepted National Democratic Revolution (NDR) as its
theoretical  perspective  for  achieving  socialism  in  South
Africa and the need for engaging with white monopoly capital
and the state for “radical reform” that would move towards a
“mixed economy”, “high skills and high wages” for workers and
an internationally competitive South African economy.

The  central  vehicle  for  achieving  this  by  Numsa  and  its
leadership was the Tripartite Alliance and deploying much of
its top leadership into the state, including senior government
posts by the likes of Alec Erwin who became the minister of
trade and industry in the Mbeki cabinet that led the anti-
working class neo-liberal programme.  In recent years the
union and its leadership was even part of the “die for Zuma”
bandwagon believing that he would lead an anti-neo-liberal ANC
government  and  revert  back  to  the  social  democratic  and
Keynesian RDP and Freedom Charter.

While the 2013 Numsa Moment marked a shift to the left by
Numsa, coming on the back of ANC government defeats of Cosatu
around E-Tolls, labour brokers, the youth wage subsidy, the
NDP and the violent state attacks of the Marikana massacre,
the farmworkers’ strike and several service delivery protests
as well as the extreme levels of corruption of the state – we
did not see a simultaneous fundamental shift away from the
reformist politics of the union and its leadership. The union
still remained committed to the Stalinist two-stage theory of



socialism in the form of the NDR and views as its programme
the vague and reformist Freedom Charter.

The Numsa leadership still yearns for the SACP of the era of
Joe Slovo instead of bad man Blade Nzimande (current SACP
General Secretary and Minister of Higher Education). And yet
it was the very Slovo who led the rejection of one of the key
tenets  of  Marxism-Leninism,  the  dictatorship  of  the
proletariat as a necessity to usher in socialism. It was the
self-same    Slovo who introduced neo-liberal measures of
privatisation into the government’s housing policy. It was the
same  Slovo  who  proposed  the  “Sunset  clauses”  during  the
negotiations with the Apartheid ruling class that led to the
democratic counter-revolution, the results of which are all
too clear to see after over 20 years of bourgeois democracy.

Illusions of Restoring the Capitalist Economy to favour the
Working Class

The union still believes in “transforming the economy in line
with the Freedom Charter objectives” and believes that South
African capitalism can be saved by “broad-based industrial
development”. It still views as its road to socialism using
the failed social democratic politics and method of radical
reform through pressurizing and “engaging the employers and
the  state”.  These  approaches  are  reformist  efforts  to
transform  capitalism  along  social  democratic  lines.  This
internationally  discredited  class  collaborationist  approach
has misled working classes of other countries for decades. Not
only  is  this  view  fundamentally  incorrect,  it  is  also
misplaced since it seriously misunderstands where capitalism
is today that makes widespread significant material reforms in
favour of the working class extremely unlikely.

Various Numsa leaders have since the early 1990’s sowed this
illusion, promoting  and leading industrial restructuring to
ensure that the South African capitalist economy can be “more
competitive”. Numsa leaders like Alec Erwin and Adrienne Bird



were the  prime movers of this reformist approach and ended up
directly serving the interest of capital within the Mbeki
government.

Prospects for a return to social democratic measures are at an
all-time low. Capitalism cannot be reformed in this period of
advanced systemic decay. Reformism is itself an expression of
the pressure of the ruling capitalist class on the working
class  and  some  of  its  leaders  and  the  union  should  not
continue to succumb to these pressures. A prime example of
this phenomenon was when in the wake of the 2008 – 2009
economic crisis, Vavi in symbolic show of unity with white
monopoly capital, jointly at a press conference with Bobby
Godsell, called on workers to accept wage freezes in order to
save jobs and capitalism.

In line with its “red revolutionary character”, Numsa needed
to reject and decisively break from the notion of reforming
capitalism since it only serves the interests of monopoly
capital and further impoverishes the working class. It cannot
be reformed in this period of advanced capitalism. Continuing
to hang onto this reformist illusion unnecessarily postpones
the  revolutionary  struggle  for  socialism.  It  is  only  a
revolutionary overthrow of the system that can resolve this
crisis in favour of the working class.

A thorough Political Review was Required

The  union,  together  with  its  allies  and  supporters  and
involving rank and file members, needed to prioritise having
the  fullest  possible  political  review  of  its  history  and
politics. In this way it could have enabled us to learn the
lessons and chart forward a revolutionary course that should
have informed the mass work required for developing the UF and
socialist party.

This review should also have entailed an examination of the
union and its own operations and all the factors that inhibit



and undermine its ability to direct a revolutionary path for
building strong mass working class fighting organisations.

This  includes  problems  such  as  its  own  bureaucratization
(despite  its  proud  legacy  of  “worker  control”),  union
chauvinism and not connecting with other trade union and rank
and  file  members  and  working  class  communities,  its
conservative  collective  bargaining  arrangements,  its
participation in the capitalist economy through its investment
company, the social distance of the union leadership from its
members with the top union officials earning the salaries of
senior managers and top state officials etc.

In fact, three years later and there is still very little
evidence of Numsa’s own over 300000 rank and file members
having been politically inspired and stirred into action by
the Numsa moment.

The Current Period, Numsa and the United Front

In order to give Numsa and its allies a clear idea of the
tasks in relation to building the UF, the entire union and its
allies, especially the rank and file, require an honest and
thorough assessment of the state of class struggle and balance
of class forces. This will enable us to decide on correct
tactics and courses of action to achieve maximum working class
unity and strong mass organisations in the process of struggle
at local and national levels.

Since the Numsa moment and still now, the mass organisations
of the working class remain weak or simply non-existent. The
general level of class consciousness has remained low. The
“Left”  is  still  weak  –  small,  fragmented  with  limited
implantation  within  the  working  class.

Our  trade  unions  are  still  bureaucratic  and  politically
conservative  lifeless  shells,  not  prepared  to  fight  and
participate in broader struggles of the working class. This
characterization  includes  the  nine  unions  that  originally



allied with Numsa, with some of them still in Cosatu and
others like the Food and Allied Workers union (FAWU) that has
joined to form a new federation.

This weak state of working class organization exist in the
context of the continued neo- liberal capitalist ascendancy
after more than two decades of economic and political attacks
against the working class that has created new structural
divisions within it.

Despite the lower middle class also being severely affected by
neo-liberalism,  its  intelligentsia  has  become  disconnected
from the working class and disillusioned with radical politics
and even shifted to right-wing and conservative politics.

This loss of this “class ally”, traditionally socially and
politically close to the black working class in South Africa
during the Apartheid era, has in turn had a detrimental effect
on working class politics and its capacity to organize. This
came on top of a huge creaming off of

several layers of leaders of the mass movement from the early
1990’s by the ruling class who offered them lucrative jobs in
the state and companies owned by white monopoly capital.

But at the same time the capitalist system remains in deep
crisis, especially since the economic collapse of 2008. Since
then the ruling class has intensified neo-liberal measures
against the working class internationally and in South Africa,
thereby forcing more and more people to resist and to organize
against the attacks on their living standards and to seek
radical solutions.

This  means  that  unlike  the  1980’s  in  South  Africa,  the
building material for immediately constructing a mass fighting
UF did not exist in abundance and the tasks of Numsa and its
allies were enormous. At the same time the Numsa juggernaut
had to be politically and organizationally re-orientated to
lead and implement the tasks to build the UF and lay the basis



for a socialist movement. This could only be achieved through
a process of intense organized class struggle and political
clarification towards revolutionary Marxism.

The  state  of  the  working  class  during  this  period  can
therefore  be  characterized  by  a  few  important  features,
namely;

 Increased structural divisions and atomization of the
working class due to the impact of neo-liberalism and a
growing  insecure  precariat  constantly  in  survivalist
mode.
 Low levels of class consciousness and confidence to
consistently engage in class struggle
 Weak and low levels of mass based organization
 A waning political hegemony over the working class by
the ruling tripartite alliance
  A  growing  rebellion  against  neo-liberalism  and
deteriorating living and working conditions

But despite this there has been a readiness on the part of the
masses  to  struggle.  It  is  the  result  of  a  build-up  of
frustration over many years with the impact of neo-liberal
austerity  measures  on  their  lives,  deteriorating  living
standards and disappointment with the corrupt and anti-working
class ANC government who they had placed their hopes in for a
better life for over two decades.

It is these factors that asserted itself in the revolt of the
Platinum miners against the NUM bureaucracy and the wild cat
strikes of both the miners and the farm-workers during 2012 –
2013. They are also the underlying cause of the uninterrupted
local protests in every part of the country and more recently
the #FeesmustFall student movement.

Both this pent up discontent within the working class and the
intensification of class antagonisms are intimately linked and
were the underlying causes of the constant attacks by the ANC



on Vavi and Cosatu at the time, as well as Numsa’s break with
the ANC and SACP and its eventual expulsion.

Numsa’s call for a united front and a “movement for socialism”
should therefore have fallen on fertile ground if serious and
consistent leadership was offered. These were ideas whose time
had come but a sober analysis of the overall relation of
forces was required. It is within the rank-and-file of the
unions that the pent up discontent runs deepest and the Numsa
and UF leadership should have organized that this section of
organized workers could rub

shoulders with the youth, unemployed and women who have been
in the forefront of the township and village protests country-
wide.

What was therefore required was a reassertion of working class
political and organizational independence through mass united
front campaigns around the burning questions of the day. Alas
this was not to be since 2013.

Missed Opportunities for Building the United Front

The UF approach also meant that Numsa had to do everything in
its power to remain within Cosatu and do battle with the
reactionary leadership to win over the ordinary members of the
other unions to join the UF around the Living Wage and other
campaigns. Instead of engaging the rank and file members of
the right-wing ANC supporting unions through its  own rank and
file, the Numsa leaders, its allies and former Cosatu general
Secretary, Zwelinzima Vavi, instead focused on confining the
political battle to the Cosatu CEC, the mainstream media and
courts. It meant that from the outset in 2011, the workers of
the  majority  of  unions  in  Cosatu  were  excluded  from  the
important political battle, isolated and disempowered. As mere
spectators  they  did  not  grow  politically  and  lacked  the
confidence to challenge and replace their corrupt leaders.
This is where the real battle should have been since these



workers had been suffering for more than a decade under their
unions’ leadership who instead of leading struggles, covertly
sided with the employers for unmandated wage settlements –
especially in the public sector – where they appeased their
ANC government masters. Only during the last phase when it
became clear that Numsa would be expelled and Vavi dismissed,
did  the  leaders  convene  shop-steward  council  meetings  to
engage the rank and file about some of the issues and even
then the unions on the other side were excluded.

For the Numsa leaders and their allies in the Cosatu CEC at
the time, the old union adage of, what you don’t win on the
battlefield will not be won in the boardroom, seemingly did
not apply.

The Crisis and immediate Possibilities for the mass UF

Why could Numsa and the myriad of smaller left formations that
initially formed the “United Front” not have entered into a
principled united front agreement with the EFF around common
political goals? This would have enabled Numsa and other union
members connecting with thousands of militant black working
class youth in common struggles and opened up revolutionary
possibilities. Instead the thousands of EFF members are mere
spectators  to  their  leaders’  parliamentary  shenanigans  and
occasional letting off steam mass marches. With such a mass
united front in struggle, both the EFF and Numsa leaders’
anti- white monopoly capital rhetoric could have been tested
and advanced.

In conclusion, there can be no doubt that the main tenets of
the Numsa moment, i.e. the struggle for working class unity
(the  UF),  for  a  revolutionary  and  socialist  workers´
government, and the creation of revolutionary socialist or
workers’ party (the movement for socialism) remain relevant.
They are interrelated and interdependent aspects of the same
process: the self-emancipation and liberation of the working
class. However, Numsa has not come close to achieving any of



the formations it committed itself to in its 2013 congress
political  resolutions.  This,  despite  many  opportunities
presented during the past three years.

Opportunities for the Numsa Moment to live up to the
challenge

The student protest movement that unfolded over the past year
signaled  the  beginning  of  the  end  for  the  ANC  regime.
Notwithstanding the weaknesses and crudity of their methods,
by directing their demands towards national government and
activating a national movement, the students have demonstrated
tremendous political tenacity. The rest of the working class
has taken notice and has drawn this lesson. In future we are
likely to see local communities that have engaged in hundreds
of militant local struggles around “service delivery” for over
a  decade,  seeking  unity  with  each  other  and  building  a
national resistance movement similar to the UDF of the 1980’s.
This  prospect  needs  conscious  intervention  and  support  in
order to be realized and currently only Numsa, its allies and
the EFF offer this possibility.

The  World  and  South  Africa  are  experiencing  deep  and
widespread  socio-economic  and  political  crises  and  the
situation has degenerated beyond barbarism, especially for the
working  class  and  poor.  Inequality,  the  concentration  of
wealth and poverty are at unprecedented levels. The resultant
class conflicts have produced wars, extreme violence, terror
and suffering by a rampant western imperialism led by the US,
without any alternative revolutionary working class resistance
and political leadership. The challenges to the working class
abound – with on the one hand, US imperialism setting up
military basis in all the regions of the African continent and
elsewhere and at the same time within the trade    union
movement conservative social democracy dominates. South Africa
and many countries in the region are faced with political
crises,  with  all  the  governments  of  the  traditional
nationalist parties having lost credibility after years of



corruption and repression.      However, no revolutionary
alternative exist for the masses to belong to and pursue the
struggle in line with their historic interests and mission.

The stakes here are high, with the ANC government facing a
crisis  and  implosion.  Their  hold  over  the  state  has
increasingly come under threat. In the context of an economy
still overwhelmingly dominated by white monopoly capital and
the state being the main instrument of wealth accumulation for
the ANC aligned new black section of the  bourgeoisie, they
will resort to extreme measures to hold onto state power. It
is not coincidental that the discredited Zuma presidency has
ensured that the state security cluster is led by his most
trusted  allies.  Failing  a  mass  revolutionary  response
supported by strong organization, working class resistance and
opposition will be vulnerable to violent repression by the ANC
government. Time is not on our side. The need for a genuine
mass  united  front  and  revolutionary  socialist  movement  or
party  is  even  greater  now  than  in  2013  and  cannot  be
postponed.

Despite its shortcomings, Numsa and the Numsa Moment remain
the only real short-term prospects in South Africa for the
struggle to form a mass socialist alternative in the process
of  struggle  in  response  to  the  crisis  and  the  right-wing
backlash that it represents, pregnant with dangers to the
working class on all fronts. The union needs to recognize that
the real mass working class united front is on the horizon to
challenge neo-liberalism and our rulers. It needs to connect
with the student movement and local working class struggles to
ensure real revolutionary achievement and realise the full
potential  of  the  Numsa  moment.  For  this  to  happen,  its
ordinary members will need to drive tectonic shifts in its
politics, organizational culture and orientation – towards the
masses, a genuine united front, a mass working class party and
socialist revolution.

Jansen is the director and editor of Workers’ World Media



Productions. He wrote this article in his personal capacity.

Message  and  publications
from: The United Fishermen of
Namibia
Dear Comrades,

We have been advised by cd Hewat Beukes that we could send the
following  documents  to  you  as  you  are  in  the  same
organisation,  The  Workers  International.  We  hope  you  will
assist in any way in our international campaigns of struggle
against  the  international  capitalists  and  our  capitalist
government. These documents we have sent to NUMSA with whom we
wish to establish brotherly and sisterly links. We also want
to establish similar links with your workers.
The United Fishermen 2
The United Fishermen 3
The United Fishermen 5
Mbapewa Kamurongo, Matheus Lungameni
On behalf of the Steering Committee

Appeal: Help fund our work in

https://workersinternational.info/message-and-publications-from-the-united-fishermen-of-namibia/
https://workersinternational.info/message-and-publications-from-the-united-fishermen-of-namibia/
https://workersinternational.info/message-and-publications-from-the-united-fishermen-of-namibia/
http://workersinternational.info/wp-content/uploads/The-United-Fishermen-2.pdf
http://workersinternational.info/wp-content/uploads/The-United-Fishermen-3.pdf
http://workersinternational.info/wp-content/uploads/The-United-Fishermen-5.pdf
https://workersinternational.info/appeal-help-fund-our-work-in-southern-africa/


Southern Africa
Dear Comrades,

WE are launching an ambitious Appeal to members and supporters
to raise funds for our work in Southern Africa.

It  is  there  that  the  global  re-awakening  of  the  workers’
socialist  movement  is  most  concentrated  and  advanced,  and
where material resources are most needed if the movement is to
make the progress which it can and should make.

The Workers Revolutionary Party in Namibia has won a position
where all oppressed and exploited groups in the country turn
to it for help in their struggles.

This  is  possible  because  of  the  party’s  thoroughgoing
understanding  of  the  role  the  South-West  African  People’s
Organisation  (SWAPO)  government  plays  as  a  caretaker  for
imperialism,  based  on  corrupt  rule  by  a  narrow  tribal
leadership imposed in a deal between the Soviet Union and
various imperialist powers in the early 1990s. This regime is
both a mockery of democracy and a copy-book example of milking
public  assets  in  collusion  with  imperialist  financial
interests.

The heart of the WRP(N)’s work is among the country’s miners.
The Party’s leadership has worked closely over many years with
the TCL miners in their campaign to get back the pensions
stolen from them when the company which employed them was
liquidated. It has united with the most advanced leaders of
the current mine-workers with the aim of making their union
(Mineworkers Union of Namibia – MUN) an effective and class-
conscious weapon of the country’s working class. Meanwhile,
the WRP collaborates with other present and former miners and
smelter workers campaigning to protect their homes threatened
by financial chicanery by former mine-owners in cahoots with
the government and in pursuing claims against their employers
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for work-related illnesses.

The WRP(N) also stands four-square with:

Railway  workers  trying  to  track  down  the  theft  of  state
property;

Road  workers  protesting  against  bullying,  malpractice  and
neglect  of  health  and  safety  by  their  foreign  employers
contracted to develop the country’s road network;

Fishery  workers  on  the  Atlantic  coast  who  have  been  on
prolonged  strike  against  diminishing  wages,  overwork  and
dangerous conditions. From being the best-paid workers in the
country,  they  have  become  among  the  lowest-paid,  while
government-sponsored  corruption  lets  foreign  businesses
ransack the rich fisheries around Walvis Bay;

Home-owners defending their homes against collusion between
crooked lawyers and financiers who try to dispossess them;

Young people demanding access to homes;

Small  farmers  protecting  their  traditional  lands  against
seizure by business interests;

Ethnic groups who suffered under German colonial rule seeking
access to the compensation pocketed by SWAPO ministers;

Bushmen too now have a WRP(N) member among their leaders.

Former soldiers seeking access to their pensions, also stolen
by SWAPO ministers;

Former  Peoples  Liberation  Army  of  Namibia  (PLAN)  fighters
seeking acknowledgment of and compensation for the deaths and
other sufferings inflicted on them by the SWAPO leaders during
liberation.

The WRP(N) won two parliamentary seats in the 2014 elections,
but is denied the official resources which should accompany



this electoral success. The party has had to spend a good deal
of time fighting off a state-inspired sham “breakaway” which
seriously impeded its work.

Nevertheless it held a very successful second congress in 2015
and is now developing a network of branches and conducting a
serious programme of theoretical education in Marxism for the
new forces coming into the leadership of the Party.

And the WRP is now in touch with the United Front established
by the National Union of Metalworkers of South Africa (NUMSA)
and is preparing to collaborate in its work.

A decisive political break in South Africa

NUMSA launched the United Front initiative in connection with
the decisive break with Stalinism in which it is engaged.
NUMSA has correctly declared the South African Communist Party
(SACP) and the ruling African National Congress (ANC) to be
bourgeois parties and called for a Movement for Socialism to
build a Marxist workers’ party.

What they have established is a genuine United Front bringing
community groups together with trade unions led by the working
class. Its purpose is to stand up for real working class
communities in the context of extreme inequality, exploitation
of workers, unemployment (especially among young people) and
mass poverty.

NUMSA’s  aim  in  building  the  United  Front  (and  a  Marxist
workers’  party)  is  to  transform  the  National  Democratic
Revolution of 1994 (which left the working class out of the
picture and maintained the imperialist exploitation of South
Africa intact) into a socialist revolution led by the working
class.

The  United  Front  has  appealed  directly  to  Workers
International  to  Rebuild  the  Fourth  International  for
political,  practical  and  material  assistance  in  standing



United Front candidates in South Africa’s local elections on 3
August.

We  are  sure  these  developments  inspire  and  encourage  our
sympathisers and supporters as they do us. We have a target of
£5,000 and very little time. Please give generously.

How you can donate
 1. Use the button on the top right hand corner of the
workersinternational.info  home  page  marked  ‘donate’,  making
clear that your donation is for the Southern Africa Appeal.

2. To transfer from your bank account, send donations to:
Unity trust Bank
Account: The Correspondence Society
sort:  60 – 83 – 01
account: 20059400

3.  Send cheques made out to Correspondence and marked on the
back “Southern Africa Appeal” to : PO Box 68375, London , E7
7DT, UK.

Yours in solidarity,

Bob Archer

New edition of the The Worker
out now!
Out  now!  Issue  Number  3  of  Namibia‟s  proletarian
newsletter  The  Worker.

This issue includes material relating to the recent Regional
and Local Authority elections and the ongoing attack on the
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WRP by the SWAPO regime.


